LIVING THE MERCY PRAYER

Suddenly we discover that we are not paranoid.
It's actually happening!

They accuse us of wrongs we never committed.

They slander us.

Behind their smiles they’re trying to take us down.

“Lord God, I'm losing sleep over it. | don’t know what they’re going to do next. Help me!”
That’s a valid prayer.

But here’s a better one to add to it suggested by Rex Andrews:
“Lord Jesus, flood that person with your fulfilling mercies, meeting all their needs!”
Moreover our Lord commands us in the midst of our despair to...
“Pray for those who persecute you.”

When we pray for our persecutors....

We're asking God to bless them!

For Him to envelope them with his love.

It’s the kingdom way, a prayer we keep praying for our persecutors till our dying day.

Living what we pray

But we don’t just pray the mercy prayer, we live it.




We enter into the mind of Christ, who lived this kind of mercy all the way to Calvary.

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin, neither was deceit
found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did
not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

| Peter 2:21-25

But what if | can’t do it?

What if the wound they inflicted on my life is so deep, | just cannot bring myself to pray blessing on them?
What if my soul would feel betrayed by praying for the one who has destroyed my life?
I just can’t do it, Lord! Not after what they did to me.

If you want me to pray mercy on them, you will have to help me to die again with you!
Help me to pray the words with my mouth until they reach my heatrt!

Flood this person with your fulfilling mercies, meeting all their needs!
And Lord, empower me to live what | pray!

Prayer: Amen! Yes, Lord, help that mercy reach our lips, our hearts, and our feet.
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