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THE SILENT MIGRATION

The Silent Migration has begun. A shift is taking place. An army
of believers is quietly on the move. These men and women are not
church hopping. They are not disgruntled church folks shopping
for a place to "meet their needs." They are committed followers of
Jesus, searching for something they have not yet found, but which
they know the Lord Jesus himself has prepared for them.

It is a restless army, restless and dissatisfied with what they see
within them and around them. The pagan world is no surprise.
They know that the world at large, for all its religious institutions,
goes about its life with no serious thought of God. What troubles
these believers is the lack of focus in their own lives and the
absence of integrity in much of the Christian world. Christian
radio, Christian publications, Christian television, Christian
enterprise on all sides. Churches galore. Yet the clear, clean,
straightforward Jesus of the New Testament gospels "who went
about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil"
is difficult to find. The despised and rejected one, the man of
sorrows, who was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for
our iniquities, is not easily encountered. Where do we find the
Lord who invited his disciples for breakfast after a night of
fruitless fishing, and spoke to them in the power of his
resurrection? "Simon, son of John, do you love me?....... Feed my
sheep." Where is this Jesus?

What frustrates these disciples as they look out over the "Christian
world" is that the distinction between believers and the world is
only superficial. Beneath the Christian veneer they manifest
almost no difference from the busy pagans around them in the way
they think, handle their money, function on their jobs, treat their
families, spend their time. They drive out of the parking lots of



their churches to pursue a life which is as scattered and distracted
as their neighbors returning from the flea market.

Behind the Silent Migration is a thirst in the hearts of numberless
earnest believers, who are asking, "What do I do to find the
'treasure hidden in a field' which is worth selling everything that I
have to buy the field? Where do I find the real thing? Where do |
connect with the Body of Christ described by Paul in Romans 12,
and I Corinthians 12 and 13? Do I quit my church and go looking
elsewhere? Do I gather a few like-minded friends and start
something new? Do I put up with the status-quo and simply give
myself to prayer?"

May the Spirit of the Lord, who alone can give clear answers,
descend with power as you move through the following pages.
Reading these pages will take discipline. This is a bare-bones
book. Its message will be of little interest to those whose hearts
are not already crying out with the question: "Where to, Lord?"
My prayer is that those who take the trouble to read to the end will
find what they seek—and more.

Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far
more abundantly than all that we ask or think, to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21



CHAPTER 1

THIS CAN'T GO ON

Disappointment. That's what it is. This weird feeling I get when I
leave church. I go there to worship God, to hear the Word, to be
edified. I go with the honest intention of joining my heart to the
hearts of sisters and brothers, to somehow make contact with the
Lord Jesus himself as we come together around his cross. And |
know that many of them come with the same desire. Yet time after
time [ walk away with my soul unsettled.

What am I doing wrong? Even if the service is lacking, I should
be able to bring something to it, and perhaps even glean a bit of
refreshment as a by-product. I'm not going to blame this
emptiness of soul on my fellow worshipers, or on the pastor. But
there is something within me that dies when I come to the
assembly. And it's getting worse.

Do I need to make a personal retreat? Is there an attitude, a
resentment which I can't pinpoint that needs to be confessed and
repented of? I hesitate to talk about this with my church friends
for fear that it might create division. Yet many of them seem to be
going through a similar wilderness. I've read a few books that
have helped with spiritual disciplines. But nothing seems to touch
this unease, this vague spiritual anguish which I can only describe
as disappointment. Am I expecting too much? Or is there a way
out of this wilderness?

One thing is certain. I cannot go on like this without a creeping
spiritual rot spreading through body and soul. I must find
something, do something, change something soon, or everything
within me and around me will be affected. My spouse, my



children, my daily work, my friendships; all this is going to suffer
from my spiritual malaise.

Paul promises that "if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the
old has passed away, behold, the new has come." (II Corinthians
5:17) Ibelieve that I am meant to be such a "new creation." And I
believe that this will never happen in isolation. That the only place
where it ever happens to any one is in the Body of Christ. But the
Body of Christ is surely more than I'm experiencing and
participating in on Sunday mornings and Wednesday night Bible
Studies.

Jesus' offer is clear enough. "If any one thirst, let him come to
me and drink. He who believes in me, as the scripture has said,
'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living water."" So I'm
coming to you, Lord. I want to lay aside all the spiritual baggage
I've been dragging around with me, and come with nothing but my
thirst for living water. You are the spring. And you promise to put
the spring inside me so that I'll not only "never thirst again," but I'll
be a source of life for the lives around me. Rivers of living water
flowing through me—from you. Guide me! Correct me. Convict
me. Draw me. Send me. Whatever the cost.

Whatever the cost!



CHAPTER 2

WHATEVER THE COST

When we pray our way into God's purpose, "whatever the cost,"
we can be sure that as the answer unfolds, life will never be the
same. The Lord's answer to our prayer will bring changes that will
disrupt our present way of living. Long before Peter met Jesus, he
was already on a search. Our first encounter with him in the
gospel of John finds him down in the Jordan wilderness listening
to the prophet John the Baptizer. He had taken time out from his
family and his fishing business to travel a considerable distance—
doubtless on foot—to pursue God. He was trying to satisfy a thirst
that wasn't being met in his local synagogue. His heart was crying
out to God with that dangerous condition: "whatever the cost."

And Peter received more than he bargained for. He not only
submitted to the words of John the Baptizer, but met a man who
would soon sweep him away from everything familiar and lead
him into a life of faith more glorious than he could ever imagine; a
life of labor and persecution and unspeakable joy. The cost of
meeting the Messiah was immense. Life for him would never be
the same again.

Salvation is free. It costs nothing. Jesus paid it all. If we labored
for a million years we could never earn this new life which comes
to us as a gift. And yet it costs everything. Because once we
receive new life in Christ, and are "born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," our lives are
no longer our own. Many of us are unaware of this cost at first.
We are conscious only of a strange longing which nothing earthly
can satisfy. When this longing matures into prayer for God's
direction, "whatever the cost," things begin to happen. The same
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Jesus who said to Peter, "Don't be afraid; from now on you will be
catching men," begins to pull us out of our comfort zone into a
journey that never ends. We become disciples. We begin to learn
the truth about the Kingdom of God as the Spirit opens the
scriptures to us, and draws us into fellowship with other disciples.

Sooner or later, every seeker who desires to truly know and follow
Jesus comes to realize that the door to this new life is marked,
"Whatever the Cost." There is no other way.

Now great multitudes accompanied him; and he turned and said
to them, "If any one comes to me and does not hate his own
father and mother and wife and children and brothers and
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot
be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does
not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to
complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid the foundation, and is
not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, 'This
man began to build, and was not able to finish.' Or what king,
going to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first
and take counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet
him who comes against him with twenty thousand? And if not,
while the other is yet a great way off, he sends an embassy and
asks terms of peace. So therefore, whoever of you does not
renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple."
Luke 14:25-33

Nor do we decide what changes are required, what breaks we must
make from our present attachments. The Spirit will determine
these as we walk in obedience. But the Spirit's guidance can only
take place after we have loosened our grip on everything dear to
us, and made clear to ourselves and to God that Jesus now takes
priority over everything we are and own. As Jesus' disciples, and
in his name, we are prepared to conquer the powers of darkness
"by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of our testimony, and
by loving not our lives even unto death." (Revelation 12:11) We
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die to ourselves and rise with our Lord, long before our martyrdom
becomes actual.

The Narrow Gate and the Narrow Way

""Enter by the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is
easy, that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to
life, and those who find it are few."

Matthew 7:13-14

The narrow gate is the initial prayer, "Lord Jesus, whatever the
cost!" The narrow way is the daily prayer, "Lord Jesus, whatever
the cost!" It's not as though we can take the step of abandoning
our lives to the Lord Jesus, and never think about it again.
Walking through the gate is an awesome step, made possible only
with the help of the Spirit of God. It places us in the realm of the
kingdom of God, even as we walk this earth. But the journey has
just begun. The prayer which opened the narrow gate for me must
now accompany me on the narrow road. Daily I renew my
covenant with the Lamb of God, sealed in his blood: "Lord Jesus, 1
want to know you and follow you today, and through all my days
on earth, whatever the cost!" In Philippians 3 we observe Paul
living such a prayer after years of following Jesus.

"....That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead."”
Philippians 3:10-11

We never reach a time in our walk with the Lord in this world
when we can afford to modify, "whatever the cost." With every
passing year, as our vision of glory increases, the danger of apathy,
compromise, and distraction also increases. If we don't continue to
weed the thorns out of the soil, they will quickly choke the good
seed with the cares and riches and pleasures of this life. Moses
finally learned this lesson at the age of eighty. And for the next
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forty years of his life Moses kept learning that his life was truly at
God's disposal only when he was focused on obedience, whatever
the cost.

Following Jesus, whatever the cost, is not a narrow-minded way.
It's not living with blinders on your eyes, so that you only see the
path in front of you. It's not a gloomy road hemmed in by a
superstructure of rigid religious doctrines. When you meet a man
with a joyless face and a metallic voice who claims to have "given
up the world," for God, be careful not to follow him.

The narrow way is never bondage. To rise each morning to
continue with Jesus, whatever the cost is perfect freedom. "If you
continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will
know the truth, and the truth will make you free." (John 8:31)
Once I have sold everything to buy the field with the treasure, I'm
free from the attachments that held me prisoner. I thank God for
my wife and children, work to do, a house to live in, a car to drive
and money for food and clothing and fuel. But my heart is rooted
in the Source of these gifts who will still be there when everything
else is gone.

The dissatisfaction we often feel with our circumstances, our
church life, the disheartening news reports of spreading corruption
in centers of corporate and political power etc., has its source, not
"out there" but "in here." The part of us which was designed to be
anchored, not in time, but in eternity, is wasted and malnourished.
Only when the life of God begins to well up within this neglected
desert will we be able to cope with the death and corruption which
have betrayed our hope for so long.

The new life which Jesus promises to all who come to him is
poised and waiting. It has our name on it. "It will surely come, it
will not tarry." The miracle we seek begins when our heart has
arrived at the place where it asks, and trusts without reservations—
when it's desire has been refined to the place where it is no longer
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afraid to cry out, daily, "Flood me with your life, Lord God,
whatever the cost!"
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CHAPTER 3

WALK IN THE LIGHT YOU HAVE

I need more light. It seems that the road I'm traveling is leading
nowhere. There must be a way out of this darkness. Did you not
promise, Lord, that if I follow you, I will not walk in darkness?

Answer: Don't just sit there and wait for more light to come to you.
Walk in the light you already have. There are things which are
within your power to do which will put you in touch with the Spirit
in ways you have not yet known. Let the primary aim of your life
be to connect your heart with the heart of God. To love him with
all your heart, soul, strength and mind, and your neighbor as
yourself. Even if your love is flawed, the discipline of aiming your
heart toward God in all that you do will open you to his
redemptive power. The Lord Jesus will draw near and cause
things to happen that will increase your light a thousand fold.

Cornelius, the Roman centurion, was looking for something, but
didn't know what it was. As a Gentile with a heart thirsting for
God, he envied the strong belief of the Jews he knew, and he was
drawn to their faith. But he was an outsider. If he walked into the
synagogue on the Sabbath he'd be in trouble not only with the
Jews, but with his own military establishment.

So Cornelius began to walk in the light he had. He feared God and
disciplined himself to give alms to the needy Jews who were in
plain view. From those who were willing to share their faith, he
learned about keeping their hours of prayer. Who knows how long
Cornelius continued this routine before any encouragement came
to him from God's side. He just kept walking in the light he had.
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He "feared God with all his household, gave alms liberally to the
people and prayed constantly to God." (Acts 10:3)

Anybody who walks in the light they have will soon receive more
light.

About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an
angel of God coming in and saying to him, "Cornelius.” And he
stared at him in terror, and said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said
to him, "Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa and bring
one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a
tanner, whose house is by the seaside."

Acts 10:3-6

Cornelius did not receive spiritual life from the angel. All the
angel did was put him on a search for a flesh-and-blood man who
could give him what he needed. Jewish Peter and his Jewish
friends amazed themselves by entering this Gentile home. It was
the beginning of Cornelius' connection with the living Body of
Christ.

This principle never fails: walk in the light you have, and you will
be directed to the people through whom the Spirit will increase
your light. It may not happen tomorrow or next week. You may
have to keep "fearing God, giving alms liberally, and praying
constantly" for an extended period. The timing belongs to the
Lord. But you will not fail to receive the direction you need. At
the right time you will find yourself in exactly that part of the
Body of Christ where you belong. It may turn out to be the place
where you are right now, as the Spirit begins to stir in new ways.
It may be a fellowship which you have, up to now, refused to
consider a legitimate part of Christ's Body. Or it may even be
something which emerges from a small Bible study which began
in a neighbor's home last month. Before you go "shopping" for the
answer to your emptiness in this church or that, begin by making
sure you are walking in the light God has already given you.
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CHAPTER 4

CORNELIUS PRAYED

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
with sighs too deep for words.

Romans 8:26

When it comes to prayer, who's an expert? After years of making
his powerful witness, the apostle Paul still confesses that "we do
not know how to pray as we ought." When it comes to prayer, the
best approach is to think of yourself as a beginner all your life.
Forget methods and techniques. Admit your inadequacy and just
pray. The Spirit can only help us in our weakness if we make a
stumbling start.

If we allow him to, the Holy Spirit will take over where Jesus left
off. He will enable us to bring the teachings of Jesus on prayer
(and there are many) into our daily life. Our job is to dive in and
begin. "And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought
always to pray and not lose heart." (Luke 18:1) It's the one thing
we can do without any training, and without any props. Find a
place where you can be private and pour out your soul to the
Father. Speak what's on your heart. If you're having trouble
finding words, open your Bible to the Psalms and let them help
you. Psalm 143 is a great place to start. Don't get hung up on,
"destroy all them that afflict my soul;" concentrate on, "Hear my
prayer, O Lord, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness
answer me, and in thy righteousness...." There is hardly a need that
you have that isn't expressed with power in this psalm. The Spirit
will come to your aid as you pray this psalm, and soon you will be
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"airborne" and praying "solo" as thoughts keep rising up from the
depths of your heart.

In our culture it seems weird for a "normal" person to make prayer
a top priority in daily life. But our culture can't be expected to aid
us in finding our place in God's Kingdom. Our culture knows
nothing about God's kingdom. It knows nothing about God. So
we break with the cultural norm and become men and women of
prayer. Cornelius the centurion was in the same bind. He broke
with his Roman culture when he "feared God...gave alms liberally
to the people, and prayed constantly to God." Or think of the
transformation that came over Peter the fisherman from the time he
first met Jesus until we see him praying on that rooftop in Joppa, as
Cornelius' servants are approaching the house. Why is this man,
who once served a useful function in society, wasting his time in
the middle of the day up there on the rooftop praying? Because
Peter has found that prayer is the first essential of his life. He is
now devoting himself "to prayer and the ministry of the word."
Prayer first. The ministry of the word second.

Before Cornelius met Jesus through Peter's testimony, the one
thing these two men had in common was prayer. Cornelius, the
Gentile outsider, and Peter, the apostle, are linked to the true and
living God through prayer, and prayer alone. They didn't read
books about it. They didn't attend seminars about it. They just did
it. They prayed. Peter prayed, consciously aware that the Holy
Spirit was directing him. Cornelius prayed, unaware that he was
being guided on a path which would soon bring him to this gift of
all gifts.

Peter and his Jewish friends arrive at the Gentile home. They
receive a royal welcome from Cornelius who probably has no idea
what a break with their own tradition these men have made by
coming. Peter begins to share the gospel of Jesus with the
assembled family and friends. And before he gets very far into his
message the Spirit interrupts him.
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While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised
who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter
declared, "Can any one forbid water for baptizing these people
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And he
commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.
Acts 10:44-48

Starting the Discipline

The first sign that prayer has actually become a priority in our lives
is that we see the necessity of discipline, and act on it. We realize
that we need something more than crisis prayers, and that brief
prayers in the morning, at night, and before meals, while excellent
ways of expressing our gratitude to the Father, are not enough.
There needs to be a structure in our prayer life that carves out a
serious slice of time to allow us to disengage ourselves from
distractions and concentrate on God alone. His will. His glory.
His love. His word. His beloved Son. His Holy Spirit. Listen to
Cornelius explaining to Peter how it all happened: "Four days ago,
about this hour, I was keeping the ninth hour of prayer in my
house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright apparel.....
Cornelius had formed a discipline. He was keeping the ninth hour
of prayer. At 3:00 p.m. everything stopped. Cornelius would
withdraw from his military duties and go home, close himself off
from everything else, and pray.

Making it Count

It is possible to set aside a serious portion of time for prayer every
day and still allow that precious time to degenerate into an empty
ritual. If Cornelius had allowed the ninth hour of prayer to be
merely a time for daydreaming or wool-gathering or what Jesus
calls "vain repetition," it would have done him little good. The
man had to apply his mind to prayer. To think. To concentrate his
thoughts on worship. He may have been using the Hebrew Psalms
or other helps which came to him from his Jewish friends to focus
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his attention on God. But his mind was active. And his body was
given to the task of offering to God "a sacrifice of praise."

While many of us experience a "honeymoon" in our prayer life
after first coming to faith, we soon discover that prayer is work.
We get plenty of help from the Spirit, but we are still required to
think, remember, concentrate, form words — in our minds, if not
with our mouths. We have to fight distractions and learn to bring
our minds back on track when they go drifting off on a thought or a
memory or resentment or a fantasy.

Jesus teaches us to begin our prayer by remembering who it is
we're praying to. "Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy
name!" Prayer is not a monologue or a soliloquy. It's the pouring
out of our heart to the God of the universe, who is able to listen to
each of us as if he or she were the only one in all creation. Jesus'
presence in our lives enables us to come before the Father as his
children, who are born, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,
nor the will of man, but of God."

Focus on the Qutcome

Cornelius was engaged in more than a ritual when he "prayed
constantly to God." He was placing his life at God's disposal,
trusting that God would lead him. He was walking in the light he
already had, but he knew there was more. And he knew that only
the living God could bring him to whatever that "more" was.
"Cornelius...... Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and bring
one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a
tanner, whose house is by the seaside."

Acts 10:4-6

What Cornelius was thirsting for, and what God was eager to give
him, was living water, the gift of the Holy Spirit. Of course,
Cornelius, as he prayed, was still unaware of this gift. But his
heart was so focused on God and his purpose that the cry of his
heart was answered. He and his household and friends were
visited by the first Gentile Pentecost, which enabled them to live
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and pray as Spirit-born sons and daughters of God. The outcome
of our prayers is always the same: God's kingdom coming, God's
will accomplished, on earth as it is in heaven—by the presence and
power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Don't Just Say Your Prayers: Live Them!

We all know the Lord's Prayer. Most of us pray it often. But this
prayer becomes effective only when we begin to conform our
living to it's words. For example:

Do I hallow the Father's Name?

Do I seek his kingdom above all things?

Does the Father's redemptive will rule my heart?

Do I trust him for my daily needs?

Forgiveness: is it flowing out toward others as well as in
oward me?

Do I heed the Spirit's warnings?

Do I hate evil as much as I love God?

And when I intercede for needy friends, how can I ask God to meet
their financial need, without sharing with them from my
abundance? "'The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much" (James 5:16 KJV). Effective prayer is prayer that
comes from a heart that lives what it prays.

Jesus commands us to "pray, and not lose heart." The Spirit calls
us to "pray without ceasing." It is the one thing we can all do,
anytime, anywhere. It is the foundation of the life of faith. It is the
doorway to life in the Spirit. Pray. Keep praying. Never let the
enemy undermine this discipline. But make sure that your daily
walk moves in the same direction as your daily prayers.
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CHAPTER 5

WHAT SHALL I DO, LORD?

"And I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me,
'Rise, and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all that is

appointed for you to do.""”
Acts 22:10

It is one thing to have the conviction that the Lord has called you.
It is another to know what he wants you to do with that call. To
have a sense of calling without knowing where to go with it can
drain your spirit and confuse your mind. What shall I do, Lord?
Where do I go from here? It is significant that the Lord did not
give Paul a Five-Year Plan. He gave him a simple command: Go
into Damascus and there you will be told all that is appointed for
you. i.e. Take this one step, and you will receive the light you need
for the steps that follow.

The Lord knows very well that if he spreads out the whole plan
before us, we will be tempted to grab the blueprint and run with it,
doing things our way—and on our terms. So he keeps us close to
himself by disclosing only as much as we can handle. We may
have the big picture of the kingdom as we walk with the Lord
Jesus by faith. "No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made
known to you." (John 15:15) But the specifics of our personal
calling unfold only step by step.

We will bear fruit. We will get something done for the kingdom

that will outlast this present world. But Jesus' emphasis is not on
"getting the job done." His emphasis is quite simple: "abide in
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me....and.... love one another." Out of this will come fruit that will
last forever. Disciples will be made. Captives will be set free.
Blind eyes will open. Good news will reach the forgotten poor.
But the place to begin is exactly where the Lord Jesus commands
it to begin: with him.

