JESUS VS.THE CULT LEADER

How do cult leaders compare to Jesus?

Jesus:

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.”

The cult leader:

“Don’t worry, trust me, support me, | know what I’m doing.”

Jesus speaks the truth.

The cult leader pretends to speak the truth.

Jesus is a servant.

The cult leader, beneath his soft smile, is a tyrant.

Jesus never lets you down.

The cult leader will support you as long as you are of use to him. When you are no longer of use, he
hangs you out to dry.

The cult leader requires loyalty above everything else. Loyalty to him. “How can I lead you, unless |
have your total loyalty. If you’re not willing to commit yourself to me, don’t waste my time”

Who is this cult leader?
He could be the guru of a commune on the edge of town.
He could be your favorite preacher.
He could be your beloved politician.

He is anyone who tolerates evil.... while demanding total loyalty to himself.



A cult is not just a group of weird souls gathered around a tyrant.
A cult is any group of people who have surrendered their minds to an ideology.

Who yield their wills to a man or woman who claims to embody that ideology.

Cult members no longer ask, “Is my leader speaking the truth?” “Of course he speaks the truth!” they insist.
There are Christian cults which are more cult than Christian.
There are political cults which wave their patriotic flags, while they push their doubtful agendas.
There are “spiritual” cults which are more “occult” than spiritual.
All cults have one thing in common:
They are based on alie and controlled by a liar.
Jesus is the exact opposite of a cult leader.
Jesus speaks truth.
He never compromises that truth.
Jesus never dominates his followers.
His disciples are free to turn away at any point.

Jesus’ life matches his message.



Everything he commands of his followers he does himself.

“Love one another as | have loved you.”
Jesus holds us accountable if we allow ourselves to be deceived.
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“Beware of false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves.
You will know them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7)

Prayer: Yes, Lord, help us to beware, help us not to yield to anyone who demands our loyalty, who calls us to
tolerate evil in the guise of reaching their goals...who causes us to let go of what you taught us. Snap us out of the
mesmerizing spell of any leader or ideology that draws us away from loving one another, from having mercy, from
caring for the needy. Help us to see the ravenous appetites of such leaders, the cruelty and greed masked beneath
their lies. Wake us up to how far we are veering from your truth, your heart, your mercy. Help us to realize when we
are making excuses for lies, when we find ourselves justifying unleashing suffering on the most vulnerable. Bring us
back to your sweet commands. Bring our eyes and hearts back to you, dear Jesus. You are the only worthy leader.

Amen.
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