
THE SELF-DECEPTION OF A LAZY MIND 

 

 
 

“Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where 
you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 
have what is yours.’’ 

Matthew 25 

This servant was not only lazy, he had a lazy mind. 

 He refused to think. 

 So he buried his talent and told himself, “All is well”. 

 A lazy mind leads to a special kind of ignorance:  willful ignorance.  

 “But Lord, he was a highly respected Christian leader!  How was I to know that he was a false prophet?” 

You chose not to know. 

 There is ignorance. 

 And there is willful ignorance. 

 Ignorance does not know. 

Willful ignorance shuts its eyes to glaring truth rather than use the brains God gave it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Heaven is merciful toward ignorance. 

 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin.” 

 Heaven holds willful ignorance accountable. 

“But now they have no excuse for their sin.” 
John 15 

 

The self-deception of a lazy mind is not a weakness,  
it is an abomination in the sight of God. 

 

  
 

“So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to every one 
who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even 
what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness; 
there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” 

Matthew 25 
 
 
 

 Prayer: Lord, rescue us from willful ignorance, from choosing not to see the truth that is right before us, the ugly rhetoric, 

the spite, the cruelty, the greed, the gleeful nastiness, the ugly finger pointing, and an indifference to suffering. Make us 

ashamed of making excuses for it. Convict us for the dark hole we are placing your gifts into, the hole that sucks out your 

light, your nature, your call to us.  Help us to think, to see things with your eyes again, to hear the words that you speak to us 

again and again and to act on them, to use them. Help us to be good and faithful servants, taking all that you have given us 

and investing it into everyone that you bring into our midst. May your redemptive power, the power of heaven…. mercy, 

truth, kindness, love, forgiveness, and compassion pour abundantly out of us and multiply your kingdom on this earth. Amen. 
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