Paul obeyed orders and went into Damascus. There he met the
Lord whom he had been persecuting—in the person of his
followers. There was a supernatural call on this man's life. But it
would unfold only as Paul placed himself under the authority of
the very people he had been persecuting. He knelt and received
the laying-on-of hands from an "insignificant" follower of Jesus.
He rose and was baptized. He took food from their hands and was
strengthened.

But the Lord was in no hurry to send Paul out as an "apostle to the
Gentiles." There were things he would have to learn, not from
"flesh and blood," but from the Lord Jesus himself. And Paul was
yielded enough to the Spirit not to try to hurry the process.

""But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and had
called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me,
in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not
confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those
who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and
again I returned to Damascus.

Galatians 1:15-17

Paul was learning to abide in the Vine, to draw his strength from
the Lord Jesus. No doubt he had access to Jesus' words in some
form through the believers in Damascus. His time in Arabia was
like Jesus' forty days in the wilderness before beginning his
ministry. As Jesus communed with his Father, Paul communed
with the Lord Jesus, and through Jesus began to know the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in a new way. The Spirit of the Son in
Paul's heart was beginning to cry "Abba! Father!." He was no
longer a slave, but a son, and heir of the kingdom. During this
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time it is hardly likely that Paul ever asked, "What shall I do?" He
was occupied with the "one thing needful": knowing and loving
God with all his heart, soul, strength, and mind. From the
wilderness of Arabia Paul returned to the fellowship in Damascus
where he had first begun his life as a believer. It would be another
three years before he would check in at headquarters, meeting with
Peter and James in Jerusalem. Nothing about his future was clear
to Paul except that it had been revealed that he would eventually
be working among the Gentiles—and that he would suffer. The
plan belonged to the Lord. It would unfold in its own time.

When we find ourselves at loose ends and wondering, "What shall
I be doing? Where do I go from here?" it's usually a sign that it's
time for us to back off and concentrate on the most important issue
of all: forming the discipline of abiding in the Vine. We have to
learn to distinguish between our impatient time frame and the
outworking of eternity in time, as the Spirit leads us forward and
opens doors ahead of us. The Spirit can only lead us when we are
disengaged from our own agenda and deeply rooted in the mind of
Christ. "As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am
the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in me, and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do
nothing."

(John 15:4-5)

Sometime later we find Paul serving as a teacher in Antioch. Still,
Paul's first priority is not his teaching, but his relationship with his
Lord Jesus. Nothing is allowed to distract him from his desire to
simply please God. This was not only Paul's approach, but that of
all the leaders of that body of believers.

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers,
Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,
Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, ""Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
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I have called them." Then after fasting and praying they laid
their hands on them and sent them off.
Acts 13:1-3

No strategy meetings. No missionary outreach committees. No
fund raising. Just worship and fasting. Their focus was not on
"the work," but on the Lord. Because they understood that the
program belonged to the Lord. When he was ready to involve
them, he would. And he did.

The same principle applies to our individual lives. We worship.
We concentrate on abiding in the Vine. We keep serving in the
place where we are, even if all we are doing is scrubbing floors or
stacking dishes. The plan will unfold as the eternal Spirit of God
breaks into our world of time and leads us to the next step. More
will be accomplished by five minutes of obedience than twenty
years of "church building" we were never told to do. Our Lord
Jesus promises that if we come to him and get under the yoke with
him we will find rest. Rest from the gnawing unease of wondering
whether I'm really where I'm supposed to be, whether I'm truly
doing what I'm supposed to be doing.

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light."

Matthew 11:29-30
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CHAPTER 6

EXPECTATION

My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from
him.
Psalm 62:5

He didn't learn this lesson overnight. How many disappointments
did this man have to experience, how many letdowns did it take,
before David began to train his soul to "wait only upon God"?
When he stood before Goliath, he knew exactly who to look to for
his strength. It was so clear: the God of Israel was being defied,
and he, David, would stand before the giant in God's name and
bring him down to size. He was waiting upon God. His
expectation was from him alone.

But that lovely spring evening, when King David looked down
from his rooftop luxury and saw an exquisite woman bathing, the
God of Israel was forgotten. David chose to "wait upon" himself,
and pluck this prize, which belonged to another man, for his own
delight. When problems arose, David's expectation shifted still
farther from God. He would deal with this mess and clean it up
with dispatch. Bring Uriah home, let him sleep with his wife, and
no one will ever know who the father of the child really is. David
expected Uriah to cooperate with this plan. He was wrong. David
expected Joab, the general, to dispose of Uriah in the heat of battle.
He was right. But every expectation of David's conniving heart
was thwarted by more problems, until Nathan, the prophet, laid out
the consequences of David's sin: "Now therefore the sword shall
never depart from your house." David was forgiven, but he lived
with the consequences of his action for the rest of his days on
earth.
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Trouble after trouble came crashing down upon the head of this
mighty king, this man who kept crying out to God for a clean heart
and a right spirit, until he understood that every source of
satisfaction, disconnected from the mercy of God, brings only
disappointment.

My soul, wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is from
him.

This is not a mantra repeated endlessly on Cloud Nine. This is the
cry of a heart of flesh and blood, uttered in the real world, where
we have to eat and drink, and buy and sell, and marry and give in
marriage. Where we need transportation and shelter and clothing
and health care. Where we need work to do, and friends, and
protection from multiplying dangers. But most of all, where we
need to train our souls to wait only upon God and aim our hope
toward him alone—"for our expectation is from him."

Think of the ways your mind drifts toward expectations which you
know are dangerous territory, enemy territory. If you fail to bring
it back into focus, your mind will begin to expect its fantasies to
produce—to materialize. And if you allow those fantasies to
linger, you will begin to position yourself to receive what you
crave. And the powers of darkness will come to your aid. What
you are now expecting is totally disconnected from God's world.
And whether you receive it or not, you are sliding away from the
source of all life. Your expectations will multiply. They will
become more vain and complex. And you will soon be as
swallowed up in confusion as David was.

Take the success syndrome as an example. What's wrong with
wanting to be successful in our careers, our businesses, our
churches, our trades? Frank was the pastor of an inner-city church.
He and his family sacrificed their security to make their home in
the neighborhood of the church. Frank put in hours that you
wouldn't believe. He was an excellent teacher and preacher. He
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had a gift for making connections with people who could be useful
to his ministry. The leaders of Frank's denomination were
impressed with what was happening in Frank's church. Here was a
guy who loved Jesus, and who knew how to make an inner-city,
multi-ethnic church work!

Nobody noticed, including Frank, that his expectations began to
shift. In the beginning of this work it was simple: "My soul, wait
thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him." But as
Frank began to see "results," the success bug found its way into his
soul. Now his soul was beginning to wait upon other things. His
expectation, which was once focused upon his Lord Jesus, was
now focused on numbers, finances, outward signs of success. One
day, years later, Frank woke up and looked at this kingdom he had
built and shuddered with shame. The heart of the disciple of Jesus
focuses its expectation in only one place: God.

"Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the
desires of thine heart.”
Psalms 37:4

If I truly delight myself in the Lord, my desires, are nowhere but in
him. I will not be sidetracked by visions of "kingdom success" or
any other expectation which does not come from him.

Expect Guidance

There are believers who won't get out of bed until the Lord tells
them what socks to put on. They feel a need to consult the Spirit
regarding their breakfast menu, and which way they should drive
to work. Except for extremely neurotic souls, most of these
minutely guided saints manage to be "guided" along paths that
match their desires in remarkable ways. Those of us who consider
ourselves to be more "normal," stand back and hesitate over the
very concept of divine guidance in everyday life for ordinary
people like ourselves. We swing to the other extreme and avoid
the very thought of the Spirit "guiding us into all truth" and
"showing us things to come." We don't wish to become weird.
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But when our Lord Jesus tells his followers, "Lo, I am with you
always, to the close of the age," when he promises to send us
"another Comforter to be with (us) forever," he is offering us more
than a warm feeling in our souls. Through the presence of the
Holy Spirit, he is with us not only to empower us to walk the walk,
but to enlighten us as to where we should walk and how we should
get there. The book of Acts is loaded with evidence that the
believers were not left to their own resources. They were guided.
Jesus spoke. The Spirit spoke. These men and women expected
guidance and received it. They did not form plans and then ask
God to bless them. They looked to God to draw them into his
plans, and they were never disappointed.

How the Lord's guidance comes to us is always a mystery. We can
never tap into it at will or turn it on like a light switch. We pray.
We wait. We think with a sanctified brain. We listen. And
somehow the guidance comes by the time it is needed. But it
rarely comes to those who never seek it, who never expect it.

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go:
1 will guide thee with mine eye. Be ye not as the horse, or as the
mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held
in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee.

Psalm 32:8-9 (KJV)

We will be guided as sons and daughters of the living God, as he
quickens his word to us through his living presence, as he instructs
and teaches us in the way that we should go. The Lord Jesus will
guide every follower who expects to be guided, and whose heart is
yielded in obedience to him. Our job is to train our souls to "wait
thou only upon God, for my expectation is from him."
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CHAPTER 7

WE ALL NEED FELLOWSHIP, BUT.....

....... Not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

Hebrews 10:25

Agreed, there's no such thing as a "Lone Ranger" Christian. To be
born again is to be born into a family. "For by one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body—1Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and
all were made to drink of one Spirit." (I Corinthians 12:13) The
blood of the cross washes away all the things which separated us
from each other and makes us one in Christ Jesus. This is not
theory. It 1is fact.

Somewhere in this vast earth each of us connects with the Body of
Christ in a specific assembly made up of people among whom the
Spirit himself has placed us. Until he moves us elsewhere, that's
where we belong. You could say we're stuck with these folks,
whether we like it or not. This is where we learn to "put off the
old nature with its practices, and....put on the new nature which
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.”

(Colossians 3:9b-10) In this assembly, for all its weaknesses, we
learn to "let the peace of Christ rule in (our) hearts, to which
indeed (we) were called in the one body." (Colossians 3:15)

We need fellowship. We can't survive spiritually without it. But
what if the relationships which take place in our assembly are no
deeper than a smile and a hello in the supermarket? What if the
whole setup seems designed to allow us to face forward to the
preacher and the choir, but never to each other, except during the
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"meet and greet" segment of the program, or a friendly, but formal
"sharing the peace?" Is this fellowship? Is this what our Lord
intends when he commands us to love one another? Is this what
Paul was driving at when he exhorted us to "bear one another's
burdens,"....."forbearing one another in love" .....to "let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another
in all wisdom"? Yes, we need fellowship. But fellowship is more
than "going to church," especially when "church" often provides
less sharing of our hearts than the local bar.

So what do we do? Do we work to change the structure so that it
is more conducive to open sharing? Do we establish small groups
where fellowship can be experienced in an intimate setting? Or
does the solution begin on a more basic level: with us? Our
attitude. Our approach. Our own personal connection with the
Lord Jesus, and with these people among whom he has placed us.

While John the Baptizer operated outside the framework of
established Judaism, our Lord Jesus went to the synagogue each
Sabbath "as was his custom." Jesus taught in the synagogue, and
healed people there. Nor do we see any evidence that he ever tried
to make the synagogue different from what it had always been. He
just went to the synagogue with his disciples and participated as
any other devout Jewish man. We never hear Jesus complaining
about the dryness of the liturgy or the aridity of the atmosphere.
All he concerned himself with was worshiping the Father and
teaching the word. Yet we can be sure that our Lord's presence in
the synagogue did something to the atmosphere. Demons cried out
to him. The sick were drawn to him. Things loosened up.

After Pentecost, when the Body of Christ began to form, it took
shape in a Jewish setting. These Jews did not separate themselves
from all other Jews announcing, "We don't belong with you
anymore. We've got something new going here. We're the
Christian Church; if you want the truth, come to us!" No, this new
thing which had happened to them made them no less Jewish than
they were before. "And day by day, attending the temple together
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and breaking bread in their homes, they partook of food with glad
and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who
were being saved." They had fellowship, kingdom fellowship,
something which they had never before experienced, right in the
midst of traditional Judaism! Something had happened to them
which caused them to relate to each other in a way which was
impossible before.

It happened suddenly. It was the beginning of a change of outlook
and attitude which ignited, first, their relationship with God, and
then their relationship with each other. No human strategy brought
this about. It came from above. All these people did was open
their hearts and yield to the Spirit's direction to a degree that they
were no longer earthbound. They still worked for a living, raised
their children, talked with their neighbors and went about their
lives much the same as always. But they were no longer
imprisoned in an attachment to things. No longer bound by their
former fears and pursuits. Jesus was so real to them, so important,
so loved, that he became their link with each other.

These people had nothing else in common that mattered. Even
their Jewishness began to yield as the Spirit began welcoming
Gentiles into the Body. They were poor, they were rich, they were
young, old, wise, simple, barbarians, and cultured. But they knew
Jesus as Lord. Their love for him was their bond with each other.
And in this they began to taste a kind of fellowship which is not of
this world.

This kind of fellowship will emerge wherever two or three
followers of Jesus allow the Spirit to lead them out of themselves
and into submission to the Master as the supreme priority of their
lives. It can happen in any setting—mega church, cell church,
house church, program church, community church, denominational
church, or Mabel's kitchen table.. "God is faithful, by whom you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord."
(I Corinthians 1:9) All we need to do is answer that call.
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We begin by functioning in our present church setting much the
way the earliest followers of Jesus continued attending the temple
and the synagogue. Having come into fresh fellowship with the
Master we have begun to find unity with sisters and brothers.
People are drawn to us whose hearts are as thirsty as ours for more
of God. But now we reach a fork in the road. One of two things
begins to happen. Either the fire which has ignited our hearts
begins to spread to others, lifting the atmosphere around us and
creating genuine fellowship in the church; or the atmosphere
begins to harden, and we find ourselves, like Paul in the synagogue
at Corinth — forced to move on.

When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was
occupied with preaching, testifying to the Jews that the Christ
was Jesus. And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook
out his garments and said to them. " Your blood be upon your
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."
And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titus
Justus, a worshiper of God; his house was next door to the
synagogue. Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the
Lord, together with all his household; and many of the
Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized.

Acts 18:5-8

In other words, we continue faithful in the place where we are until
it becomes clear, as it did to Paul, that we no longer belong. We
are aliens and exiles in this place.

Lord, have I become self-righteous and judgmental? If this
strangeness which I feel is coming from arrogance within me,
convict me and bring me to repentance! But if you are calling me
out of Babylon, confirm the call and lead me on.
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CHAPTER 8

DISENGAGE FROM
THE EGO-DRIVEN CHURCH

""Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask."

"What do you want me to do for you?"

""Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in
your glory."

Mark 10:35-37

These lads were thinking ahead. Without apology, they were
gunning for the top slots. And, remember, they were disciples.
This was James, the first of the twelve to be martyred, and John,
the beloved disciple. They loved Jesus. They were radically
committed to him. But they also had healthy egos. Among the
disciples of Jesus this clamor for the top slot continued right up to
the night he was betrayed. Because the thirst for high honor is so
deeply rooted in our old nature, Jesus repeated his strong answer to
this proclivity again and again.

""You know that those who are supposed to rule over the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over
them. But it shall not be so among you; but whoever would be
great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be
first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of man came
not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many."

Mark 10:42-45

When Jesus died on the cross, he took their egos with him to the

grave. And when he rose, he brought them the power to live as he
taught them: to be servants. Now they would have to learn to
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leave their egos in the grave, and live in the power of the
resurrection as servants. They began to wash one another's feet.
They gave up their lust to exalt their own names and allowed their
names to be lost in the name of Jesus.

Since the earliest days of the church the Spirit of the Lord has been
a Spirit of Servanthood in its life and practice. Wherever the
greatest among believers has been their servant, and the first the
slave of all, the power of the Spirit is free to move. Wherever the
old nature rears its head, egos clash, divisions form; the Body of
Christ becomes weak.

This weakness is not always evident. There are mega churches
built around the personality of one man or woman. These
churches often appear to be on the cutting edge of the "new church
paradigm." They certainly have more life and energy than many a
tired, aging, main-line congregation. But check the dynamics of
this booming enterprise against the gospel, and you find the
essential quality of servanthood is missing from the top down.
Without servanthood practiced from the bottom up, any church is
weak in the Spirit, strong in the flesh.

Most of us have tolerated the ego factor in church life—in
ourselves, and in others—as something we have to live with. How
can we escape the ego factor as long as we're in this world of flesh
and blood? But we are living at an hour when the Spirit appears to
be doing some house-cleaning in the professing church.

(Judgment always begins with the household of God.) And just as
the deceit of Ananias and Sapphira was dealt with in "severe
mercy," the ego-driven church is now coming under judgment.

Believers who in the past managed to mix their service to God
with service to the ego are now experiencing conviction from the
Spirit, calling them to repentance.

"I know your works; you have a name of being alive, and you

are dead. Awake and strengthen what remains and is on the
point of death, for I have not found your works perfect
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(wholehearted) in the sight of my God. Remember what you have
received and heard; keep that and repent.”
Revelation 3:1b-3a

What have we "received and heard" that we have forgotten?
Nothing is more urgently in need of recalling than our Lord's
command to lose our egos in servanthood. "Whoever would be
first among you must be the slave of all." These words cannot be
watered down. They cry out to be lived in the power of the Spirit.
Which means two things. First, we are to repent of our own
pursuit of preeminence and become foot washers. Second, we
need to disengage from the ego-driven church, even if it means a
time of wilderness wandering until we find the path to where we
are to fit in the Body of Christ.

Ending our pursuit of preeminence

Many of us may find it hard to believe that we are guilty of such a
thing. How could anyone ever accuse me of seeking my own
glory? I have always kept a low profile. I'm shy. The limelight
doesn't appeal to me, in fact I'm scared of it! One test of how
humble we truly are is to note our reaction when someone ignores
us. They talk to our friend, who stands next to us. They know his
name. They express great interest in what he has to say. They
make eye contact with him. But never with us. Suddenly the ego
we didn't think we had begins clamoring for recognition. It is
incensed! Of course, many of us are more "normal" when it comes
to the state of our egos. We readily admit that we crave
recognition, at least from certain people and in certain circles. We
like to win. We work to achieve. We measure our worth by the
respect and recognition which comes to us in the circles where we
travel.

But now the Lord visits us afresh with the basic lesson of kingdom
life—the life we begin to live once we have been washed in his
blood and quickened by his Spirit: "Whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first must
be slave of all. For the Son of man came not to be served, but to
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serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." So we begin a
change of direction. Instead of pursuing preeminence, we pursue
the Son of man. We get under his yoke and learn from him "who
is meek and lowly of heart." And behold, we find rest for our
souls. For most of us it is a slow process. We have been so in the
habit of traveling the ego road that it takes discipline to train our
hearts to "remember what we have received and heard," to "keep
that and repent." We discipline ourselves daily to present our
bodies as a living sacrifice, daily to break from conformity with
the spirit of the world around us, renewing our minds in the Spirit
of God.

And we receive supernatural help. We are not alone. We are under
the yoke with the Lord Jesus himself. His Spirit empowers us to
lay aside our vanity and wash feet. And just as Jesus promises, the
stress which followed us on that ego road disappears, and we begin
to find rest for our souls even while we serve.

For most of us this service to others begins with intercession. We
lift the names of those in our "bundle of concern" before God day
by day, trusting that the very utterance of this person's name in
prayer touches the Father's heart, and through him, makes an
impact in the unseen world—driving back the powers of darkness,
releasing redemptive power into their lives. Out of our
intercession will come direction for specific acts of service. A
visit. A phone call. Sharing our financial resources. A casserole.
A drive to the hospital. An e-mail. A letter. A chore that needs
doing. Foot washing, simple service to the people around us—
both believers and unbelievers—is our basic school of discipleship.
It is in this school that the Spirit of the Lord teaches us a new way
of living, and delivers us from the bondage of our old nature.

Disengaging from the ego-driven church

"If you're looking for the perfect church, you'll never find it. And
if by some miracle you were to find it, it would no longer be the
perfect church, once you joined it." Who can argue against this
well-known argument, which has inspired many of us to "stay put"
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in our churches when we have been tempted to leave. But does
this argument apply to a church which is not merely imperfect, it is
ego-driven? Granted, a church without flaws does not exist in this
present realm of flesh and blood. From its earliest days the Body
of Christ has had to deal with conflicts and outright sins in its
ongoing life. But as long as the Spirit of the Lord Jesus was able
to bring it to repentance (i.e. I Corinthians 5, II Corinthians 6,
Revelation 2 and 3) the church continued to thrive as a servant
reflection of its Master.

But when a congregation of believers begins to drift from the way
of servanthood, when "repentance" becomes nothing more than a
ritual act, there comes a point where it ceases to have God's light in
its midst.

""But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love
you had at first. Remember then from what you have fallen,
repent and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to
you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you
repent."

Revelation 2:4-5

If we insist on having things our way, the heavenly Father will not
oppose us. Things will go our way, but the "lampstand" of God's
presence will disappear. Where there once was light there is now
darkness. The leading of the Spirit has been replaced by the drive
of the human ego. This Christian enterprise has become more
"enterprise" than Christian. Worship has metamorphosed into a
production. The leader who began as a servant is now a celebrity
in his own little kingdom. The message may be "doctrinally
sound" yet strangely empty of the atmosphere of heaven. The call
to "deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me," has given
way to the gospel of self-esteem, prosperity, or some new coveted
"spiritual experience."

