DAZED AND MYSTIFIED

1

How did it happen?

Those sheep have begun to follow an imposter.

“Hey! That’s not the Shepherd! Turn back, before it’s too late!”
The sheep look up, dazed and mystified.
They hesitate.
Then they hurry to catch up to the other sheep.
Dazed and mystified, they follow the imposter with a passion.

They burn with anger at anyone who tries to warn them of their mistake.



Question:

Could we be found among those mystified sheep?

Could we be committed to dubious certainties that have nothing to do with the true Shepherd?
It's worth asking ourselves every day, “Am | actually following the Shepherd?”

Who will demystify those sheep?

Who will wake them out of their trance?

Only the Shepherd can do it.

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; | came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly.”
John 10

Even now the Shepherd is calling.
He stands at the door of all mystified hearts and knocks.
“Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens the
door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.”
Revelation 3
There is only one Shepherd.
All others are hirelings, thieves and robbers.

There is only one voice that rings true.

All other voices leave us dazed and mystified.



“My sheep hear my voice, and | know them and they follow me.
And I give them eternal life. And they shall never perish.

John 10

Prayer: Lord Jesus, rescue us from being dazed and mystified. Demystify us, wake us up, help us to stop making
excuses and defending imposters for leading us away from your sweet voice. Keep calling to us until we recognize
your voice again, until we open the door to you again, until we are eating with you again, until we are following you

and only you again, and until we are safely in your arms again. Amen.
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