When Jesus comes along and says, “Follow me,”
| ask myself, “Am | really ready for this?”
He’s calling for more than joining a church.
“Getting saved” is easy enough, but “Follow me!”

-—-am luptoit?
If I do this, what will become of me?

“Follow me.”

As they were going along the road, a man said to him, "l will follow you wherever you go."
And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, let
me first go and bury my father.” But he said to him, "Leave the dead to bury their own dead;
but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, Lord,;
but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God. “ (Luke 9)

Don't Look Back



What have | got to lose?

When Jesus called Matthew from his tax office, Matthew got up and followed.
No questions. No conditions.
He dropped everything and went.
Matthew did not say to himself, “Am | really ready for this?”
He saw the Master’s call as the best thing that ever happened to him!
“What have | got to lose?” said Matthew.
Whatever he lost was nothing compared with what he gained.
When Peter, Andrew, James and John left everything to follow Jesus, it was the best day of their lives.
They did not ask, “Am | ready for this?” They said to themselves....
“What have we got to lose?” and followed with joy.

No regrets. No second-guessing.

“Impulse disciples”

Then there are those who answer the call on impulse.
They never last.
Like the seed sown on rocky soil, these people soon dry up.

Now great multitudes accompanied him; and he turned and said to them, "If any one
comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.

Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost,
whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation, and is
not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, "This man began to build,
and was not able to finish.'.... So therefore, whoever of you does not renounce all that he
has cannot be my disciple”. "Salt is good; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored?”

Luke 14

No conditions

“Let me first bury my father.”
“Let me first say goodbye to the folks.”

“I'll do it when the kids are grown.”




When Jesus says, “Follow me,” he means, “Now”!
We begin where we are.
He always shows us the next step....
Maybe it's Burger King.
The bus stop.
The guy next door who needs a wrench.
Uncle John in the nursing home.

Those crazies who hit the bars with the gospel.

“Wait a minute, Lord. I'm not ready for that!”
“Of course you are!”
It will be a challenge, wherever he leads me.

But what have | got to lose?

Prayer: Yes, Lord as you call us to follow you, may our attitude be, “what have I got to lose?” Even if we feel this is
beyond us and too challenging , help us to know without a doubt that you are with us, you will lead us, and will always
show us the next step. And because you are with us, and because you are who you are, we will be ready. We will begin
right where we are. And we know the joy before us is so much more than we would ever lose. Amen.
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