Is this new life in Christ? Or is this "meeting my needs"!? "I've
finally found a church that meets my needs!" What do you mean
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by "my needs?" Jesus promised that our needs would surely be
met, as we seek first God's kingdom and his righteousness.. But
when "my needs" come first, ['ve been drawn into the realm of the
ego-driven church; I am in Babylon. When Babylon has taken
over a church, we have no choice but to disengage and move on.

This is never done impulsively. Nor is it safely done without much
prayer. Nor is it done without searching our own hearts to make
sure that we ourselves are not being ego driven in our act of
departure. "Search me O God and know my heart: try me and
know my thoughts. And see if there be any wicked way in me, and
lead me in the way everlasting." (Psalm 139:23-24)

John has strong words in his second epistle for those who do not
"abide in the doctrine of Christ." John was dealing with more than
the "docetic heresy." He was concerned with anything that
usurped the throne which belongs only to Jesus. For if Jesus is not
on the throne of our hearts, if ego replaces him, the life of the
Body of Christ, and all its members, is threatened. "Look to
yourselves, that you may not lose what you have worked for, but
may win a full reward." (Il John 1:8) Here, as in our Lord's
warning about false prophets, it's up to the believer to know when
to disengage.
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CHAPTER 9

THE WILDERNESS

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and
was led by the Spirit for forty days in the wilderness, tempted by
the devil.. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into
Galilee.

Luke 4:1, 2-14

There is no escaping it. If we are walking with Jesus, we will be
led by the Spirit into the wilderness. It is part of our preparation.
Abraham went there ("not knowing whither he went") and came
out strengthened. Moses found God there. Elijah was restored
there. Saul of Tarsus, instead of conferring "with flesh and blood,"
withdrew into (the wilderness of) Arabia. The wilderness is the
place where nothing is clear but the promise of God's presence.
Sooner or later each follower of Jesus is led into such a place.

Before he ever preached a sermon or healed a single soul Jesus
was brought to the wilderness, where he had to deal with the same
tempter who visited our first parents. It was there that Jesus made
clear to the prince of this world that he would live by every word
that proceeded out of the mouth of his Father, that he would
accomplish what he was sent to do by yielding as the Son of man
in total obedience to his Father's will.

For most of us this happens soon after our "honeymoon" with the
Spirit is over. We've crossed the Red Sea. We've tasted the power
of God. Joy rules our hearts. Now comes the long trek toward the
promised land: the wilderness, where we learn to walk by faith in
practical ways. How long this wilderness season lasts is up to
God. Forty days for our Lord. Forty years for the Israelites. It is
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the place where we learn to endure in the face of rejection,
hardship, suffering. Here in the wilderness we develop tough skin,
a tender heart, and a steady mind.

"I have said all this to you to keep you from falling away. They
will put you out of the synagogues; indeed, the hour is coming
when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.
And they will do this because they have not known the Father,
nor me. But I have said these things to you, that when their hour
comes you may remember that I told you of them."

John 16:1-4

The wilderness is a time of isolation from the world with which we
have been familiar. The disciples were put out of synagogues,
(which they never stopped attending until they were expelled).
"Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and
imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they
were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated—of whom the world was not
worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth." (Hebrews 11:36-38)

Our wilderness may not be as painful or violent as it has been for
believers in other places and at other times. But we will certainly
taste how it feels to be on the outside, uncertain as to which
direction to take to find an oasis. It is in the wilderness that we
learn to appreciate and live by the basics which God provides

Water

"If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. He who
believes in me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall
Sflow rivers of living water.'”’

John 7:37-38

It seemed as though the water of life was always there. Someone

would be sure to come through with living words. Even if things
became dry in one part of the Body, there were places we could go,
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people we could talk to, who would refresh the soul. But here in
the wilderness we begin to understand that not all water is living
water. We begin to appreciate what an awesome thing it is to
receive a word which is truly Spirit and life, and that this word has
only one source: the Lord Jesus himself. We experience what Paul
was describing when he explained to the Galatians that he "did not
confer with flesh and blood." We have entered a season when all
the human supports from which we drew strength in the past have
been withdrawn. And to our amazement the words of the Lord
Jesus, which have long since penetrated our hearts, begin to
address us with fresh power. Our hearts burn as he "opens to us
the scriptures and talks with us on the road." We are drinking
water out of the Rock. Here in the wilderness we are being
refreshed.

Manna

""As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father,
so he who eats me will live because of me. This is the bread
which came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate and
died; he who eats this bread will live forever."

John 6:37-38

What a shock it must have been in the synagogue that day when
Jesus told his listeners that the only way they would have true life
was to eat his flesh and drink his blood. Drink his blood? Jews
are forbidden to drink blood. Eat his flesh? What a revolting
concept! "This is a hard saying," they complained, "who can listen
to it?" And many of them refused. They "drew back and no
longer went about with him." Did these offended disciples
misunderstand what Jesus was talking about? No, they understood
what Jesus was getting at better than many of us do. Jesus was
describing a "wilderness covenant" which he invites us to enter:
Jesus gives himself to us as our source of life and we give
ourselves to him as a living sacrifice. "This is my body, broken for
you. This is my blood of the New Covenant, shed for your sins."
The minute I receive this food, I no longer belong to myself; I
belong to him. I am joined to him in an eternal covenant. I am
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crucified with him. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. This is "the
mystery hidden for ages and generations but now made manifest
to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great
among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery,
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

(Colossians 1:26-27)

We know the doctrine: Jesus is the living bread which came down
from heaven and gives life to the world. Jesus is the true manna.
But now, in the wilderness we begin to turn the doctrine into
actual living, to feed on this bread. We learn that we are not alive
in God, nor do we remain alive in God except as we actually draw
our life from our Lord Jesus. Apart from him we can do nothing
good. Apart from him we have no health, no wisdom, no strength,
no vision, no love for God or man. He alone is the source.

So we listen to his word. We obey him. We practice his presence.
We worship him. We look out upon the world around us through
his eyes. We listen to the cries of the suffering ones through his
ears. Not only do we approach the Father in his name, we move
out into the world, to our jobs, our friendships, our errands, our
problems, always in his name. "Whatever you do, in word or
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him."

(Colossians 3:17)

The Return
"And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee..."
Luke 4:14

When Jesus returned from the wilderness, he was focused on one
thing: the Father's will. He had made clear to the Enemy that he
would do nothing to satisfy himself or anyone else, that he was
here to speak whatever he was given, to do whatever he was
shown. He had left his divine prerogatives in heaven when he
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came among us. And now he would accomplish what he was
given to do by the power of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus' disciples,
laboring under the yoke with him, we commit ourselves to the
same approach.

We return in the power of the Spirit to our Galilee. And our
Galilee begins wherever we are. As Jesus taught in their
synagogues, we find our way into the synagogue's Christian
counterpart: the church. It is highly unlikely that Jesus scratched
his head and tried to figure out which synagogue would be most
suitable. We find him launching his work in the synagogue which
was probably the most frustrating of all: the one where he had been
brought up, where everybody knew him. Well, they thought they
knew him. These people had never seen Jesus behave like this
before!

And he stood up to read; and there was given to him the book of
the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found the place where
it was written,

""The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord."
And he closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat
down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
And he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing."
Luke 4:17-21

Before Jesus was finished speaking the town folks were so angry
about what they had heard, that they ran him out of town with
every intention of pushing him off a cliff. What a way for them to
welcome their home-town boy! Was Jesus upset? No. He wasn't
trying to become a Hebrew celebrity. He was simply committed to
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pleasing his Father. We have no guarantee that our Galilee will be
any friendlier. How we are received is not our problem. All we
need to be concerned about is how we obey.
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CHAPTER 10

A NEW START

1t is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not.

They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.

The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in
him.

Lamentations 3:22-24 KJV

We emerge from the wilderness into a new world. Seasoned and
strengthened by our wilderness journey, we begin to see with new
eyes. Our loved ones, our church, our job, our neighborhood are
all transformed by the Spirit into the Vineyard of God, where we
have been sent to work. To understand what that work is, we look
to Jesus. We study with our hearts how Jesus emerged from his
wilderness.

This thirty-year-old man, who had lived in obscurity all his life,
suddenly begins moving about Galilee as the Spirit-anointed Son
of man with a message. His ministry is so simple and matter-of-
fact that the authorities are baffled. Jesus does not seek the
limelight. He does not pursue multitudes (they pursue him). He
seeks only one thing: daily, hourly, to do the Father's will, to obey
the Father's commands.

Our work, likewise, is not a production, it's a way of life. It is
simply seeing our present daily life under a call from the Lord
Jesus, empowered by the Spirit of Jesus, driven by the words of
Jesus. Without climbing on a soapbox, we begin to bring good
news to the poor and afflicted ones who mysteriously gravitate
toward us. With inward certainty we know ourselves to be
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servants of the Lamb, carrying his redemptive presence in our very
bodies, speaking the words he puts in our mouths in ordinary
interaction with people.

We have no agenda. All we have is a gospel to which we seek to
conform our lives, even as we share it in appropriate ways and at
appropriate times with those who are drawn to us. The Spirit is
preparing the way ahead of us as he transforms our ordinary daily
life into service to God. We are at the Spirit's disposal 24/7,
worshiping the Father in our hearts as we drive the freeway or ride
the elevator, or answer the phone or sweep the front steps. The
supernatural permeates the mundane. We have arrived in the
power of the Spirit at Galilee—our Galilee.

A new Kkind of fellowship

After Jesus returned from the wilderness to Galilee, those thirty
years of carrying within him his solitary secret were over. He
would no longer travel alone. He gathered disciples who were not
clients but friends—brothers with whom he broke bread and shared
his thoughts, sisters who "provided for them out of their means."
(Luke 8:3) While Jesus spent hours in solitary prayer, his ministry
was not solitary. He did not function as a lone prophet.

Everything he did was in company with disciples. He created
fellowship wherever he went. And when the Spirit brings us out of
the wilderness and gives us a new start, he gradually gathers us
into the company of sisters and brothers. They may be in the
church we presently attend. They may be people at work whom
we never realized were believers. We may discover them through
a casual conversation in the subway or the bus stop. These people
are being joined to us by the Lord himself. And through them we
will begin to experience the reality of the Body of Christ in a new
way.

Of course, we have to make ourselves available to the ones with
whom the Spirit has chosen to join us. Many of us have been so in
the habit of maintaining privacy in every area of our lives that we
hesitate to open the door of our hearts too quickly or too wide to
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anyone besides our very best friends. Perhaps we've had
experiences in the past with a controlling personality or
participated in a fellowship which took on the characteristics of a
cult. So we're wary. Fair enough, move slowly. Let the Spirit
bring about the kind of fellowship he has in mind as time passes.
All we have to do is be available, first to the Spirit's direction, and
second to the people who begin to emerge as sisters and brothers
on this new road of earnest and joyful discipleship.

Impossible chemistry

Jesus has a way of gathering people into fellowship who seem to
have nothing in common but himself. They do not see eye-to-eye
about politics. They have different preferences when it comes to
worship. They come from different parts of the country, or the
world. Yet there they are, stuck with each other so-to-speak
because Jesus put them there.

Consider Philip and Nathanael. They were friends. They came
from the same town in Galilee, Bethsaida. But when Philip
announced to his friend, Nathanael, that he had found "him of
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph," Nathanael was certain that Philip had
made a mistake. "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" says
Nathanael. And Nathanael knows what he's talking about.
Nazareth was the last place on earth anyone with brains would
want to be from. Philip does not argue with his friend; he simply
says, "Come and see."

Once we have emerged from our wilderness and have begun to
move into our Galilee in the power of the Spirit, we will be joined
by others who have been prepared by God in the same way we
have. Our ministries will merge in a kind of fellowship which may
be new to us. Loose, free, informal, joyful, yet dead earnest about
obedience to the living God. We will see the harvest field with
new eyes and realize that it begins exactly where we are.
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CHAPTER 11

WHAT HAPPENED TO THOSE CROWDS?

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
Then he said to his disciples, ""The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send
out laborers into his harvest."

Matthew 9:36-38

The disciples could see what Jesus was talking about. The crowds
were pressing in. There was such a need for someone to help
them find their way! Such an appetite for hope! Such a cry for
healing for their troubled minds and their wounded, weary bodies!
When Jesus urged his disciples to pray for laborers in the harvest
there was no need to use their imagination. The harvest was
stretched out before them.

And when Jesus called the twelve together and sent them out with
authority to cast out demons, heal, and announce the kingdom of
heaven, there was no confusion. These men knew where to go and
what to do. It would not be a picnic. There would be danger and
persecution from the moment they began until their likely violent
end. But there was no confusion about the task.

""Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be
wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men; for they
will deliver you up to councils, and flog you in their synagogues,
and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake,
to bear testimony before them and the Gentiles."

Matthew 10:16-17
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But where are those harassed and helpless crowds now? They are
certainly not pressing in on us crying for our help. Where are
those sheep without a shepherd? Is there something wrong with
our vision, or have the needy crowds gone elsewhere looking for
help? Jesus and his disciples never had to drum up business. It
was there, both during Jesus' flesh-and-blood ministry and during
the phenomenal expansion of the Body of Christ after Pentecost.
Was the time more opportune? Or are we blind to a harvest
equally vast?

When Jesus sent his disciples out, he instructed them to go "to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel." Lost sheep may sometimes be
found in bunches, but usually they're wandering the hillside alone.
As the disciples connected with these lost sheep and bound up
their wounds and brought them back to the Master, crowds would
often form. And as quickly as they would form, they would melt
away. Crowds came and went. But the steady aim of the disciples
was to reach the ones to whom Jesus sent them: the lost sheep—
one-at-a-time.

The crowds of harassed and helpless sheep may not be obvious to
our eyes. But they are there. Scattered and wandering and
confused by the thousand voices which promise fulfillment. Just
one lost sheep stumbling across our path is all we need to begin the
harvest. And that one lost sheep will become visible to us if we
will begin where our Lord Jesus began, where his disciples began:
by praying the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into the
harvest. Praying for lost sheep we already know. Praying for the
Spirit's power as we begin reaching out to the person who crosses
our consciousness, or stumbles into our path, or begins pouring out
his soul at Gate A-52 at the airport.

There is nothing romantic about the harvest. It is simply there.
Real people living in the real world, experiencing real boredom or
pain or loneliness or bitterness. We tell them that the kingdom of
heaven is at hand simply by being there for them in the name of
our Lord. No canned speeches. No evangelistic gimmicks. No
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memorized leading questions. No manipulation. We're just there,
praying in our hearts and waiting for things to unfold in whatever
way the Spirit chooses to let them unfold. We are not directing this
project. The Spirit is. We are merely servants fitting into
something so holy and so supernatural, and so ordinary, that we
couldn't begin to anticipate what the Lord would have us say or do
five minutes from now. Patience is key. "Put on then as God's
chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness,
meekness, and patience...." (Colossians 3:12) We're not trying to
see how many notches we can carve in our arrow; we are trying to
fit into God's harvest in this place where we happen to be at the
moment. God will give us words when they're needed. The Spirit
will inspire us to pray aloud for this person, when prayer is
required. The Lord Jesus himself will open our eyes to see this
person the way he sees her, and ears to hear the heart-cry rising up
through his words of complaint.

Opposition

Jesus never sends us into the harvest field without warning us that
there will be trouble. Satan doesn't like to have his territory
invaded. He resents those who wake up his sleeping slaves. So
the minute we begin to have an impact for good on those lost
sheep, the powers of darkness mark us as their enemy, and begin to
inspire their servants to oppose us.

"If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how
much more will they malign those of his household. So have no
fear of them; for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or
hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the dark, utter
in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim upon the
housetops. And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body
in hell."

Matthew 10:25-28

We now need the tender heart and tough skin which we acquired in
the wilderness. A heart that echoes the Master's compassion for
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the harassed and helpless sheep without a shepherd, and skin that
can weather the sticks and stones and tomatoes that begin to fly
toward us. That tender heart develops further as we keep spending
time in the presence of the Lord, listening, drinking in his word,
acting on it. Tough skin is strengthened as we keep pressing on in
the face of opposition. Those sticks and stones of ridicule and
mockery are exactly what we need to develop callouses. "Blessed
are you, when men revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so men persecuted
the prophets who were before you." (Matthew 5:11-12)

Crowds come and go
Remember that the only thing the crowds inspired in Jesus was
compassion, never lust for numbers.

Jesus never exploited the crowds. Never made any attempt to bind
them to himself. In fact, Jesus had a way of sifting the crowds
down to a handful simply by laying out the truth.

Example:

Now great multitudes accompanied him; and he turned and said

to them, "If any one comes to me and does not hate his own

father and mother and wife and children and brothers and

sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me, cannot

be my disciple.”

Luke 14:25-27

Example:

""He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and 1
in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the
Father, so he who eats me will live because of me. This is the
bread which came down from heaven, not such as the fathers ate
and died; he who eats this bread will live forever." This he said
in the synagogue , as he taught at Capernaum. Many of his
disciples, when they heard it, said, ""This is a hard saying; who
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can listen to it?"......After this many of his disciples drew back
and no longer went about with him.
John 6:56-60, 66

The focus of Jesus' attention, as he moved about in obedience to
the Father, was the one lost sheep, the one lost coin, that prodigal
son. Surely his Spirit within us leads us on the same path. The
focus of our labor as we move about in obedience to the Master is
that one person who comes into view, while the Spirit says, as he
said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot." Or perhaps you just
know that it's time to make that phone call. Or maybe your quiet
Sunday afternoon is disrupted by a neighbor whose mouth never
stops. "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength."
Easy does it. This too is important. If this thoughtless intruder
doesn't learn anything, perhaps you will.
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CHAPTER 12

FINDING THE BODY

So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. Romans 12:5

Leaving the theologians to define what the Body of Christ is, and
where it is found, our problem is more immediate: where is the
Body of Christ for me? We know that the Church of Jesus Christ
does not yet appear to be ready to be presented to him as a bride,
"without spot or wrinkle." Nowhere can we expect to find it
without blemish—yet. But there are certain essentials which it is
fair to look for when we approach any assembly that claims to be a
manifestation of the Body of Christ on earth. Certainly it is not
unfair to expect to find in any church some evidence of Paul's
description of the Body in Romans 12 or I Corinthians 12 and 13.

""For as in one body we have many members, and all the
members do not have the same function, so we, though many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in
our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in
his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives
aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let
love be genuine..."

Romans 12:4-9

We are given a picture of a gathering of people who function as a
body, who know each other and care about each other and are
working together as branches abiding in a single Vine. There are
essentially no professionals. Everyone who is part of this organism
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knows it to be the creation of the Spirit of God. Jesus is the head,

directing the life of the fellowship through the constant leading of
the Holy Spirit as believers look to him for direction. Love is the

atmosphere that pervades the assembly and every effort is made to
keep love genuine.

Surely it is not absurd to expect to find this kind of body life
among believers today. Understanding that the wheat and the tares
are meant to grow together until the harvest, and that we are
forbidden by our Lord to attempt to "purify" his church by "pulling
up tares," it is still reasonable to expect to find places where
""speaking the truth in love, (we are) growing up in every way
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied,
when each part is working properly, makes bodily growth and
upbuilds itself in love." (Ephesians 4:15-16)

It's easy enough to find the Body of Christ in the scriptures. But to
find in actual flesh and blood what is portrayed to us in scriptures
as the Body of Christ is at least for many of us a more difficult
task. Without being critical, with the most positive intentions, and
with hope inspired by the Word itself, we set out to find the Body,
and to learn from the Lord if the place where we land is where he is
placing us. We are not "shopping." We are not on a search for "the
church that meets our needs." We are sincerely attempting, as far
as we can read our own motives, to fit in with the Lord's program
in the place where he wants us.

Here's what we're looking for: The Living Word

Two men can quote the same passage of scripture. From the first
man's mouth the words drop to the ground and die. From the
second man's mouth the same words fly like arrows to the hearts of
the listeners, penetrate and explode. People can tell the difference
between the dead letter and the living Spirit. "And when Jesus
finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not
as their scribes.” (Matthew 7:28-29) We're talking about
something more than correct doctrine. If the word is alive, it will
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always be doctrinally sound, but sound doctrine is not always a
living word. Is the Spirit of God burning in the words that we are
hearing? Does the word that is being spoken carry with it the
power to believe? To act? When I hear the word, "Receive your
sight!" do my eyes open?

Human flesh may try to imitate the living word. It may weep, and
sigh and shout and command. But the results are very different.
Eloquence does not make the word live. Dramatic skill may
embellish the word, but it cannot give it life. Only Jesus Christ,
crucified and risen, is able to breathe life into the spoken word.
And only those who are determined "to know nothing except Jesus
Christ and him crucified" are anointed with the authority of heaven
as they bear witness to the Lamb of God.

The Body of Christ is created and sustained by the word of God—
the living word. The word which never returns empty. The
numbers may be growing. Success may be written all over the
enterprise. But if the word has a fleshly ring, if it fails to produce
life, the search for the Body continues.

