
TIME FOR A RESET 
 

 
There are those who answer the call of the Lord and never look back. 

  Day after day, year after year, they walk in the light, and bear fruit.  

And there are those who seem to lose their fire; who become distracted. 

Like that little lost sheep. 

Or that coin that fell between the cracks. 

Or the son who went into a far country and crashed. 

Or you.  Or me. 

Like the shepherd seeking that lost sheep, God is merciful. 

He does not abandon us. 

He gives us a chance to reset our life and get back on the Calvary Road. 

“I’m going fishing,” said Peter, one evening shortly after the resurrection.  

Peter was drained.   

Too many overwhelming things had happened.   

He was weary and confused and deeply ashamed of his cowardice, the night Jesus was betrayed. 

 Maybe if he went fishing he might find a little peace. So off they went, Peter and his friends.  It felt good to be 
out on the lake at night.  It was so peaceful! But what happened to the fish? 



 At dawn they heard a voice from the shore. “Children, have you caught anything?” 

 “No.” 

 “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will.” 

When the net came up laden with fish they were jolted out of their apathy.  This sign is exactly what had 
happened the day they were called.  

 “Come and have breakfast,” said Jesus.  

 After breakfast Jesus completed the reset. 

"Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these (fish)?" 
 

He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." 
He said to him, "Feed my lambs." 
 

 A second time he said to him, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" 
He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." 
He said to him, "Tend my sheep." 
 

He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" 
 

 Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, "Do you love me?"  
And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you." 
 

 Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. 

  John 21 

 

The reset was completed. 

Peter knew what he had to do. 

This miracle is being repeated in a thousand places on earth these days. 

 



The Lord Jesus is reaching out to his stumbling, bumbling sheep like you and me, and giving us a chance to 
reset our course.  

“Do you love me more than these fish?” 

Do you love me more than that distraction that consumes you? 

 That worry? 

 That fear? 

 That ambition? 

 That thing which has become an idol in your life? 

  “Lord, you know that I love you!” 

“Feed my sheep.” 

 
 

Prayer: Yes, Lord help us to reset our course. It’s time. It’s time for us to turn away from our self-pity, to turn away 

from our distractions, idols, worries, fears, and ambitions… and to turn our hearts back to you, to reaffirm our love for 

you. How good you are, and how stirring it is that despite our stumbling, despite our weaknesses you never abandon us 

and continue seeking us, caring for us, loving us. And Lord, once we are reassured of your tender, sweet, forgiving love 

for us…may we take that love and use it to tend your sheep, to feed them. Stir up a resolve and love within us to obey 

you in these simple acts of tending your sheep again. Amen. 
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