“Shut the front door! We already have the truth,” grumbled the scribes and Pharisees when Jesus came on the
scene.

John the Baptist was bad enough.
But Jesus of Nazareth! Who does he think he is?
The religious establishment wanted no part of Jesus.
They closed their eyes and shut their ears.
They despised him.
They taunted him.
They plotted against him.

They eliminated him (So they thought).




Is Christendom any different?

It's amazing how many open-minded, intelligent people in Christendom shut the door against Jesus’ words.

They love the idea of Jesus...

... but not those words....

.. words that offend their sensibilities.

.. words that challenge their convictions.

.. words that contradict their political views.
.. words that are much too harsh.

“Not every one who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out
demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’

And then will | declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you evildoers."
Matthew 7
Shut the front door!

So Jesus walks on, calling us to follow him into a kingdom where the least are the greatest and the leaders are
down on the floor, washing feet.




“But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brethren. And call no man
your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called masters, for you have
one master, the Christ. He who is greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts himself

will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”
Matthew 23

Israel’s religious establishment shut the door against Jesus.
Christendom’s religious establishment shuts the door against Jesus (while maintaining the “Jesus” brand).
...But no one can extinguish his flaming words...

When we walk in their light, we are in God’s World.

God grant that we may be in that light when he shuts the final door.

Prayer: Lord, keep us from shutting the door to your words, to your way, to your call on our hearts. May we fear the door
shutting against us when we compromise your precious words. Forgive us and call our hearts back to you when we choose
religion, doctrinal interpretations, and a cold hearted “Jesus brand” ... that contradict your very words. May your words burn
stronger in our hearts than any personal opinion, world view, conviction, or belief. Keep us humble, keep us serving, keep our
hearts loving, keep us knowing you and being known by you. And yes Lord, grant that we may continue walking in the light of

your words up until you shut the final door. Amen.
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