Is Lazarus Welcome Here?

With our ears we listen for a living word. With our eyes we look
for Lazarus, the beggar at our gate. Ifit's the Body of Christ,
Lazarus is sure to be found in the fellowship. Lazarus represents
the people who are normally ignored by the world at large and
often found in our churches only in the soup kitchen. But when it's
the Body of Christ, Lazarus is an integral part of the fellowship.

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples and said to him, ""Are you he who is to
come or shall we look for another?' and Jesus answered them,
"Go and tell John what you hear and see; the blind receive their
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have the good news
preached to them. And blessed is he who takes no offense at
me."

Matthew 11:2-6
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From John's point of view Jesus was wasting his time. The blind
and the lame, the lepers and the deaf were people without power.
They could never help to usher in the kingdom. And the poor—
leave them where they are. We have things to accomplish that can
only be done if we connect with people who count! But Jesus
didn't see it that way. And to this day, where his Body is alive and
about its calling, it will be teeming with the very people this world
(along with many of our churches) ignores. Their presence in the
assembly as full-fledged members of the Body is evidence that the
Spirit of the Lord is moving there with power.

Is Jesus King, or Is Mammon?

Two areas of the disciple's life in which Jesus leaves little leeway
are the sexual and the financial. The sexual behavior of other
believers is largely hidden from us. Which is just as well, since we
need to pay attention to our own personal obedience in this area.
But in the life of any fellowship of believers it is soon obvious
whether money is servant or master. Our Lord Jesus promises that
if we seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, all the
things we need will be ours as well.

But if God's kingdom is not our first priority, if our building, or our
program, or our radio outreach takes top place, then mammon
assumes control, and begins wrapping us in bonds which are hard
to break. We tell ourselves that these large expenditures are for the
advance of the kingdom of God. We are making the most of an
opportunity for outreach. But soon we find ourselves so entangled
in financial concerns, so obsessed with our income, that our faith is
subtly transferred from the cross of Jesus to mammon. And when
our income drops, instead of turning to the Lord and asking what
this means, we begin scrambling for a strategy that will insure a
better cash flow.

Jesus' promise to his disciples, that if they seek God's kingdom first
they need not worry about provision, applies not only to the
individual but to the Body of Christ. If as a body of believers we
are about the business of the kingdom, we can leave the problem of
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provision to God. And if we find our treasury running short, we
turn, not to the stewardship committee, but to the Lord. "Lord, are
we heading in the wrong direction? Is there something we're
missing? Show us what we need to do to come closer to your
purpose for our congregation, and we will continue to trust you to
provide for our needs." We see our lack of provision not as a
financial problem, but as a spiritual problem. And we deal with it
accordingly.

The Hierarchy of the Kingdom, or the Hierarchy of the World?
Every body of believers has some kind of structure. Even those
who claim to have no head but Christ, that they are all brethren,
function nevertheless with people who take the lead and people
who follow. The issue is who are these leaders? Under whose
authority do they lead this assembly? Is the structure of leadership
like that of the world or the kingdom?

Jesus made clear how his followers were to organize themselves.
"Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and
whoever would be first must be slave of all." Jesus insists that the

hierarchy of his Body is to be the reverse of all the power
structures of the world. No big shots. No exalted ones. No rank.
No decision makers elevated above their fellows. The decision
makers are the servants, with ears open first to the voice of the
Lord Jesus, and second to the hearts of the ones they serve.

The apostle Paul is an example of leadership in the Body. No one
was more fruitful, no one carried such authority or left such an
impact on these young churches. Yet Paul was rarely treated as a
celebrity. Paul was well aware of how he was seen by many
believers in these churches he helped bring to birth. ""His letters
are weighty and strong, but his bodily presence is weak, and his
speech of no account.” (II Corinthians 10:10) Yet Paul made no
attempt to pull rank on these people. His "rank" was hidden. The
power and authority of the Lord Jesus was made perfect in Paul's
weakness. Paul understood the hierarchy of the kingdom, fit in
where the Lord placed him, and manifested redemptive power only
and always as a servant.
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Is The Spirit Creating Witnesses?

""But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8

Once we come into a living relationship with Jesus we soon
discover why he doesn't immediately sweep us up to heaven to be
with him: he keeps us here on earth to bear witness. We are the
advanced troops of the New Creation invading this realm of death
with life. With our lives as well as our mouths we proclaim the
good news of the kingdom, centered in the death, the resurrection
of Jesus the Messiah. To enable us to stay fresh and become ever
more effective in this ministry, the Spirit gathers us into the Body.
And this Body is like a "city set on a hill that cannot be hid." Its
purpose is to give light, to spread hope and healing.

One of the clearest signs that a gathering of believers is functioning
as part of the Body of Christ is its impact on the world around it as
a fellowship of witnesses. Here are men and women who have
been ignited by a revelation which they cannot keep to themselves.
They are under a call from the Lord who lives within them to
impart his life to the lives they touch. For them witnessing is not a
"growth gimmick," it is the natural outflow of the life which the
Spirit has created in them. As surely as they are Jesus' disciples,
they are his witnesses. It is as simple as that.

God's Love Shed Abroad In Human Hearts

....Because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Romans 5:5 KJV

The clearest evidence that the Holy Spirit is directing the life of a
body of believers is the presence of a kind of love which is beyond
the power of human flesh to create: God's love, flowing like a
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fountain from the hearts of believers. Love which is evident in the
way they speak with each other, the way they care for each other.
Love which is impossible to miss when a stranger stumbles into
the assembly. This love follows them into their homes and sustains
them in their daily work. "By this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 13:35)

Of course, in any body of believers there will be conflicts. People
will be wounded by the neglect or thoughtlessness of others. Any
authentic fellowship of disciples is a school of forgiveness, where
believers learn to forgive and ask for forgiveness. But the one thing
which binds these men and women together in "perfect harmony"
(Colossians 3:14) is love. And this love comes, not from within, but
from above. It is poured into our hearts continuously as we seek to
walk by faith. Our Lord Jesus stressed this. His apostles pointed to
this as the essential ingredient of our life together. Without this
love, our worship and our testimony becomes little more than "a
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal."

There are fellowships where this love is obvious. There are
fellowships where its absence is obvious. It does not require any
particular gifts of discernment to observe where God's love is
present in an assembly and where it is absent. Unless the Spirit of
God directs us to make our home in a love-barren assembly for
reasons of his own, we search until we find this essential evidence
of the Spirit's presence. The music may be oft-key. The worship
may be chaotic. The language may be unrefined. But if God's love
is there, we can be satisfied that the Spirit will change whatever
needs changing as time goes on. These people have the essential
thing. The rest will come in its time.

The Atmosphere of Heaven

If, therefore, the whole church assembles and all speak in
tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say you
are mad? But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider
enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, the
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secrets of his heart are disclosed; and so, falling on his face, he
will worship God and declare that God is really among you.
I Corinthians 14:23-25

There may be few churches today where "all prophesy," but there
are churches where newcomers are moved with the need to fall on
their faces and worship God, whose presence is so real to them that
they know they are tasting the atmosphere of heaven. After all,
what else is the Body of Christ on earth but the vestibule of
heaven? What other doorway to the kingdom of light exists on this
earth than the place where believers are joined together by their
love for Jesus and for each other? More people than we might
imagine are on a conscious, and often unconscious, search for God.
These men and women can recognize the atmosphere of heaven in
an instant. Their hearts begin to pound when they find themselves
on holy ground. As surely as the people of Galilee could sense the
presence of heaven when it visited their synagogues in the person
of Jesus, people today who "hunger and thirst for righteousness"
are swift to detect the atmosphere of heaven when they find it in
the humblest church.

Hence our search for that part of the Body of Christ where we
belong is aided by seven questions:

1. Are we hearing the living word in this place?
2. Is Lazarus welcome here?
3. Is Jesus king, or is Mammon?

4. Does the leadership function under the hierarchy of the
kingdom or the hierarchy of the world?

5. Is the Spirit creating witnesses?

6. Is God's love shed abroad in human hearts?
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7. Does this fellowship breathe the atmosphere of heaven? These
are not "church shopping" considerations. They are questions that
help us to connect the living gospel with the living Body of Christ
and guide us to it.
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CHAPTER 13

THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION

"And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 'The words of
him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know
your works; you have the name of being alive, and you are dead.
Awake and strengthen what remains and is on the point of
death, for I have not found your works perfect in the sight of my
God.""

Revelation 3:1-2

No, we're not talking about the "Assumption of the Virgin Mary."
We're talking about the assumption that lies beneath so much
activity in the professing church: that "all the baptized people of
God" are in fact "people of God."

If we assume that a man is alive in Christ when in fact he is not,
we are not only deceiving ourselves, we are misleading him. If we
assume that a woman is a committed disciple, when in fact she is
not, we will expect of her and perhaps encourage her to expect of
herself a kind of living which is impossible for her. Apart from the
Spirit of God it is impossible to live the life of a disciple of Jesus.
Who but the Spirit of God can enable any of us to love our
enemies, or speak the truth in love, or seek first the kingdom of
God, or make disciples of all nations? But The Church of the
Assumption overlooks this issue and rests content in the belief that
"we Christian people will bring hope, and justice, and 'inclusivity"
to this writhing, warring, greed-driven culture.

For example, the Church of the Assumption assumes that "all the
folks in our house are Christians." Why wouldn't they be
Christians? They're here in church, aren't they? They worship.
They contribute. They respond to our appeals. How could we
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possibly judge these fine people and decide that something's
missing in their faith? They've been baptized. They've been
confirmed. They know the Apostles' Creed by heart. What are we
supposed to do, give them a test to prove they're Christians?

Even a cursory reading of the New Testament reveals that Jesus
never assumed that even his committed disciples "had it all
together." He always spoke to them as men who needed to hear
the basics of faith over and over again. He upbraided them for
their unbelief. He repeatedly called them to humility. He never
stopped reminding them of the cost of discipleship. "He who loves
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and he who
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and he
who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me."
(Matthew 10:37-38) He commanded them to love each other the
way he loved them. And we can be certain that the Spirit of the
Lord Jesus addresses his present day disciples in the very same
way. He loves us with a love beyond measure. But he knows how
far we need to go before we're on solid ground. He assumes
nothing. He speaks to us as disciples who need not only to be
assured of his love, but warned of the dangers of sloppy faith and
superficial commitment. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches."

The letters of Paul, along with all the New Testament epistles are
significantly lacking in assumptions. Paul does not deny that the
believers in Corinth are believers. But he makes clear, that from
their behavior he can see that they have a long way to go. He stirs
them up. He calls

them to repentance. He counsels them to get their act together.
And in his second letter to this lively (but flaky) church, he
rejoices that they are responding to his exhortations. Still, he
continues to warn them that they haven't yet come off thin ice.

1, Paul, myself entreat you, by the meekness and gentleness of

Christ—I who am humble when face to face with you, but bold to
you when I am away! — I beg of you that when I am present 1
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may not have to show boldness with such confidence as I count
on showing against some who suspect us of acting in worldly
Jashion. For though we live in the world we are not carrying on
a worldly war, for the weapons of our warfare are not worldly but
have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments
and every proud obstacle to the knowledge of God, and take every
thought captive to obey Christ, being ready to punish every
disobedience, when your obedience is complete.

II Corinthians 10:1-6

Even the unstable members of the Corinthian church were paying a
higher price for their faith than is required in most of our churches
today. Receiving salvation through Jesus Christ meant dying to the
world, to the past, to their old ways. This was understood, and
constantly underscored by Paul and the other apostles and teachers.

It is far better for us to assume nothing, and to accept the fact that
in whatever church we may find ourselves there will be believers
and unbelievers, opportunists, hypocrites, freeloaders, and
manipulators all mixed in one "pot;" and that even the most deeply
committed believers among us are in need of calls to repentance as
well as words of encouragement.

The Church of the Assumption assumes that the bad guys who
need to repent are "out there," not in here. Yet the call to
repentance always begins, not with the "bad guys" out there, but
with the saints in the fellowship. "For what have I to do with
judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you
are to judge? God judges those outside.” (I Corinthians 5: 12-
13a) The Spirit's call to repentance is a call of unspeakable love.

It is a call to the hearers to rise out of death into life, to turn from
darkness to light. It comes from a God who never assumes; a God
who knows exactly where we are spiritually, what we need, where
we have been faithful, where we have been lax.
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He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.
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CHAPTER 14

"MOTHER KNOWS BEST"

When Saul of Tarsus was stopped in his tracks on the outskirts of
Damascus, he heard a voice speaking to him out of blinding light,
"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?"

"Who are you, Lord?"
"I am Jesus whom you are persecuting."

How could this be? Jesus is at the right hand of the Father in
heaven, and Saul of Tarsus is persecuting him? Indeed, Saul is
causing the Lord Jesus deep pain as he inflicts suffering on Jesus'
followers, his Body on earth.

The unique thing about Christ's Body on earth is that every
follower of Jesus in included in the organism, and every member
functions in a serious way as part of its ministry. "Here there
cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all and in all."
(Colossians 3:11) "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus." (Galatians 3:28) While this miracle-of-God Body
has been gifted with servants who serve according to the grace
they've been given—apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers—they are in submission, first to the Lord Jesus, and then
to each other. And to the extent that they remain in submission to
the Lord Jesus, they know that guidance from the Spirit comes
only to those who stay under the yoke with the master,
continuously learning from him who is meek and lowly in heart.
In the Body of Christ there are no elites.
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At that time Jesus declared, "I thank thee Father, Lord of heaven
and earth, that thou hast hidden these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them to babes; yea, Father, for such

was thy gracious will."
Matthew 11:25-26

The Body of Christ is ruled by Christ, the head. He is its wisdom,
its life, its power. No person or group dares to usurp the place
which belongs only to him.

Christ's Body or Our Mother?

But something strange happens when we add to this vision of the
church as Christ's Body another vision: the church as our Mother.
Perhaps through a misinterpretation of Galatians 4:26—"Jerusalem
which is above is free, and she is our mother," or perhaps through a
felt need for stability in a Christian world of divisions, weird
doctrines, and emotional excess, a church which lovingly offers to
be our mother has definite appeal. Mother is waiting. Return to
her bosom and find peace. All the conflicts and contradictions of
splintered Christendom are gone when we find a church which is
rooted in history, grounded in tradition, and remains the sole
custodian of clear unambiguous truth. Who wouldn't want to come
home to Mother?

But there is cause for concern as we draw near to the appealing
arms of Mother Church, whether she is Roman Catholic,
Evangelical, Eastern Orthodox, or Main-line Protestant. Mother
Church is always heavy on intellect. Her heart may seem warm,
but her mind is aloof. She may claim to have the mind of Christ,
but she has forgotten Christ's prayer of thanksgiving to the Father,
"That thou hast hidden these things from the wise and
understanding and revealed them to babes." Mother Church has
drawn to herself an intellectual elite. She knows how to spot a
superior mind and does not hesitate to cultivate men and women
who "have a grasp of the issues," who appreciate the symmetry of
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good theology, the beauty of tradition, the reflection of the divine
in great music and art.

What happens, meanwhile, to the "babes" who find all this a bit
overwhelming? Let them worship on their level. Encourage them
to participate in the life of the Body with their limited gifts as best
they can. When these people of lesser intellect become
uncomfortable with the rarified atmosphere, try to explain it all to
them in terms they can understand. And if this doesn't work,
remind them that "Mother knows best." Hence, Mother Church is
inclined to fall into the idolatry of the intellect. The intellect of
gifted men and women rises to a place of influence which belongs
only to the Holy Spirit. This can be observed as the gap widens
between the "thinkers" and the ordinary "laymen."

The Body of Christ is not anti-intellectual. We are commanded to
love God with all of our mind. Every believer is expected by the
Lord Jesus to have an active mind, a mind which grasps the word
of the Lord, ponders it and acts on it; a mind which can discern the
difference between a false and true prophet; a mind which no
longer thinks like a child. Jesus rebukes his disciples when they
fail to apply their minds to what he is saying. "And he said, 'Are
you also still without understanding? Do you not see that
whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach, and so
passes on? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the
heart, and this defiles a man.'" (Matthew 15:16-18) And yet to
grasp the truth of the kingdom as Jesus reveals it requires a mind
which has added something to its development which is beyond
the scope of any university: a mind which has come under the
discipline of the Spirit of God.

A man or woman with a limited [.Q. whose mind is renewed by the
Spirit can grasp the truth of the living word of God far more
readily than a pagan PhD. Only God knows the native intelligence
of the Woman at the Well. She had never been exposed to the
wisdom of the scriptures as Nicodemus had. Yet Nicodemus could
not fathom what that Samaritan woman discerned with ease, as she
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conversed with Jesus. Her mind was active, and it was able to
recognize the profound in her conversation with this Jewish
stranger. Long before the apostles recognized him as the Messiah,
she did.

While Jesus requires his followers to use their minds, he addresses
them in such a way that no one is left behind. He talks over no
one's head. He speaks in parables which simultaneously conceal
and reveal. Whether the mind of the listener finds revelation or
confusion in Jesus' words depends on the listener's heart. Does it
see itself as "wise and understanding," or does it approach the
incarnate Word with the openness and simplicity of a child?

But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and
you are all brethren. And call no man your father on earth, for
you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called
masters, for you have one master, the Christ.

Matthew 23:8-10

Our Lord Jesus makes clear that in his church there is to be no
intellectual elite. No inner circle of people with brains who
interpret his word to lesser minds. No believer is ever instructed to
submit blindly to any other mind but the Mind of Christ. Gifted
teachers in the Body of Christ are not only accountable to their
Master, they are also subject in Christ's name, to their brothers and
sisters in the Body. The Church of Jesus Christ is not our mother,
it is his Body. Whenever any pastor or teacher in the body
"condescends to lesser minds," claiming to speak for the church
with a "Mother (Church) knows best" attitude, this person is
usurping the place which belongs to the Spirit of God alone.

Hence Jesus warns his followers to "beware of false prophets,
who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered
from thorns, or figs from thistles?"" (Matthew 7:15-16) "'Take
heed that no one leads you astray.” (Matthew 24:4)
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When we were children, our mother knew best, as she warned us
to stay clear of the hot stove. But now that we are grown men and
women, the replacement for our mother is not our favorite pastor,
priest, theologian, or evangelist, but the Lord Jesus himself.
Whenever the church claims to be our mother, we can be sure that
someone is waiting in the wings, ready to do our thinking for us.
In our search for the authentic fellowship where the Spirit chooses
to place us there are no short cuts. We are to be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves.
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CHAPTER 15

GETTING
FROM HERE TO THERE

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
I Corinthians 1:9

When the living God calls us into fellowship with his Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, that fellowship soon explodes into more than a
one-on-one relationship with Jesus. It becomes a relationship,
through Jesus, with other people. Disciples. New-born believers.
Peters, Mary Magdalenes, even Judas Iscariots, whose identity is
known only to God. It's a Banquet Hall made up of the strangest
mix of human souls to be found anywhere on earth. There are no
Lone Ranger disciples. There are no solitary prophets in the
kingdom of God. Every disciple of Jesus becomes part of his
Body. And that Body is not some theoretical, mystical concept. It
is flesh-and-blood reality.

Perhaps the kind of church life many of us have experienced most
of our lives has been more like a pale imitation of the real thing.
But the real thing does exist. There has never been a moment
since the day of Pentecost when it has ceased to exist. Somewhere
there is always an authentic expression of the Body of Christ. And
if, at the moment, we are not sure that where we are is such an
expression, we can be certain that it exists, and it is within reach.

But where is it? And how do we get there? The answer is not to
go "shopping." The quest begins in the depths of our own hearts.
If our fellowship with Jesus himself is clear, fellowship with
brothers and sisters in his Body is inevitable. Just as surely as
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Jesus is our Shepherd, leading us in "paths of righteousness for his
name's sake," so surely he will lead us into fellowship with other
disciples in the place where he has chosen for us to serve and grow.
He understands our need of fellowship better than we do. And he
is able to meet that need, if we keep looking to him and walking in
the light he gives.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all. If we say
we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie
and do not live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

IJohn 1:5-7

If we are convinced that the place where we now function as part
of the Church of Jesus Christ is not where we belong, the first step
in discerning where God wants us is to concentrate on walking in
the light. If we are walking in the light, we will have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus will cleanse us from all
sin. It's that simple. Seek the kingdom first, and you will be
provided for. Walk in the light, and you will have fellowship with
the very people the Spirit of God has chosen to be your sisters and
brothers in the Body at this hour. The Spirit will get you there.

Light and Darkness

Light and darkness in the material world are a reflection of light
and darkness in the Reality behind our "reality." When Jesus
proclaims, "I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life," we know that the
light and darkness he's talking about are far more awesome than
anything our eyes can discern. But Jesus' light and darkness
function exactly as the light and darkness of the physical world.
Light reveals. Darkness conceals. Lies cannot live in the light;
they can only exist in darkness. When a human heart has things it
wishes to conceal, it flees the light. When a human heart decides
to unburden itself and confess its sin, it comes to the light.
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Why is the living God invisible to us? Is he trying to hide from
us? Why doesn't he come out and show himself? If he did, we'd
all burn to a crisp. God is unseen, not because he is hiding, but
because he is light so bright, so glorious, so perfect that our eyes,
accustomed to the darkness of this world, see nothing. Our world
is a world of light and shadow, a mixture of darkness and light.
Ever since the Big Bang, when God said, "Let there be light,"
there has been light in our universe. Yet darkness is what we see
when we look up into the night sky. In spiritual terms, darkness
covers the earth. The prince of this world is the prince of darkness,
because he controls his domain by means of the Lie. He conceals.
He deceives. And his darkness will expand until the final hour.
""Take heed that no one leads you astray.”

