GUIDANCE

I will instruct you and teach thee in the way that you shall go.
| will guide thee with my eye.

Psalm 32
It often begins with desperation.
Lord, I don’t know how I got into this mess. And | don’t know how to get out.
I'm lost!
When | know I'm lost,
When | know | am unable to “figure it out”, the Lord asks a question:
Are you ready to listen?

When we’re lost, “divine guidance” is no longer a concept, it is a necessity.
But how does the Lord guide us?

Do we hear an audible voice?

Do we look for signs?

Is there a feeling of “presence” that leads us through the darkness?

The Lord does the quiding without our help.

Receiving guidance from the Lord is not a matter of skill or technique on our part.
Guidance is totally in the hands of the Lord. He knows how to “get through” to us....

....if we abide in him.



“Abide in me and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.”

John 15
“I have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of Truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.
He will not speak on his own authority; but what he hears, he will speak.
He will declare to you things to come.
He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”
John 16

Our part is to give our bodies and minds to the Lord.

Day by day we put our bodies at the Lord’s disposal.
We present our bodies to him as a living sacrifice, to be spent to the glory of the Father.
Day by day we open our minds to his light, focusing on two things:
Loving God with our entire being.
Loving our neighbor as ourselves.
Daily we put ourselves into God’s hands.

And daily he leads us.

"Fear not, for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine.

When you pass through the waters | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not
consume you.”

Isaiah 43




If we are lost, he will find us.

If we’re confused, he will turn on the light.

If we’re afraid, he will open our eyes to see the angels.

If we are weak, he will transfigure our weakness into strength.

The Lord will guide us, if we place ourselves at his disposal.

By purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; by truthful speech,
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;
through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and
yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and
yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, yet possessing everything.

Il Corinthians 6

Prayer: Lord, we admit we are lost, we are confused, we are so afraid and Lord we feel weak and powerless. We tremble at
what’s before us. We don’t know how to get out of the messes we find ourselves in. We are ready to listen. We are ready to love
you with all we have. We are ready to love others, even the difficult ones, as we love ourselves. We know you will show us what
to do. We know you will lead us in your perfect wonderful way, if we would just abide in you, if we would just listen to you, if we
would just place our hearts willingly into your hands. Help us to live in and obey your Spirit of Truth. Help us to embrace
purity, wisdom, truth, forbearance, patience and kindness. Yes, help us carry these weapons of righteousness as we face our
foes. We know we need not tremble, because no matter where you guide us to, you will be with us. Amen.
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