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness
the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will
be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your rising.

Isaiah 60:2-3

Until the final hour the brightest light this world will ever see is the
crucified and risen Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the
world, and in whom is no darkness at all. This light is visible
wherever Jesus is proclaimed and obeyed. When we draw near to
this light, when we open our hearts and receive it into ourselves,
we are transformed. But here is the critical point: now that I have
come to the light and have been healed by it, am I ready to walk in
it? ""He who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have
the light of life.” 1f I walk in the light by following Jesus, I have
no choice but to abandon the darkness which is not only around
me, but within me. To walk in the light means that, following
Jesus, I give up all forms of deceit, all attempts to keep certain
parts of my life masked. "If we say we have fellowship with him
while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according to the
truth.” Am I ready to take off my mask and live transparently
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before my Lord Jesus, as he is transparent before me? Am I ready
to walk in the light?

Am I ready to walk in the light,
..... when the light intensifies my vision of Jesus?

Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the
lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and
with a golden girdle round his breast; his head and his hair were
white as white wool, white as snow; his eyes were like a flame of
fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined as in a furnace,
and his voice was like the sound of many waters; in his right
hand he held seven stars, from his mouth issued a sharp two-
edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full
strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But
he laid his right hand upon me, saying, ""Fear not, I am the first
and the last, and the living one; I died, and behold I am alive for
evermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades."

Revelation 1:12-17

To help us to walk in the light the Father intensifies our vision of
Jesus. When Peter, James and John came down from the mount of
transfiguration they carried within them a vision of the Lord Jesus
far brighter than they had ever known before. This new light was
given to them to aid them in their walk. It would be needed by
each of them in the days ahead. And when the apostle John was
exiled on the Isle of Patmos, the revelation he was given for the
suffering Church of all ages was preceded by an awesome vision
of the Lord Jesus, himself—to help him and the readers of his
revelation to walk through the trials that lay ahead.

But for this intensified vision of the Lord Jesus to do us any good,
we need to take it in. It was for this reason Peter's helpful
suggestions on the mount of transfiguration were silenced by the
voice from the cloud: "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am
well pleased; listen to him." Don't be distracted by Moses and
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Elijah. Pay attention. You will need this vision in the days ahead.

In order to walk in the light, we need to see the light for what it is,
for who it is. So in each of our lives there comes an epiphany, a
transfiguration moment, which enhances our vision of Jesus. This
gift from God comes at his discretion to help us with the journey
which lies ahead. "This first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in
Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed in
him." (John 2:11) Our job is to recognize it when it comes, to pay
attention, to take it in. Because we will need this fresh, intense
vision of the Lord Jesus for the walk which is about to begin.

... When the light shows me the truth about myself

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.

And Peter took him and began to rebuke him, saying, ""God
forbid, Lord! This shall never happen to you." But he turned
and said to Peter, ""Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to
me; for you are not on the side of God, but of men."

Matthew 16 21-23

Jesus never hesitates to expose his followers to the truth about
themselves. They need to know their utter need of redemptive
power for every aspect of their lives. As human beings we are so
accustomed to pretending to ourselves that we are clothed in
righteousness (while others are wrapped in rags) that the life of the
Spirit cannot reach us. The Spirit is hindered by our distorted view
of who we are. Consider the time Jesus placed a child in the midst
of his disciples and said, "Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and
become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven." Jesus was not talking to scribes and Pharisees here, he
was addressing his own committed followers. He was exposing
them to the truth about themselves. It was necessary. It still is.
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When the light comes on, and I get a glimpse of how shallow is my
love for my brother, am I ready to accept this truth about myself,
and walk in this light? Knowing what I now know about myself,
do I approach the Father for forgiveness and help? Do I live as a
person in such desperate need of the Spirit's help, that the love of
God can begin to soften and move my heart to walk in love? Or
when the light of the Spirit exposes how fragile my faith actually
is, do I hear the Lord Jesus calling me to walk by faith? And do I
respond?

Walking in the light can be unsettling when we begin to see our
true condition. "For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and 1
need nothing; not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor,
blind, and naked.” (Revelation 3:17) The Lord desires only our
good when he begins to show us what our hearts look like to him.
How else can we become the kind of servants he has ordained us
to be, and how can we possibly find our proper place in his Body
unless we see our true condition and begin to walk in the light of
what we see?

.... When the light calls for radical change in the way I live

"Therefore I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire,
that you may be rich, and white garments to clothe you and to
keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen, and salve to
anoint your eyes, that you may see."

Revelation 3:18

The Lord Jesus will tell me that I need to change. He will show
me in what ways I need to change. He will impart to me all the
power I need in order to change. But he will not change me
without my consent and cooperation. He gives me light to show
me and to empower me. But nothing happens until [ walk in that
light. He will not do my repenting for me. He will not pray for me
the prayers which I need to pray. I'm the one who needs to leave
my gift at the altar and be reconciled with my brother. I'm the one
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who needs to make right the wrong which I created. This takes
some walking. And the only one who can do it is I alone.

The light of the Lord is very different from a neurotic conscience.
His light does not condemn. His light does not weigh down on us
like a heavy burden. It does not drain our strength, or confuse our
mind. It delivers. It frees. It imparts hope. It creates faith. It
comes to us at the price of his outpoured blood. "How much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without blemish to God, purify your conscience from
dead works to serve the living God." (Hebrews 9:14) When the
light of Christ calls for radical change, to walk in that light is to
step from bondage to freedom.

....When the light exposes my brother's broken heart

Then Mary, when she came where Jesus was and saw him, fell at
his feet, saying to him, ""Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in
spirit and troubled; and he said, ""Where have you laid him?"

They said to him, "Lord, come and see."” Jesus wept.
John 11:32-35

In the light of the Spirit Jesus looked into Mary's broken heart. He
looked around him and saw sadness on every face. He could have
said, "Cheer up, folks, I'm here to raise Lazarus from the dead."
But he did not. Seeing the anguish of this sin-sick world weighing
down their hearts, the Son of man was "deeply moved, and
troubled in spirit." He wept. And in these responses to their grief,
Jesus was walking in his Father's light. In his Father's light Jesus
took hold of their burden and lifted it. ""Lazarus, come out!" he
cried. ""The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with
bandages, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,
'Unbind him, and let him go.""

John 11: 44
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It may be a stranger riding up with us on the elevator for whom we
have the distinct need to silently pray. We may never see him
again. We leave the consequences to God. But the Spirit has been
teaching us to walk in the light, when we see any evidence of a
neighbor's broken heart. It may cost us half a day to attend to a
need which we know has been sent our way by the Lord. It may
involve money for food sent through World Vision to the latest
crisis far away. A boring relative who needs to talk about her
problem child. The light of the Lord imparts patience, inspires
forbearance and generosity. All we need to do is walk in it.

But what does this have to do with our search?

Fellowship with God or man is impossible while we live behind
even the thinnest mask of deceit. How can we possibly know
where we belong in the Body of Christ if our daily life is still lived
in the shadows? To know who we are under God and to find
where we belong in his redemptive plan we must walk in the light
as he is in the light. This is our way to the fellowship we seek, our
way to peace through the blood of the Lamb.
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CHAPTER 16

FORBEARANCE

Rejoice in the Lord Always; and again I will say, Rejoice. Let all
men know your forbearance.
Philippians 4:4-5

Did the Lord tell me it was time to leave, or was it my wounded
ego throwing in the towel? If 1 leave a fellowship without the clear
confirmation of God's peace, wherever I go I will be like a mother
who flees the country, leaving her child behind. How can I expect
to find God's peace in another church if I abandoned it in my
departure from this one?

Our search for our place in the Body of Christ cannot proceed with
God's blessing until his Spirit of Forbearance has come to rest in
our hearts: forbearance toward all—forbearance especially toward
those who have caused us grief and pain. It is highly unlikely that
the Spirit will ever tell us it's time to move on before we have
learned to generously absorb insults and injuries in the name of the
Lord Jesus. Instead of allowing the evil one to stir us to bitterness,
we are called to put on the new nature "which is renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator......Put on then, as God's
chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, lowliness,
meekness and patience, forbearing one another, and if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so you also must forgive." (Colossians 3:10, 12-13)

Even if we are convinced that the atmosphere of the fellowship in
which we have been functioning is far from loving, we have no
choice before the Lord but to respond to this atmosphere with
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forbearance. It may be that this is the precise reason why we find
ourselves in this place: to learn forbearance. Without it we become
slaves of our own bitter thoughts, and our relationship with the
people around us slowly hardens. What better place to learn
forbearance than among people who give us ample opportunities to
practice it?

Seeing the need

""And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything
against any one...."
Mark 11:25

If we expect the Lord Jesus to guide us in our search for our place
in his Body, we have no choice but to follow his directions when it
comes to our relationship with the people around us at the present
moment. When he says, "Forgive, if you have anything against
any one,” he leaves no room for negotiation. "But Lord, how can
you expect me to forgive, after what they did to me? I'm only
human!" Jesus isn't trying to make life difficult for us, he is
showing us the only way to freedom and peace in God. And he
promises to send us help from above to do the things we could
never do in our own strength. Forgiveness and forbearance are not
"extra credit" assignments, they are essential commands coming
from the incarnate Word of God. Our present situation in whatever
part of the professing church we may be, is the School of
Forbearance assigned to us by the Lord Jesus himself.

Bring it to the cross

We are not called upon to condone hypocrisy, or compromise, or
shoddy handling of truth. But we are called upon to bring our
resentments and attitudes and wounded feelings to the cross of
Jesus, asking him to cleanse our hearts. We do not answer for the
sins which others commit, but we are responsible for the way we
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handle the disappointment, and the shock, and the injuries which
come to us as a result of the sins of others. How often our
response to the sins of others becomes more sinful than their sins!
Before we can begin to show forbearance, we need to clear away
the impatience, cynicism and bitterness which have accumulated
within us.

Sometimes in his mercy, the Lord Jesus begins to convict us as we
sit among these men and women with whom we have lost patience.
He shows us the difference between "Beware of false prophets,"
and "Judge not." And we discover that we indeed have a load

within us which needs to be confessed to him and washed away in
his blood.

Buy some eye salve

"....And salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see."
Revelation 3:18

If we could see these people with whom we have lost patience the
way God sees them, if we could grasp how unsure of himself that
pompous man is, how that majestic lady suffers in her own home,
what fears are driving Elder Smith to clamp down on every sign of
fresh life in the fellowship, we would find it much easier to take
them as they are and to pray for them. Jesus looked into the heart
of the rich young ruler and loved him. He saw the woman at the
well as no one in the town of

Sychar had ever perceived her. And if we ask him for eye salve,
he will surely "anoint our eyes that we may see" in ways we never
saw before.

Forbearance is a matter of the heart. But it is also a matter of the
eyes. What do we see when we look into the man's face? He
looks hard and angry. But there's more. Lord, help me to see this
man in some small measure as you see him! What do we see in
this woman's behavior? Is she as thoughtless and insensitive, and
cruel as she appears to be, or is there something here that I'm
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missing? Never let me forget that you love her as if she were the
only child you have.

Trust the Spirit for help

More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.
Romans 5:3-5

Who of us is naturally forbearing? Who of us does not find it hard
to deal with certain people? The power to show forbearance—the
kind of forbearance the Lord Jesus calls for—comes from above.
It has to. We do not have it in us. The same wonderful Spirit of
God who helps us in our weakness to pray, also helps us in our
weakness to forbear. We look to him and we receive help. We cry
out in our need and something supernatural begins stirring in our
heart.

This has to be God. I could never do this on my own. My heart is
beginning to melt toward people who were once a thorn in my
side. I came to the meeting fully planning to straighten him out, to
make sure he did not ram his plan down our throats, and now I find
myself stepping back, watching, waiting. I could not open my
mouth. All I could do was pray for this man and trust that the
fathomless mercy of God will meet his every need. What is
happening here?

Each opportunity to show forbearance is a gift from God. We do
not learn forbearance by reading about it. Or by talking about it.
The only way we learn forbearance is through practice: doing it.
So in his mercy the Lord sends opportunities our way. People
who try our patience. People who misconstrue our motives.
People who weary us with their complaints. People who seem to
wear their hypocrisy as a badge of honor. Blame, false
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accusations, insults. We know that our Lord Jesus had to endure
these things. We understand that the apostle Paul was often
belittled and mistreated. But we seem to have difficulty believing
that we, too, are to walk in the Master's footsteps, when it comes to
forbearance.

For what credit is it, if when you do wrong and are beaten for it,
you take it patiently? But if when you do right and suffer for it
you take it patiently, you have God's approval. For to this you
have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, that you should follow in his steps. He
committed no sin; no guile was found on his lips. When he was
reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten; but he trusted to him who judges justly. He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and
live to righteousness. By his wounds we have been healed. For
you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Peter 2:20-25
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CHAPTER 17

WHERE TO, LORD?

For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which
lifteth up the waves thereof.

They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the
depths:

Their soul is melted because of trouble.

They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at

their wit's end.

Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth

them out of their distresses.

He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.

Then are they glad because they be quiet;

So he bringeth them unto their desired haven.

Psalm 107:25-30 KJV

As far as [ know I've tied up all the loose ends in this assembly
where I am. I have reached out to those who have wronged me,
and done everything in my power to be reconciled with those who
feel I have wronged them. I have the distinct sense—which |
believe is from God—that I no longer belong in this fellowship,
that it is time to move on. But where to, Lord? If this is where I
am to remain, please make it clear. If not, please lead on.

If you are a disciple of Jesus, you are already part of his Body on
earth. You are not an orphan. You are in the family. And the Lord
Jesus himself will place you wherever he wants you in the Body, as
you follow him. It's his choice, not yours. And he will certainly
get you there. How he gets you there is his problem, not

yours.
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When the Spirit of God stirs us to move on, we can rely on the
Spirit to direct us. Our task is to make sure that we neither run
ahead of his direction or shrink back, when the door he opens for
us is not to our liking. We can only be guided by the Spirit if we
walk in the light he gives. The clearest example of how the Spirit
guides believers in any matter is found in the book of Acts. These
believers were no more "spiritual" than we are. But they knew
their human limitations, and they trusted the Lord Jesus to guide
them, as he promised he would, through the clear leading of the
Holy Spirit. We need to observe how dependent they were on the
Spirit's guidance and how carefully they translated the light they
received into action in their daily lives.

Wait

And while staying with them he charged them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he
said, ""you heard from me, for John baptized with water, but
before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.""
Acts 1:4-5

One of the most important lessons we need to learn, if we desire to
be led by the Spirit, is that the Spirit of God does not operate on
our terms, but on his. He is not at our disposal; we are at his
disposal. We do not possess the Spirit; he possesses us. He speaks
to us when he chooses to, and remains silent when he chooses. We
may ask for the Spirit's direction, but when that direction comes is
up to him. Those first believers were instructed by the Lord Jesus
to wait in Jerusalem for the arrival of the Spirit. So they waited.
And that was just the beginning of a discipline that remained with
them for the rest of their lives. Waiting for the Spirit's direction
became a way of life. And it needs to become a way of life for us
as well.

Many times the Spirit will surprise us with a word out of the blue.
Often when we are bogged down in confusion, the Spirit of God
will come to our rescue with sudden light. But rarely will the
Spirit of God come instantly when we call. He is there. And he
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knows exactly where we are and what we need. Yet, for our own
good, he makes us wait his pleasure, teaching us that we are
dealing with the Holy, we are calling out, not to a servant, but to
the living God. "For still the vision awaits its time; it hastens to
the end—it will not lie. If it seem slow, wait for it; it will surely
come, it will not delay.”" (Habakkuk 2:3)

Waiting is good. While we wait for the Spirit to reveal the next
step in our journey, we pray. We remind ourselves that God knows
what he's doing. He will never arrive too late. He will never
mislead us. He knows exactly how and when to visit us with the
light we need.

Not our "personal fulfillment'" but God's purpose

"It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has
fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the
earth."

Acts 1:7-8

If the Lord is moving us to another place in his Body, it is not (as
we often vainly suppose) for our personal fulfillment, but for the
purpose of the kingdom of God. When we arrive at the place
where he chooses to put us, we may experience "fulfillment," or
frustration, delight or pain, but the result will be his glory and our
enhanced witness to him. The Holy Spirit is our Comforter, (our
Paraclete), so that we may be witnesses to the lordship of Jesus the
Messiah. "Am I being fed?"..... "Do these people appreciate my
service?"..... "Does the worship in this place meet my needs?" All
such questions are irrelevant. The issue is: is the witness of this
body of believers enhanced by my service among them? Is my
witness becoming more effective through this move?

Of course, it is beyond our power to evaluate our witness to Jesus,
but we can be certain that the Spirit comes to us and guides us for
no other reason. "You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit

comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses," applies to us as
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clearly as it applied to the earliest followers of Jesus. Spiritual
experiences, visions, revelations are never given to us for our
personal enjoyment. They come to us to enable us to manifest Jesus
to the world around us. The Spirit is guiding us toward a clear
destination: a life that shines with the glory of the crucified and
risen Jesus. He is helping our salt to be truly salty, and our light to
be no longer concealed under the bushel of our ego.

Giving place to the Word

"And now, Lord, look upon their threats, and grant to thy
servants to speak thy word with all boldness, while thou
stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders are
performed through the name of thy holy servant Jesus." And
when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke the word of God with boldness.

Acts 4:29-31

Few of us think of ourselves as servants of the Word 24/7. We read
the Bible, we share good things from God with each other, we
witness to our friends and neighbors from time to time. But to
have the Word of the Lord burning in our hearts so intensely that it
must find a way to express itself through us is a rare experience for
most of us.

Yet our apostolic counterparts considered it normal to be
continuous vessels of the living Word. Their concern was that they
should "speak thy word with all boldness," trusting that it would
be confirmed by the Lord himself as he stretched out his hand to
heal and deliver those harassed and helpless sheep. They made
room for the Word in their lives, even if it meant pushing other
things aside. They heard the Word, prayed the Word, lived the
Word, spoke the Word. And when they asked for boldness to
speak the Word, the Spirit visited them afresh.

It is the living Word which will guide us to our appointed place in
the Body as we continuously make sure that he has the throne of
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our hearts. This includes feeding on the witness of the scriptures.
It involves allowing the letter of scripture to become Spirit and life
as we keep drawing near to the Lord Jesus—abiding in him,
staying under the yoke with him, acting on the things he tells us to
do. We discipline ourselves to live, no longer by bread alone, but
by every word which proceeds from the mouth of God through his
beloved Son.

Walking on holy ground

But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie
to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the
land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own?
And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? How is it that
you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to
men but to God." When Ananias heard these words, he fell
down and died. And great fear came upon all who heard of it.
Acts 5:3-5

When we walk in the Spirit, we are walking on holy ground. And
when we walk on holy ground we take off our shoes. One of the
primary reasons the Lord has difficulty guiding his servants in this
present age is that many of his present day believers have lost their
fear of the holy. They desire to enter the dimension of glory
without covering themselves and shielding their eyes. This is
dangerous. Without proper fear of the holy we will sooner or later
trifle with holy things, and pay a price for it. Ananias thought he
was lying to Peter and the apostles. He was unaware that his deceit
was against a much higher authority. He was lying to the Holy
Spirit. For the sake of the Body, to avoid the spread of this evil,
Ananias had to be dealt with—not by man, but by God.

If we want guidance from the holy and living God, we need to
stand in awe of his holiness. ""Qur Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.” God is not our buddy, he is our God. We
approach him covered by the blood of the Lamb. We draw near his
Son esteeming him with highest honor. "Lord, I am not worthy to
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have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my
servant will be healed.” (Matthew 8:8)

Witnessing along the way

And the Spirit said to Philip, "Go up and join this chariot.” So
Philip ran to him, and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and
asked, ""Do you understand what you are reading?" And he said,
"How can I, unless someone guides me?' And he invited Philip
to come up and sit with him.

Acts 8:29-31

The Spirit of God may have some work for us to do before we
arrive at the place in the Body which he has selected for us. After
all, the purpose of this move toward another place in the Body has
to do with our witness. ("'You shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be my witnesses."’) We
cannot be so taken up with our "transfer journey" that we miss the
wounded man by the road who has already been bypassed by the
priest and the Levite. This person may need physical help, or a
word of encouragement, some sign of God's love which is meant to
flow from us.

There is a time to "salute no one on the road," and there is a time to
turn aside and linger with someone who needs help to find the door
to God's kingdom. There are few emergencies in our lives which
take priority over the need to stop and spend time with the person
whom the Spirit knows is ripe for the gospel.

Visions are for action

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord
said to him in a vision, "Ananias."

And he said, ""Here I am, Lord."

And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the street called
Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus
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named Saul; for behold, he is praying, and he has seen a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he
might regain his sight.”’

But Ananias answered, ""Lord, I have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem;
and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who
call upon thy name."

But the Lord said to him, ""Go, for he is a chosen instrument of
mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the
sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for
the sake of my name."

So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his
hands on him he said, ""Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who
appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me that
you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."’

And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he
regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized, and took food
and was strengthened. For several days he was with the disciples
at Damascus.

Acts 9:10-19

For most of us visions and revelations are rare indeed. Some of us
may spend our entire lives without experiencing such things, even
though our lives may be rich in the Spirit's guidance coming to us
in other ways. If we have a vision, a revelation, or even what
might be called an "inspired insight," there will always be a
purpose beyond our own personal satisfaction. Indeed, Ananias
received no satisfaction at all in the above vision. It upset him. It
caused him to recoil. "Lord, I have heard from many about this
man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem..."
This vision was simply the Lord's way of getting Ananias to do
something he had no wish to do.
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The transfiguration vision was the Father's way of impressing on
Peter, James, and John their need to listen far more attentively to
the words of Jesus than they were presently doing. Jesus was
telling them about his approaching suffering. They refused to deal
with it. And even when they heard Moses and Elijah talking with
Jesus about his approaching passion, Peter was more taken up with
making booths for the three of them than taking in the message—
until the Father spoke: "This is my beloved Son in whom I am
well pleased. Listen to him."

If, on our journey to a new place in the Body of Christ, we are
visited by fresh insight from the Spirit, we can be sure that it will
require us to do something, to change something, to respond with
action of some kind. We thought the loose ends were all tied
together, but now the Spirit reminds us of something in our present
fellowship that has been left undone. A person we promised to
visit. A need we vowed to take care of. A reconciliation which is
still waiting to happen. Acton it. Do it. If the Spirit took the
trouble to shine blazing light on this matter, we can hardly expect
further direction until we act.

When the Spirit pushes our envelope

Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision
which he had seen might mean, behold, the men that were sent
by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon's house, stood
before the gate and called out to ask whether Simon who was
called Peter was lodging there. And while Peter was pondering
the vision, the Spirit said to him, ""Behold, three men are looking
for you. Rise and go down, and accompany them without
hesitation; for I have sent them."

Acts 10:17-20

Before we cry out to God for the Spirit's guidance we need to ask
ourselves if we are prepared to go where the Spirit leads. For we
can be sure that the Holy Spirit will take us beyond our comfort
zone. Peter had always believed that it was God's will for him to
avoid all contact with Gentiles. To enter a Gentile home was
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unthinkable. Yet this was where the Spirit was leading him, and he
had no choice but to follow.

The Lord Jesus had told the apostles that they were to make
disciples of all nations. But did this really mean breaking with
tradition? Mixing with Gentiles? Even though the will of the
Father is clearly revealed in the person of the Son, our conception
of God's will tends to lag far behind what the Son has revealed.
Jesus commands us to make disciples. We settle for getting them
"saved." Jesus commands us to leave our gift at the altar and go
and get reconciled with the brother who has something against us.
We mumble words of confession and repentance before the altar
and present our gift, leaving our offended brother still smoldering
in his resentment. Jesus commands us to go out into the streets and
lanes of the city and bring in the poor, the maimed, the lame and
the blind. We continue to coddle the original invited guests who
have long since demonstrated their indifference toward the
kingdom banquet. We pray, "Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven," while we hesitate again and again to abandon our
traditions for God's redemptive will.

When Jesus says to us, as he said to the Pharisees, ""Go learn what
this means, I desire mercy and not sacrifice,” he is pushing our
envelope. And to help us learn mercy God sends us again and
again into situations where mercy is required: an obnoxious
neighbor; a needy relative; a famine in Ethiopia; a fellow believer
who tries our patience. We may not see the connection between
these situations of need and our search for our place in the Body,
but our eyes can only be opened to see God's purpose as we allow
the Spirit to take us beyond our cozy spiritual rut.

""Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”

""No, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is common or
unclean.”

Peter is in a rut. He thinks he is defending the integrity of the law,
but he's wrong.
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"What God has cleansed, you must not call common."

Peter was taken through this argument three times and was still
holding out for tradition. He was "inwardly perplexed," until those
Gentiles came knocking at his door and the Spirit convinced him
that it was time to move forward into new territory. Not one of us
has arrived at a place where no more change is needed. If we
could see ourselves as God sees us, we would surely be awed by
the distance we have yet to go before we have attained to "mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.”
(Ephesians 4:13)

The worship connection

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers,

Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene,

Manaen a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit

said, ""Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which

I have called them."

Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and

sent them off. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went

down to Seleucia; and from there they sailed to Cyprus.

Acts 13:1-4

World outreach in the Body of Christ began, not with a strategy
meeting, but with worship. While they were worshiping the Lord
and fasting these prophets received guidance from the Spirit to set
apart Barnabas and Saul for a new venture. They kept right on
fasting and praying. Then they "laid their hands on them and sent
them off." The Spirit can choose whatever time and place he
wishes to break into our world with fresh guidance, but what more
appropriate time than when our hearts are joined in worship?
Isaiah's call came while he was at worship in the temple. Peter's
call in Luke 5 arrived while he was overwhelmed with awe.
"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!" was not a
rejection but an expression of profound worship. And this was
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followed by, "Don't be afraid; henceforth you will be catching
men."

Suddenly Peter knew exactly which road to take, and so did his
companions. They beached their boats and took off after Jesus into
a totally new life.

When we aren't sure which way to turn, we worship God. When
we face problems beyond our power, we worship God. When we
encounter threats from the world and the powers of darkness, we
worship God. When we begin to sink into ourselves, we worship
God. Worship is not just for fellowship time, it is the atmosphere
of our daily life.

""Whatever you do in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."
(Colossians 3:17)

Checked by the Spirit

And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having
been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. And
when they had come opposite Mysia, they attempted to go into
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, passing
by Mysia, they went down to Troas.

Acts 16:6-8

In our search for our place in the Body of Christ we may arrive at a
fellowship which seems to have everything we've been looking for.
At last we have found a place where we could function well. It
feels like home. But as we turn to the Lord for confirmation we
experience a definite check. For reasons known only to him the
Spirit seems to be checking us on this move. It may be the ideal
place for other believers, but not for us. We are not home yet.

There is no way to predict how the Spirit will check us when we
look to a path which is not for us. But he will. And we will know.
If in good faith we are committed to following the light of the
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Spirit, we will have the light of the Spirit. Each time we press
ahead and find ourselves groping in shadows, all we need to do is
turn and wait. "I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way
which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye."” (Psalm
32:8)

Guided toward a cross?

And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, bound in the Spirit,
not knowing what shall befall me there; except that the Holy
Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and
afflictions await me.

Acts 20:22-23

Don't mess with the Spirit if you want to avoid your personal cross.
Remember that before the Spirit raised Jesus from the dead he first
led him to Calvary. And don't engage with the Spirit if you have
already decided what kind of cross yours is to be. For you can be
sure that the Spirit has plans for you beyond the reach of your
imagination.

What kind of Calvary it will be for each of us is known only to
God. But long before we reach that Calvary we begin to prepare
by learning to die to our own will and rise into God's will. The
Holy Spirit imparts resurrection life to us day by day as we allow
him to teach us what it means to be crucified with Christ.
(Galatians 2:20) The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the Cross. His life
burns in us as we allow him to bind us, not only to our Lord's
saving cross, but to our own—the cross the Master instructs us to
take up each day as we step out once again into a life offered up in
thanksgiving and praise to God. "....Far be it from me to glory
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world
has been crucified to me, and I to the world." (Galatians 6:14)

Where to, Lord? The answer to this cry of our heart will unfold as
we allow the Spirit of God to be our only guide. The Spirit is as
reliable today as he was in the days of Peter and John and Paul.
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His job is to get us there—and he will! Our job is to walk in the
light he gives, and in no other.
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CHAPTER 18

DISCIPLESHIP
AND
THE BODY OF CHRIST

And Jesus came and said to them, ""All authority in heaven and
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 1
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close
of the age."’

Matthew 28:18-20

God did not create the church to be a "stabilizing influence on
society," or to raise the moral tone of the nation, or to crusade for
this cause or that. He created the church to harvest human beings
into the kingdom of God by turning them into disciples of the Lord
Jesus. The true church is the one place on earth where you will
find disciples and where you will find disciples being made. It
exists for no other reason. When the impact of its gospel is strong,
the surrounding society is lifted and blessed; when it's impact is
weak, the surrounding culture suffers. But the impact of the Body
of Christ on society is a by-product of its mission. It is not the
mission.

In our search for the place in the Body where the Spirit wants us to
fit in and serve, discipleship is the key. We are looking for
disciples of Jesus who love one another, who work together, who
know why they are here, who are making disciples. But what is a
disciple? The word disciple has become more fashionable in
Christendom since Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote his hard-hitting
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book, The Cost of Discipleship, prior to World War II. But what is
a disciple of Jesus Christ? Taking the New Testament gospels as
our source, a description of discipleship emerges which is clear,
and doubtless more radical than much of our current use of the
word. If we listen to Jesus' call to discipleship, and if we observe
the apostle Paul taking pains to bring people "to mature manhood,
to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,”
(Ephesians 4:13) we can see how discipleship takes us far beyond
our current idea of "Christianity" or "church membership."

Here's how a disciple emerges as we listen to our Lord Jesus and
the witness of his apostles;

A disciple has been arrested by the power of the Word.

After this many of his disciples drew back and no longer went
about with him.

Jesus said to the twelve, ""Do you also wish to go away?"
Simon Peter answered him, ""Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and have
come to know, that you are the Holy One of God."

John 6:66-69

Multitudes were drawn to Jesus by the authority of his words. For
he spoke, not like a clergyman, but like a prophet. They followed
him out to the hillside. They rose early in the morning to hear him
in the Temple. But only a few were so stunned and shaken by his
words that they could not escape their pull. They were arrested.
They could not walk away and forget what they had heard. We
can picture Matthew, the tax collector, standing at the edge of the
crowd, drinking in the message like a man dying of thirst. By the
time Jesus came to his tax office and said, "Follow me," Matthew
was already captured by the Word. He was ready.

The Word of the Lord is still going forth as the Sower sows his

seed through his Body on earth. And only a fraction of it arrests its
hearers sufficiently to take root in their hearts. But these are on
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their way to becoming disciples. They know that they have heard
the truth that sustains the universe, that creates life, that exposes
and blasts away evil. They have been arrested by a word which
they cannot ignore. It haunts them. It troubles them. Sometimes
it lies in their hearts for years like a time bomb, ready to explode at
the appointed time. The Word of the Lord will not relax its grip on
their hearts until they either submit to it, or with an act of the will,
turn their backs and walk away.

A disciple, having heard the call of the Lord Jesus, leaves
everything to follow him.

But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees,
saying, ""Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord." For he
was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish
which they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to
Simon, "Do not be afraid; henceforth you will be catching men."
And when they had brought their boats to land, they left
everything and followed him.

Luke 5:8-11

Everything? What does it mean, "They left everything."? Peter
had a wife, and a house in Capernaum. Did he sell his house and
divorce his wife? He had a fishing business. What ever happened
to it? And how does this apply to those of us with families, jobs,
property, obligations? Are we to wash our hands and walk away
from it all?

We know from scripture (I Corinthians 9:5) that years later Peter
was still married and that his wife often traveled with him. And
after the resurrection we see Peter having no trouble finding a boat
when he decides to go fishing. Was it his boat? Yet the purity of
Peter's commitment, when they left everything and followed Jesus
was sustained through all the ups and downs of the years that
followed. Peter, Andrew, James, John, Matthew, and countless
others left everything and followed Jesus. Each one reached a
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moment when, by a power not their own, they chose to answer the
call to follow Jesus. And that call required radical commitment.
Total commitment. No other love or loyalty could compromise or
weaken it. ""He who loves father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is
not worthy of me."" (Matthew 10:37)

Our circumstances may appear to be exactly the same as they were
before we answered the call of the Lord Jesus. But our
relationship to them has been forever changed. With our hearts,
and with our minds, and even with our bodies we have "left
everything" to follow Jesus. He now has a claim on us that even
our dearest loved one does not have. We are his apprentices, his
pupils, his servants, his friends. We will go where he leads. We
will change as he commands. We are at his disposal above
everything else. Everything that we have is at his disposal as well.

A disciple denies himself/herself and takes up his cross daily.

And he said to all, "'If any man would come after me, let him
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life
for my sake, he will save it. For what does it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?

Luke 9:23-25

You could say that to become a disciple of Jesus is to become a
martyr for the kingdom of God.. There are martyrs who go to their
death praising God, rather than compromise their commitment to
Jesus. And there are martyrs who lay down their lives each day by
denying themselves in ordinary circumstances so that God's
redemptive will might touch their loved one, their friend, their
enemy, the stranger on the street, with blessing. Self-denial
flowing from a thankful heart is their way of life. Both
martyrdoms are real, and both involve deliberately picking up a
personal cross. They have chosen to follow Jesus all the way. And
"all the way" means a death to self, as the disciple offers his or her
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life in praise to God. Both martyrdoms take place in disciples who
are steadfast.

The apostle John tells us how "many of (Jesus') disciples drew
back and no longer went about with him." (John 6:66) These
people were disciples. Committed ones. They became offended
by Jesus' words and turned away. "Once a disciple always a
disciple" is not how it works. Disciples can drift away. And the
most common cause of drifting is poor maintenance: failure to
daily deny self and pick up the cross. Discipleship is a way of life,
a way of daily life.

Jesus did not begin carrying his cross on Good Friday. He denied
himself and picked up his cross at his temptation in the wilderness.
And every day of his life thereafter he "humbled himself and
became obedient unto death, even death on a cross." (Philippians
2:8) Who could tell by looking at him that this man was carrying a
cross in his heart? Yet he made clear to his disciples as time
unfolded that he had no other goal. The cross was his compass,
pointing the way. It was his goal. It was a weight he carried within
him, picking it up each morning with an act of his will.

The disciple is not above his master. Our lives, inspired by his
Spirit, are rooted and grounded in a similar daily act of obedience.
We deny ourselves, turn our lives over to him afresh, and pick up
our personal cross—our death with him to everything that
interferes with God's will in our lives. "For you have died, and
your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory."
(Colossians 3:3-4) Without this discipline it is impossible to
withstand the pressures of the world around us tempting us to look
elsewhere for our security, our fulfillment, our vindication. Only
my personal cross protects me from the compulsion to prove that
I'm right, to demand redress, to seek the satisfaction that I'm
"owed." By the Spirit's power, my daily commitment to remain
crucified with Christ keeps me on track.
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A disciple perseveres in the Word.

"If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you
will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."
John 8:31-32

Jesus is not talking about memorizing his words. He's talking
about doing them. Doing them when the going gets tough. Doing
them when the only reward we get is misunderstanding and
ingratitude. His words are few and simple. They do not require an
exceptional IQ or a graduate degree to fathom them. "If any
man's will is to do his will, he shall know whether the teaching is
from God or whether I am speaking on my own

authority." (John 7:17)

Knowing that Jesus' words come directly from the heart of the God
of the universe, what choice do we have but to conform our lives
to them?

All the help of heaven is with us as we place ourselves under the
authority of our Master's words and begin translating them into
living. And when we fall short, heaven comes to our aid as we
confess our sin, throw ourselves on God's mercy, and set out once
again to walk the path of obedience to Jesus: speaking the truth in
love, showing forbearance toward all, sharing what we have with
those in need, keeping our eye single, confessing his name before
men. Discipleship is not a 100 yard dash, it's a marathon. "And
because wickedness is multiplied, most men's love will grow cold.
But he who endures to the end will be saved." (Matthew 24:12-
13) Endurance in the disciple is not a matter of merely staying
alive, but staying faithful to the Word, whether we live or die.

A disciple draws life from communion with Jesus.
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every

branch of mine that bears no fruit, he takes away, and every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more
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fruit. You are already made clean by the word which I have
spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you,
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He
who abides in me, and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for
apart from me you can do nothing."

John 15:1-5

We may not see him. We may not even feel his presence. But by
the power of the Spirit we are joined to our Lord Jesus in a more
vital way than the most perfect union of husband and wife. And as
in a marriage, the relationship is kept alive only as the partners
honor each other with kind and thoughtful attention, so in our walk
with the Lord Jesus, our relationship is kept alive on our side only
as we give him our warm and thoughtful attention. His side of the
connection remains constant. The vine is always there as long as
the branch is still attached to it. But for the branch to draw life
from the vine, the branch has to pay attention. To speak. To listen.
To worship. To obey.

The clearest example of how this is done is seen in the brief
glimpses we have of Jesus' relationship with his Father. His Father
1s always near in his consciousness. Before he breaks the loaf, he
lifts it up toward heaven and gives thanks. Before he calls Lazarus
out of the tomb, Jesus gives thanks to his Father. Sometimes Jesus'
thanksgiving strikes us as a spontaneous overflow of his heart—"1
thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou has
hidden these things from the wise and understanding and
revealed them to babes; yea, Father, for such was thy gracious
will." (Matthew 11:25-26) After feeding the five thousand Jesus
retreats into the hills, doubtless to be replenished in the Father's
presence. He himself acknowledged that apart from the Father he
did nothing, that his every word came from the Father. And this is
exactly how a disciple abides in the Master. Knowing that apart
from him we can do nothing good, nothing redemptive, nothing
lasting, we choose to pay attention to him, to practice his presence
wherever we are, whatever we may be about. When we awaken in
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the night, we deliberately turn our thoughts toward him, so that he
can help us guide them away from the confusion of our dreams, or
the regrets of yesterday, or anxieties about tomorrow. He is our
true rest, our abiding place, our eternal rock of defense.

A disciple lives the New Commandment.

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another;
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this
all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another."
John 13:34-35

How will the world out there know that we are his disciples? By
our knowledge of scripture? By our eloquence? By the fact that
we can perform signs and wonders? No. The only evidence to the
world that we are his disciples is our love for one another. Nothing
else. When they see it, they know that they are looking at
something real. When they observe its absence, they pay little
attention to our witness.

Jesus commands us to love one another; i.e. he is addressing our
will. He requires of his disciples, not feelings of love toward each
other, but acts of love toward one another, an attitude of love
toward our brothers and sisters in the Body. If he commands it, we
can do it—by the power of his Spirit. Jesus never commands us to
do anything without imparting to us, in the very command, the
power to obey.

A disciple makes disciples.

""All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations...."
Matthew 28:18-19

Answering an altar call is a good thing. Praying the "sinner's
prayer" is a good thing. Who can argue against inviting people to
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ask Jesus into their hearts? But if that's all we offer people, if,
after they've received salvation, we praise God and move on to
other fields, leaving these newborn babes of the kingdom to fend
for themselves, we have failed them. Imagine a mother leaving her

newborn child unattended while she boards a plane for the mission
field.

We don't know whether Peter ever prayed the sinner's prayer. Nor
do we have any record of the exact moment when he received
salvation. But what we see with Peter and the others is an informal
but intense school of discipleship, conducted by Jesus, as he taught
them the basics of the life of faith, and as he kept sending them out
to learn to minister by ministering. They were under his yoke.
They were learning his ways. They were developing into effective
servants of the kingdom. They were being taught on a daily basis
to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow the Master.

When the time came for them to go forth under the power of the
Spirit as his witnesses, these disciples understood that they were to
do more than "get people saved." They nurtured the newborns.
They fed them with the living word, until they too could follow
Jesus as mature, effective disciples. Example: after three thousand
people were baptized as a result of Peter's sermon on Pentecost,
these people were immediately discipled. ""And they devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)

Disciples proclaim the gospel. They manifest the kingdom. ""With
great power they give testimony to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all." (Acts 4:33) But the
aim of all this is to make disciples, to bring men and women into
such a steadfast, living relationship with Jesus that the fire of their
faith survives every storm and spreads supernaturally to others.
Most of this making of disciples is done quite informally, often so
naturally that no one but the Lord himself is conscious of the
awesome change taking place in human lives. It may happen
through conversations over coffee, letters, e-mails, phone calls.
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Friends spending time with friends under the blessing, protection
and power of the Spirit of God.

Narrowing the search

As we continue our search for the place in the Body which the
Spirit has chosen for us, we can be certain that it will be a place
where at least some of the believers are answering the call of Jesus
to discipleship. It's time to bypass the "clubs for nice people" that
abound in Christendom, and concentrate on connecting with those
places where people are being discipled, not to a doctrinal position,
or to a certain form (or lack of form) of worship, but to Jesus—
where the call of Jesus to follow him is the only draw.
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CHAPTER 19

WHAT AM 1
REALLY LOOKING FOR?

""A city set on a hill cannot be hid."
Matthew 5:14

Every time I return to my "home church" I come away frustrated,
feeling that it is time to move on. If it's me, Lord, show me what I
need to do to settle down. Ifit's you, please give me wisdom in
this search. I want to be wherever you want me to be.

But what am I really looking for?

Acknowledging that the Bride of Christ at this hour is not without
blemishes, still there are basically two kinds of churches: 1.
Gatherings of believers held together by a genuine love for Jesus;
2. Assemblies sustained by things in addition to the Lord Jesus.
Good things. Legitimate things. Helpful things. But it's Jesus
plus Moses and Elijah; Jesus plus our defining doctrine; Jesus
plus a superior worship experience; Jesus plus excellent child
care, clean bathrooms and good parking; Jesus plus the best music
in town. "Here's what we offer..." and the list goes on and on. "If
you have a choice between two gospel-preaching churches, why
not go for the one with well-run nurseries and adequate parking?"

Jesus Only

On the surface these churches may look identical. Jesus is
proclaimed as Lord and Savior. Salvation in his name is offered to
all. But beneath the surface are two radically different dynamics:
one relies on the power of Jesus, the incarnate Word, to draw, hold,
and change human lives; the other relies on the market to point the
way to success in "reaching the world for Christ." In the first case
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there is a deliberate effort to make sure that nothing is added to
Jesus as an attraction, so that his word alone is the bread at the
banquet. In the second case lures are presented to make the gospel
more attractive, assuming that anything that helps to bring people
under the hearing of the word is legitimate. But somehow, when
we use bait, instead of a net, to catch people into the kingdom, the
bait becomes a distraction. The apostle Paul makes a point of this
in his letter to the Corinthians, reminding them that, "When I
came to you, brethren, I did not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God in lofty words or wisdom. I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I
was with you in weakness and in much fear and trembling; and
my speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and power, that your
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of
God." (I Corinthians 2:1-35,

The Living Word

... For the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth life.
II Corinthians 3:6 (KJV)

I'm looking for a church where the Word is central, not as dead
letter, but as living Spirit. The Pharisees and the scribes knew their
Bible. Most of the arguments they had with Jesus were grounded
in scripture: Jesus desecrating the Sabbath; Jesus presuming to
forgive sins; Jesus failing to keep himself separate from sinners;
Jesus allowing the multitudes to proclaim him the Son of David.
For every sin they found in Jesus, these Bible experts found
scripture to prove their point. Like prosecuting attorneys they used
the dead letter of scripture to say what they wanted it to say. This
can always be done with the dead letter. But never with the living
Spirit.

Jesus used the same Bible the Pharisees used. But in his hands it

had a very different message and spoke with a power the nitpickers
could not withstand. After all, Jesus was the incarnation of all
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Bible truth, the source from which it flowed. Now as the Son of
Man, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, the words of scripture
came alive as never before. "It is the Spirit that gives life, the
flesh is of no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are Spirit
and life." (John 6:63)

The words of scripture in the mouth of the Pharisees were flesh.
Dead letter. As Jesus put it, "of no avail." They were the Law,
devoid of the power to live the Law. The same words in the mouth
of Jesus were life-giving Spirit, charged with the power to raise the
dead. Every command Jesus drew from scripture became an
enabling miracle as it flowed from his lips. Suddenly the Law
became doable as he called his hearers to "love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself."

There is a mammoth difference between the word as letter, and the
Word as Spirit. Once we have tasted the living Word, how can we
ever be content with anything less? It may come through a
stuttering mouth, it may be spoken in the driest monotone, it may
be whispered or shouted, but when it is the living Word it is
impossible to miss. And the life it conveys is all I need.

Lazarus

We meet two men named Lazarus in the gospels: one in a parable,
and one in real life. The first Lazarus is a beggar, covered with
sores. The second Lazarus is a corpse. The beggar dies, the
corpse rises. But both men are a sign of things to come. Lazarus
the beggar finds repose beyond the grave in Abraham's bosom.
Lazarus the corpse rises to become Jesus' host at one of his last
meals in flesh and blood. These men were lifted out of their
helpless states by the sheer power of God. They had nothing to
offer but their helplessness.

One of the surest signs of the presence of the Lord in an assembly

of believers is Lazarus at the scene—not as a client, but as a
member of the family, i.e. people from the margin. People with
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nothing to offer but their weakness and their need, lifted into new
life with praise and thanksgiving to God. The following is a
description of a church where Lazarus has found a home:

For consider your call, brethren; not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth; but God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to
shame the strong, God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.
He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made
our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and
redemption;.....

I Corinthians 1:26-30

I'm looking for a church where Jesus occupies the throne of
authority without any competition, where the Word is alive, and
where people the world has ignored are present at the Lord's
Banquet Table. Such a church will never look like a club for nice
people. It will be a shocking mix of humanity, a foretaste of the
awesome mix of redeemed humanity we will behold in the coming

glory.

But where will I find it? And how?

""Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of
hosts." Zechariah 4:6 Not by my own wisdom, or by my
ingenious searching powers, but simply by the direction of the
Spirit who comes to guide us into all truth. The Spirit will help me
to be clear about what I'm looking for. The Spirit will direct my
steps in the search. And when the right moment arrives, the Spirit
will confirm to me that "this is the place, these are your sisters and
brothers."
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CHAPTER 20

THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE

The Spirit and the Bride say, "Come." And let him who hears
say, ""Come," And let him who is thirsty come, let him who
desires take the water of life without price.

Revelation 22:17

The Spirit is not concerned with preserving institutions. He leaves
the dead to bury their dead. But wherever thirst for God rises in
the human soul, the Spirit is there to help. He invites us to come
and drink the water of life. He helps us to open our hearts and
receive. He teaches us the things we need to know to stay under
the yoke with Jesus. He brings us to a place where we begin to
hear the voice of the Bride saying, "Come."

The Spirit and the Bride. The Spirit is unseen, holy and beyond
the grasp of our minds. The Bride is visible, tangible, made up of
people we can talk with and listen to. Both are now speaking the
same word to us: "Come!" As soon as we begin to hear that
invitation in our hearts, we are close to our destination.

Come

The word originates in the heart of the Lord Jesus himself. ""Come
to me all you who labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you
rest.".... "If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink."” With
that word he calls us into relationship with himself, promising that
whoever "comes to me I will not cast out." There is no such thing
as coming to him in good faith and being turned away. His door is
open. His heart is open. He is waiting to relieve us of the burden
of our sin and flood us with the life of God.
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We may have been following Jesus for many years, yet that
invitation remains as fresh as the day we first heard it. We keep
coming to him. We keep bringing to the Lord Jesus the burdens of
the current day, the needs of the present hour, the new questions
that baffle us. When Jesus asked the woman at the well for a
drink, he was actually inviting her to come to him and drink. And
she did. Soon his invitation was

heard on her lips: ""Come see a man who told me all I ever did. Is
not this the Messiah?"

Come and see.... Jesus turned, and saw them following, and said
to them, "What do you seek?" And they said to him, "Rabbi"
(which means Teacher), ""where are you staying?"’

He said to them, ""Come and see."

John 1:38-39

Nathanael said to him, ""Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?"

Philip said to him, ""Come and see."”

John 1:46

Jesus remains unknown until we come. We only begin to "see"
after we come. But how do we come? It is not possible for us, as
it was for those first disciples, to come into his physical presence
and hear his audible voice. Yet the actual "coming" for us is the
same as it was for them. It's a matter of the heart. The will. "For
every one who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved."
(Romans 10:13) The minute I open up my heart and cry out to
him for help, I have begun to come to him—and he to me.

But now I begin to hear the invitation from another quarter: from
the Bride. And when the Bride says, "Come," she is not only
inviting me to draw near to the Lord Jesus, she is calling me to
gather with her in his name. And she is not a spirit. She is people,
specific people who gather in a specific place. She wants me to
join myself to these people in Jesus' name and drink with them of
the water of life.
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Somewhere within range of where I now live (or will soon be
living) the Bride is saying, "Come." Somewhere in the depths of
my heart I begin to hear her invitation. I may not know where she
is, but I can be sure that the Spirit who inspires this invitation will
direct my steps to her. A phone call from a friend, a random word
spoken by a stranger, a missed exit from the freeway—any number
of "coincidences" may conspire to bring me there. I may even
miss the cue a few times and end up in the wrong place, but the
Spirit is patient—and relentless—as he guides me to the fellowship
he has selected for me. Meanwhile, he invites me to drink of the
water of life in the place where I am right now.

Drink

When I arrive at the appointed destination, there will be an
abundance of living water, but even now there is nothing to
prevent me from drinking from the fountain. For the Lord Jesus
never withholds his living water from anyone who thirsts.
Wherever he is, there is the fountain. "Come to me and drink," is
his constant invitation. So we commune with him. We listen to
his word, which is already alive within us. We ponder it. We give
thanks for it. We walk in it. We obey it. And we are refreshed.

The great temptation is to drink substitutes: Christian lemonade,
spiritual orange juice, sanctified cola. Jesus' word with a dash of
sugar or a twist of lemon, perhaps carbonation to add a little zip.
But the living water loses its power when we doctor it with our
favorite flavor. It is the Spirit that gives life, the flesh is of no
avail. The words which he speaks to us: they are Spirit and they
are life. They need no additives. If we edit them or sweeten them,
we corrupt them.

«..For my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken
me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for
themselves, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

Jeremiah 2:13
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Consider how many things we do and believe as professing
Christians that have no connection with the words of our Lord.

Jesus never told us to spend huge amounts of our time and
strength "raising money for the kingdom." He said, "Seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things shall be
yours as well." (Matthew 6:33) Nor did Jesus direct us to map out
the future with elaborate interpretations (and debates) concerning
Bible prophecy. He simply commanded us to be faithful and stay
alert. ""Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour." (Matthew 25:13)

And think about our beliefs. However we interpret the Rapture,
the pictures we create takes us far beyond anything that Jesus ever
told us. Men and women are getting rich publishing fantasies based
on end-time beliefs that Jesus never called for. And the issues that
arise among us over whether or not we have received the Spirit
would disappear if we satisfied our souls with the clear water of
Jesus' word. "If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?" (Luke 11:13) Isn't
that enough?

When I drink from his spring I have life. When I drink "doctored
water" | have confusion. "This is my beloved Son, with whom I
am well pleased, listen to him." The water of life has only one
source: the Lord Jesus; and only one interpreter: the Holy Spirit.
And as I drink this pure water my heart begins to hear, ever more
clearly, the voice of the Bride saying, "Come." My disillusionment
with church and churches gives way to hope. Imperfect as it may
be, and as flawed as I am, there is a fellowship which the Spirit has
already chosen as the place where I belong. And I will do
whatever I can to answer the call of the Bride inviting me to that
place and those people, wherever they are.
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CHAPTER 21

GOD IS FAITHFUL

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
I Corinthians 1:9

When Paul wrote the above words to the Corinthians, there was
only one church in town. Whoever belonged to the Body of Christ
in Corinth, belonged to that church. For all its problems, that
assembly was alive. Every conceivable ministry was being
exercised by believers, as they received their gifts from the Spirit
and used them to edify the Body and spread the Word.

Today, instead of one church in one city, there are dozens or even
hundreds of churches, all claiming to be an expression of the one
Body, all claiming to be ruled by the one Spirit. In most cases the
contrast between these churches and that first century church at
Corinth is severe. If the apostle Paul were to write each of us a
personal letter and open it with, "God is faithful, by whom you
were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,"
many of us would ask, "Which fellowship Brother Paul? I'm not
sure which one I should belong to. I can't seem to find a church
that looks like that church in Corinth."

And Paul might scratch his head and wonder how we could be so
confused. Certainly the faithful Father, who called us into the
fellowship of his Son, is able to guide us to wherever he wants us
to be. What's the problem? For all the varieties of expression,
there is only one church. "There is one Body and one Spirit, just
as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who is
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above all, and through all and in all." (Ephesians 4:4-6)
Somewhere in that confusion of worship styles and "doctrinal
positions" is a place where you belong, and the same faithful God
who called you into the fellowship of his Son will get you there as
you look to him.

God is faithful: whatever he begins, he completes.

And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6

God never begins something that he does not finish. If I believe
that God is stirring me to make a move, then I also have to believe
that God will guide me to exactly the place where he wants to
move me. My job is to deny myself, take up my cross and follow
Jesus daily, to stay in fellowship with believers, and open my heart
to the wounded souls who keep crossing my path. There is no
need for haste. For reasons of his own the Father has not disclosed
where he wants me to be six months from now. All I know is that,
as far as I can tell, I am willing to go anywhere he wants me to go,
to change anything in my life he wants me to change.

God will get me to where he wants me, provided my heart is fixed
on submitting to his will. If join this migration of people moving
from church to church with a shopping list of personal needs,
wherever I land, all my frustrations and grievances will land with
me. In a year or two I'll be on the move again. The issue is not my
needs or my preferences, or my spiritual tastes, but God's will.

The Lord knows what I really need, and that may be a far cry from
what I think I need. He also knows how to give me a ministry
which will not go to my head. He may be directing me to a
fellowship where all I will ever do is wash feet.

This time of transition is a time to concentrate on abiding in the

Vine, making sure that my relationship with the Lord Jesus is open
and clear and faithful from my side. Abiding in him, I can be
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certain that the faithful Lord, who has brought me into this time of
transition, will bring me out on the other side to exactly the place
he has chosen for me.

God is faithful: whatever he promises he performs.

As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes
and No. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we preached
among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not, Yes and No;
but in him it is always Yes. For all the promises of God find their
Yes in him. That is why we utter the Amen through him to the
glory of God.

1I Corinthians 1:18-20

Jesus promises that if we follow him, we can expect specific
blessings from him, while at the same time experiencing our share
of troubles from the world around us. Jesus tells us what he will
do for us; and he also warns us about what the world will do to us.
It is important for us to receive his promises against the
background of a world which will treat us no better than it treated
him.

Jesus promises that as we follow him, he will flood us with his
love. "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide in
my love. If you keep my commandments you will abide in my
love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in
his love." (John 15:9-10) 1t is a promise our Lord keeps. Itis a
thing we experience. His love warming us, lifting us, nourishing
our souls even through the darkest days.

Jesus promises Joy. _

""These things I have spoken to you that my joy may be in you
and that your joy may be full."
(John 15:11)
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In you. Jesus repeats this promise, because he wants us to take
hold of it with our minds and hearts. How can he fulfill it if we
aren't paying attention? It is a foretaste of heaven, this joy he puts
into us. And it is there even when we weep with sorrow over the
anguish of the world and dullness of our own hearts. "As
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing."

And peace, Christ's peace, is promised to every disciple—no
exceptions. ""Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid.” (John 14:27) 1t is a peace
which is almost tangible. It moves upon us like breath from
heaven and calms our souls, draining from us the anxiety which is
almost universal in the age of haste and vanity. No wonder those
early disciples greeted each other with, "Peace be with you." They
were conveying Christ's peace to each other. They were blessing
each other with a gift which was constantly being renewed to them
as they walked with Jesus. There is no peace on earth like the
peace which comes from the Lamb of God, and which is ours for
the receiving afresh day and night.

But Jesus also promised that, with these blessings within, we will
contend with tribulation coming from without. "I have said this to
you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world."

(John 16:33) Jesus did not promise to eliminate tribulation from
our lives, he prepared us to accept tribulation in this world as
normal. It is essential that we trust Jesus' promises of love, joy, and
peace along with his warnings about rejection coming our way
from the world around us. Why should we be surprised if we find
ourselves the object of hatred—hatred precisely because we are
followers of Jesus? He told us to expect it.

""If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you."
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John 15:18-19

Jesus never tried to conceal the fact that our discipleship to him

will endanger our lives in this world. It might even get us killed.
"I have said all this to you to keep you from falling away. They

will put you out of the synagogues; indeed, the hour is coming

when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God."
(John 16:1-2)

The love and the joy and the peace which the Lord Jesus imparts to
us can never be received in a vacuum. They are the life of God
given to sustain us while the powers of death continue to pound
against us, both in the visible and the invisible realm. If we live in
this truth, we are less likely to be sidetracked in our search for the
fellowship which the Lord has chosen for us.

God is faithful: with every command he empowers.

"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations....."
Matthew 28:18-19

Before Jesus commands us to make disciples, he first assures us
that he is behind us with all authority in heaven and on earth.
Before he sends us out to be his witnesses, he first promises us
"power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you." (Acts 1:8)
power straight out of heaven. And we experience that power as
soon as we go forth in obedience. If Jesus commands me to love,
he gives me the power to love. If Jesus commands me to make
disciples, he gives me the power to make disciples. And when
Jesus commands me to flee Babylon, his Spirit is there to guide my
flight and to direct me to my place in the New Jerusalem.

Of course, we never experience the power until we act on the
command. We do not sit around and wait until we "feel" the power
of God. Knowing that God's strength is made perfect in our
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weakness, we take Jesus at his word and begin to act on his
commands. The Lord God has given us (through the Spirit) the
tongue of those who are taught, that we may know how to sustain
with a word him that is weary. (Isaiah 50:4) We may not know how
to pray as we ought, (Romans 8:26) but the Spirit takes our halting
prayers and buoys them up with his own intercessions. We obey,
the Spirit empowers.

God is faithful: both on our journey, and at our arrival.

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to
me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved
his appearing.

II Timothy 4:7-8

Our arrival at the fellowship where the Lord awaits us is meant to
be a foretaste of our arrival at our final destination. A foretaste of
heaven. The Lord Jesus is there ahead of us, waiting, even as he
walks by our side as we proceed with our search. His welcome
will be our confirmation. "Yes, this is the place. Yes, these are the
sisters and brothers with whom I want you to serve."

He will cause us to know that this fellowship is his choice for us.
And while our heavenly crown of righteousness still waits in
heaven, our minds will experience an earthly crown of heavenly
peace as we begin to fit in with our fellow servants.
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CHAPTER 22

THE ARRIVAL

When I came to you, brethren, I did not come proclaiming to you
the testimony of God in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
I Corinthians 2:1-2

At last the search is over! It has ended at a surprising place: a
fellowship far different from anything you envisioned. People
with whom you have little in common. Worship that rises from an
unfamiliar tradition. Or perhaps your eyes have been opened to
see the fellowship where you have been all along in a new light;
suddenly everything is brand new. Wherever it is, you know that
you have arrived. It is as if the Spirit has ignited a fire on the
hearth, spread a table, and invited you to a foretaste of the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. For the time being this is your
home. The "Where to, Lord?" has vanished from your heart, and
you are at peace with the peace of God. Your part in the Silent
Migration has come to an end.

For each of us the experience of arrival will be different. We came
from different pasts, and we are directed toward astonishingly
varied manifestations of the Body of Christ. But for all of us there
are certain things to keep in mind as we begin to fit into the
fellowship which has now become our home.

Take time to get acquainted.

If Satan is unable to hold us back from pursuing God's will, his
next favorite tactic is to get behind us and push us into "doing
God's will" without listening for God's leading. Satan loves to
"inspire" us to jump in with both feet before the Spirit has even
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told us where to jump. While the Spirit is urgent, he is never hasty.
And when we are submitted to the Spirit we are delivered from the
press of time into the wisdom of eternity. In this new fellowship
we need to get to know the folks. How they think. How they do
things. Who are the servants? Who are the ones we especially
need to listen to? We have arrived here not as volunteers, but as
men and women under a call from the Lord. And we need to
distinguish between the overwhelming needs that cry out to us and
the call of the Shepherd. We answer the need when the Shepherd's
call is in it. And the first call of the Shepherd is to get to know
these sheep and to love them with his love.

In Israel, when a man married a woman, he was exempt from
military service for their first year of marriage. This was the time
for them to get to know each other. To enjoy each other. To spend
time together. And so when we find ourselves in a new assembly
of believers the Lord himself gives us time to enjoy these new
sisters and brothers, to get the lay of the land.

Listen.

Who of us has not been in a conversation in which we were so
busy thinking about what we want to say that we lost track of what
the other person was saying? Something within us would much
rather be listened to (with deep respect) than to listen. But when
we take our place in a new fellowship (or perhaps in our present
fellowship with renewed vision), our first task is to learn—not to
teach. Even if we are gifted teachers, how can we be effective
until we first get to know the people with whom we are called to
impart our teaching?

And we learn by listening, by observing. People will tell us what
is on their hearts when they sense that we truly care about what
they're thinking. We are like an adopted child, now an adult,
meeting our biological family for the first time. There is so much
to learn, so many things to discover about these sisters and
brothers with whom the Spirit has placed us. Certain people will
approach us with questions about ourselves. This is our
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opportunity, not only to answer their questions, but to get to know
them. As we wash dishes together after a pot-luck, or rake leaves
together in the fall, bonds in Christ begin to form.

Start at the bottom.

"When you are invited by anyone to a marriage feast, do not sit
down in a place of honor, lest a more eminent man than you be
invited by him; and he who invited you both will come and say to
you, 'Give place to this man,' and then you will begin with shame
to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in
the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you,
'Friend, go up higher''.......

Luke 14:8-10

Our present culture thrives on self-assertion. "Be discreet, of
course, but if you don't look out for Number One, who will? If
you don't push your way to the front, you will never get that
promotion. The boss won't even notice you. If you want to
become president of the organization, you'd better apply a little
political savvy and make sure the folks know who you are.
Unknowns never make it." But in the Body of Christ the
principles of the kingdom apply. And they are always the reverse
of the ways of the world. In the Body of Christ, everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted.

So we start at the bottom. In perfect peace, we take the lowest
place. The jobs that no one seems to pick up. Needs that never
receive attention. George, the mentally challenged man who needs
a ride to church; old Captain Wally who was drunk for a week and
whose reeking apartment needs a good cleaning; Sally, the single
mother with four young children who can't find anyone to take her
to the food bank. Low-profile jobs that bring no attention, and
offer no rewards. What else did Jesus mean when he commanded
us to wash feet?
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Fitting in...

For by the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith
which God has assigned him. For as in one body we have many
members, and all the members do not have the same function, so
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to
the grace given to us, let us use them....

Romans 12:3-6

God knows what our gifts are long before we do. And he places us
exactly where our gifts can strengthen the Body. There is no need
to go on a search to discover our gifts. As we wash feet, our gifts
begin to emerge. They will be called forth by the Body as we
serve. People will recognize that we have a gift for teaching
before we do. And they will call forth that gift in normal
conversation. Then one day we may be asked to lead a Bible
study. If people find encouragement as they talk with us, the gift
will begin to manifest itself so naturally that we may be the last
one to realize that this is a gift the Spirit has given us to strengthen
the Body. Our motive is to simply fit in wherever the Spirit directs
us. And this takes place quite naturally as we concentrate on
simply being there as a servant especially to the forgotten ones
who come into view. The same Spirit who guided us to this
fellowship will fit us into its life as we "think with sober
judgment, according to the measure of faith which God has
assigned to us."
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CHAPTER 23

NO LONGER STRANGERS

So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of
God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the
Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of
God in the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19-22

We often forget that in its earliest days the Body of Christ was
entirely Jewish. It was seen by Jews and Gentiles as a sect within
Judaism. Only by the prodding of the Spirit of God were Gentiles
welcomed into the church, first in the house of Cornelius, then in
Antioch. Gradually the dividing wall of hostility between Jew and
Gentile was broken down and they became "one new man" in
place of two cultures inhabiting separate worlds. This amazing
union of Jew and Gentile was a new thing on earth. It was
evidence to both groups that Jesus had indeed brought them into a
New Creation. This joining of Jew and Gentile was a sign of
God's desire to welcome all nations out of the cold into the Family
of Heaven.

But God's welcome has often been crowded out by man's
indifference. The "dividing wall of hostility" has reappeared in a
thousand forms over the centuries, separating "insiders" from
"outsiders," and causing those on both sides of the wall to become
strangers to each other.
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Wherever Jesus is not the supreme link which joins us, the
dividing wall replaces him, and we find ourselves worshiping as
sojourners, not quite sure about where we fit or whether we really
belong. One of the driving forces in the present Silent Migration is
the fact that many believers in Jesus still feel like strangers. They
know that union with Christ means union also with his Body on
earth. But experiencing that union in our life together has become
a challenge for many.

Where is true union with brothers and sisters in Christ to be found?
It is to be found, not where we feel comfortable, but where the
Spirit of God says, "This is the place." When the Spirit says, "This
is where I'm putting you, these are the ones to whom I am joining
you," immediately we are no longer strangers, even if we initially
still feel like strangers.

Fact: we experience the Family of Heaven, not by sight, but by
faith. We are called by the Spirit to look upon these men and
women to whom God has joined us with eyes of faith. We are to
see them in the light of the Lord Jesus, accepting them as they are.
Loving them as they are. We are to hold them in our hearts with
the same mercy the Lord Jesus continues to shower on us. This is
not a club; nor is it an earthly family. This is the household of
God, built by God upon the foundation of apostles and prophets,
with Jesus as the cornerstone! God himself is building these
fragile lives—including ours—into a holy temple, a dwelling place
for his Spirit. When we look upon these people with eyes of faith,
when we choose to obey the Master's command to love them, then
we are no longer strangers. We belong to them, and they belong to
us. This is a foretaste of the coming glory. By faith we receive
salvation. By faith we take our place in the Body.

By faith we behold the ancient wall of hostility torn down by nail-
scarred hands. And now it's up to us to keep it down. There are no
"insiders" or "outsiders" in the Body of Christ. Every reborn child
of God is a member of the Body. We are linked to each other by
the Lamb's cleansing blood and by his life-giving Spirit.
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Abraham's migrants

As surely as the Spirit of God is behind the present Silent
Migration, there is one group of migrants, neglected for centuries,
which are of special interest. These migrants are experienced at
moving from place to place. They have been doing it for four
thousand years, watched over by God in all their wanderings and
sufferings. It was to these people that the Messiah first came.
From among these people emerged the apostles, the earliest
believers, the scriptures. It is important to remember that our Lord
Jesus was, and is, a Jew. We Gentiles were welcomed into a
Jewish church, and the breaking down of the "wall of hostility"
was for our benefit. We were the outsiders joined to our Jewish
brethren to become "one new man."

But now the church is largely Gentile. And an honest glimpse of
history explains why most Jewish people have little interest in this
"Gentile" church. "Christians" are seen as historic persecutors of
the Jew. Out there in the world the old "dividing wall of hostility"
is very much in tact. Yet in a mystery understood only by the Lord
Jesus himself, increasing numbers of Jewish men and women are
joining the migration. And the Spirit of God is warning the Body
of Christ that it has a special obligation to make sure that these
migrating Jewish believers and seekers are received with joy into
the Family of Heaven. The Spirit is now speaking to us in the
words of the apostle...,,

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh,
called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision,
which is made in the flesh by hands—remember that you were at
that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now
in Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought
near in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who has made
us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility,
by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and
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ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place
of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God
in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to
an end.

Ephesians 2:11-16

Just as we were welcomed into the Body in days gone by, so we
now are called to welcome, with our prayers and our love, the sons
and daughters of Israel who are migrating toward our homes, and
fellowships and churches. The apostle Paul calls these Jewish
believers branches of the original olive tree into which we Gentiles
were grafted. He reminds us in Romans, Chapter Eleven, that God
has the power to graft them in again, and warns us not to be "wise
in our own conceits," working against what God himself is doing.

Once our spirits are at rest, knowing that we are no longer
strangers and sojourners in the Migration, we are sent forth to
welcome those who are still arriving, giving special attention to
our Jewish sisters and brothers who for centuries have suffered
such indignities at the hands of "Christendom."
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CHAPTER 24

MUCH FRUIT
BY GOD'S MEASURE

"If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever
you will, and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my
disciples.”

John 15:7-8

Results! God wants to see results! We want results! Branches
that don't bear fruit are cast forth and thrown into the fire. Besides,
who wants to get saved and then stagnate? Once we've found our
landing place in this Silent Migration, we want to bear fruit—much
fruit.

But God's definition of "much fruit" and our definition may not be
the same. We live in a culture that defines "much" by visible
numbers, numbers that can be measured, written down and
compared with all the other statistics. And it's true, we read in
scripture that about three thousand people were baptized on the
day of Pentecost. Five thousand were fed with five loaves and two
fish, with twelve baskets of leftovers taken up. Four thousand
were fed with seven loaves and a few fish, with seven baskets of
surplus. Yet Jesus never measured effectiveness by numbers. In
his own ministry our Lord had the strange habit of sifting things
down whenever the numbers mushroomed. Here's how he did it:

Now great multitudes accompanied him; and he turned and said
to them, "If any one comes to me and does not hate his own
father and mother and wife and children and brothers and
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple...."
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Luke 14:25-26

He sifted the multitudes by calling them to follow him to a cross.
By the time Jesus reached Calvary, his following had dwindled to
a tiny remnant. Yet no one ever walked this earth who bore more
fruit.

Jesus never gave a seminar on how to do it. He never discussed
techniques of evangelism. Nowhere in Jesus' teachings are we
given a method that guarantees success with numbers. Instead,
Jesus gave us three parables to teach us how it works. In these
parables we are given everything we need to know to produce
fruit. In each of these parables Jesus calls us to concentrate our
hearts on one thing: his Word—the word that Jesus has spoken and
is speaking to us. It is his Spirit that gives life, our fleshly mind is
of no avail. The words that Jesus has spoken to us—they are Spirit
and they are life. His words alone empower us to bear fruit as we
receive them, live them, and abandon ourselves to them.

Parable #1: Receiving the Word—Good Soil

And when a great crowd came together and people from town
after town came to him, he said in a parable: ""A sower went out
to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and
was trodden under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And
some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away,
because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good
soil and grew, and yielded a hundredfold." As he said this, he
called out, ""He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

Luke 8:4-8

Jesus describes the good soil as ""those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit
with patience.” If we hear the word and hold it fast in an "honest
and good heart," we will bring forth fruit—with patience. The

133



word is the seed which has a life of its own. The word produces
fruit through us, when it is received and held in an honest heart.

The issue is not how do we get results? But are we giving the
word God speaks a chance to produce fruit through us? Are we
taking it in? Are we holding on to it? Are we giving it room in
our hearts to expand and grow by believing it.....and doing it? If
the word is alive in us, people will come to life in God through us.
Lives we touch will enter the kingdom of God as a result of what
they hear and see in us. We will have the "tongue of those who are
taught" that we may "sustain with a word him that is weary."
(Isaiah 50:4) Life will flow from our heart like a river. People will
receive hope, sight, healing, strength through the words which we
speak and live.

"Fruit" produced in any other way is synthetic and false. For
instance, fruit in the thorn patch is often more impressive. Any
market study will show that the cares, riches and pleasures of life
are what motivate folks. If we alter the word ever so slightly, so
that it will deal with their cares on their terms, if we redesign the
word just enough, so that it won't threaten their riches or their
pleasures, we have a winning formula for producing fruit by the
hundredfold. Properly packaged, this combination of thorns and
good seed will draw millions into the movement. Gospel light
now becomes gospel lite. Offer them Jesus along with all the
goodies of this world, and they'll trample each other to get into
your church. Promise them security in this world and the next, and
you will reap a harvest of souls. There is only one drawback:

this fruit does not mature; it remains stunted, choked by the cares
and riches and pleasures of life. Much fruit, but imperfect fruit.

Useless fruit.

Parable #2: Living the Word—The Faithful Branch

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you
will, and it shall be done for you. By this my Father is glorified,
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that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be my disciples.
John 15:7-8

There is only one way we can abide in Jesus and have his words
abiding in us: by living his words. We take his words into our
hearts until they become incarnate in our flesh. This involves
thought and memory, but much, much more. The miracle begins
when we understand that Jesus' words are not just "words," but
Spirit and life; when we discern their power to enable us to do
what they call us to do. For instance, when Jesus says, "Believe!"
he is giving me the power to believe. When Jesus commands us to
"love one another as I have loved you," he is giving us the power
to love one another. When Jesus insists that we forgive, when he
calls us out of shady sexual territory into chastity, when he warns
us not to be ashamed of him, he is lifting us into a realm of power
about which this world knows nothing. We can do it, because he
tells us to do it....because his Spirit in the Word empowers us to do
1t.

To abide in Jesus the Vine, is more than sitting in a chair thinking
about him, or reading his words from the Bible. To abide in Jesus
is to enter into his words. By the Spirit Jesus puts his words into
us, now we put ourselves into his words. We step into them. We
wrap ourselves in them. Suddenly we find ourselves walking in
his footsteps, who "committed no sin; no guile was found on his
lips. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he
suffered, he did not threaten; but he trusted to him who judges
justly." (I Peter 2:22-23)

Now, when we pray in Jesus' name, we are praying in his Spirit.
We can ask "whatever we will" (a will which is conformed to his
will, nailed to his cross, risen with him, raised with him to
heavenly places) and our prayer is answered. Things begin to
happen which can only happen through the God who answers
prayer. The result: much fruit. Men and women and children are
brought from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to
God. Such fruit glorifies the Father and confirms to the world that
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we are indeed disciples of the crucified and risen Lamb. Here too
we see Jesus showing us that much fruit comes only from the word
living in us.

Parable #3: Abandoned to the Word—Surrendered Seed

"Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this
world will keep it for eternal life. If anyone serves me, he must
follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be also; if any
one serves me, the Father will honor him."
John 12:24-26

The real fruit of Jesus' ministry did not begin to appear until after
his death and resurrection. Jesus is the original "grain of wheat"
that fell into the earth and died. From that atoning death he rose as
the firstborn of the New Creation, producing "much fruit," raising
to life a numberless host of reborn children of God. And now he
calls us to follow him in fruit bearing by following him to
whatever cross God chooses for us, abandoning ourselves to his
word, and going wherever it leads.

For some of us this will mean out-and-out martyrdom. Physical
death, often violent. Many have walked that road before us. For
others it will mean the daily pouring out of our lives in quiet
obedience to the word of the Lord, as he empowers us to love the
very people who take us for granted or even despise us. Either
way we are abandoning "self" to the mercy of God, and leaving it
behind, as we press on to be where our Master is.

And where is our Master? Totally given up to the Father's will.
Never seeking a name for himself. Never standing up for his own
rights. Never defending himself. Never striking back against his
oppressors. Undistracted by any need to justify himself in
anyone's eyes, the Lord Jesus concentrates on doing the Father's
will. He brings good news to the poor, release to the captives,
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sight to the blind, freedom to the oppressed, hope to the despairing.

"If any one serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there
shall my servant be also.” And we can only be where the Master
is if we give up our own agenda and abandon ourselves to his.

This abandoning ourselves to the will of God is not a once-and-
done thing. Until the day of our death, abandonment to the Word
is a daily exercise, both in prayer and in living. In prayer we
commit ourselves to the Master's will; we present our bodies as a
living sacrifice to him. Then we go forth into our daily life and, by
the power of the Spirit, live our prayer. We do it. In a thousand
acts of gracious forbearance and inspired forgiveness we get out of
the way and allow God to shine through. The result? Much fruit.
As Paul explains in II Corinthians 4:11-12, when death (to self) is
at work in us, life (from the Spirit) flows forth from our lives. And
that life alone produces lasting fruit.

Of course, this fruit will often be hidden from our eyes. There will
be no visible success story unfolding before the eyes of the world.
The greatest miracles of fruit bearing will never be seen until the
Master returns. So much the better; the less the temptation to glory
in our fruit bearing. All we need to know is that we are where the
Master has placed us, doing what the Master has called us to do.
Far be it from us to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by which the world has been crucified to us, and we to the
world.
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CHAPTER 25

THAT THEY MAY BE ONE

""The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, that
they may be one even as we are one, I in them and thou in me,
that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know
that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou hast
loved me."”

John 17:22-23

There can be but one purpose behind the Silent Migration and all
the painful sifting in the Body of Christ at this hour: that we may
become truly one. Not from the outside in, but from the inside out
—from the center which is none other than Jesus himself. Unity
based, not on doctrine or culture or some new organizational
structure, but on a relationship with the Lord Jesus which is so
vital that nothing can separate us from his love, or from each other.

This unity is inevitable, since our Lord Jesus prayed for it. It will
be. Nothing can stop it. And yet, there is a human side to the
miracle. Before the Bride can be "clothed with fine linen, bright
and pure," (Revelation 19:8) she will have to arrive at the place
where she has "made herself ready." (Revelation 19:7) She will
not be ready until she is one—perfectly one, as our Lord prayed for
her. One with the Father. One with the Son. One in the Spirit.
One in the humility, the hallmark of holiness. No more fights. No
more arrogance. No more competition for the highest honors. No
more celebrities. No more neglected ones.

Is it possible? Apart from the Spirit such unity is impossible. But

by the Spirit's power it will be. The Bride will be presented to her
Lord "in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such
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thing....holy and without blemish." (Ephesians 5:27) But the
Bride must "make herself ready." She must allow herself to be
brought by the Spirit into a unity which she has never had, not
even in the days of her youth. We have to allow the Spirit to make
us one as only he can. But the Spirit of God cannot do this, unless
we cooperate. Will we allow our Lord's prayer for his Bride to be
answered in us? Will this be the hour when at last the Bride begins
to look like a church in which Jesus lives?

One under the Word

"I have given them thy word; and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world."
John 17:14

There is only one thing that links us to Jesus and to each other: the
Word. Through twenty centuries the words which Jesus spoke to
his first followers remain alive for those who have ears to hear.
Those words are all we need. They are never dead letter; they are
always living Spirit. No language change or faulty translation can
distort the living Word which is the exclusive domain of the Spirit
of God. The true people of God are people of the Word, who have
the Word in their hearts; who live, not by bread alone, but by the
Word. "Cause me to hear thy loving kindness in the morning,
Jor in thee do I trust. Cause me to know the way wherein 1
should walk, for I lift up my soul unto thee." (Psalm 143:8)

The Word is not under us. It is not something we can analyze and
tamper with, as if it were a thing. We are under the Word, which is
not an "it" but a "He." The Word is God himself, incarnate in
Jesus of Nazareth, and stirring among us now in the person of the
Holy Spirit. Wherever the Spirit is, he makes his presence known
by speaking. Those who have ears to hear are made alive and
drawn together around Jesus through the power of the Word.

There is a difference between the words which arise from human
flesh—perhaps even as quotes from scripture—and words which
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come from above, flowing from the lips of the man or woman who
is crucified with Christ and whose life has been abandoned to him.
Who can deny that our churches have often been cluttered with
words which have no power? Religious words. Spiritual words.
Doctrinally sound words. Emotionally charged words. Words
which promise great things. And yet, they are just words. The
speaker knows it; the listener knows it. The church remains
comfortable and safe. When the Word breaks through all this and
begins to speak, the church is no longer safe and comfortable. The
old wineskins begin to tremble. The scribes and Pharisees of the
day rise up in anger, just as they did in the Jerusalem and Galilee
of old. And those who have ears to hear know that what they are
now hearing is coming from the heart of the living God.

The Bride of Christ makes herself ready when those who can
discern the difference between words and the Word begin to
submit their lives to the Word alone. They begin to obey to a
degree they had never known. They receive the Word into their
hearts and soon find it flowing from their lips. Recognizing the
Word in each other they draw together in a unity created by the
Word alone. Wherever this happens Jesus is in their midst. What
these men and women bind on earth is bound in heaven; what they
loose on earth is loosed in heaven. The glory of the kingdom of
God shines forth.

One under the Name

"And now I am no more in the world, but they are in the world,
and I am coming to thee. Holy Father, keep them in thy name
which thou hast given me, that they may be one even as we are
one. While I was with them, I kept them in thy name which thou
hast given me; I have guarded them, and none of them is lost, but
the son of perdition, that the scripture might be fulfilled."

John 17:11-12

Held together by a name? It has often happened that people draw
together around a name. "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to
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Cephas," or "I follow Luther" or "Calvin" or "St. Thomas
Aquinas." Perhaps we rally around the name of our congregation.
Let's say our loyalty is to the First Baptist Church of Garden City.
Then a division takes place, and we, the "true believers," form
Greater First Baptist Church of Garden City. Whenever we rally
around a name—any name but the name of God—that name
becomes an idol. It becomes a wedge between ourselves and God,
between ourselves and believers who fail to share our loyalty to
our favorite name.

When the Father, in response to Jesus' obedience unto death, gave
him "a name which is above every name," this was no small thing.
It was thus decreed by God that "at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.” And so it will be. That name will be honored
through all eternity. And all other names will either be hidden in
his name, or blotted out of existence. And his name, the name of
Jesus, brings glory, not to himself, but to God the Father.

So how do we become one under the name of the Father and his
son, Jesus? By allowing our names to be hidden in his name. To
seek no name for ourselves. To avoid celebrity Christianity like
the plague. To make sure that no name in our lives competes with
the name of Jesus. Not even the name of Moses or Elijah. When
priests and Levites from Jerusalem came to John the Baptist in the
wilderness, asking, "Who are you?" he answered, "I am not the
Messiah." Still they were not satisfied. "What then? Are you
Elijah?" He answered, "l am not." "Are you the Prophet?" "No."
"Who are you? Give us an answer for those who sent us."

Notice how John refuses to use his own name. "I am the voice of
one crying in the wilderness, "Make straight the way of the
Lord."" So where was his name? It was hidden in God. John was
a prophet under the name of God. John was a voice for God,
because he was satisfied to remain just that: a voice.
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To be one under the name of God is to give up our name and all
others to the lordship of Jesus Christ. Not only do we gather in his
name and pray in his name, we live in his name—and die for his
name. Our names are lost in his, that he alone may be exalted to
the glory of God the Father.

One in the Glory of the unseen God

"The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them, that
they also may be one even as we are one, I in them and thou in
me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may
know that thou hast sent me and hast loved them even as thou
hast loved me."

John 17:22-23

It's a strange kind of glory. Not like the glory of Hollywood or the
Super Bowl. Earthly eyes see it and turn away. ""He had no form
or comeliness that we should look at him, and no beauty that we
should desire him." (Isaiah 53:2) Yet what they see is drenched
in eternal light, as the Lamb of God suffers at the hands of men.
The glory of God is upon him. It never leaves him. It sustains
him to his last breath and carries him through to the other side of
death, blazing with light that makes the demons tremble. It raises
him from the dead in an explosion of energy that shakes the earth.

And this glory now comes to rest upon each faithful disciple of
Jesus. It makes that person a marked man or woman. It draws the
ire of the princes of this earth. But it has the power to bring good
news to the poor, deliverance to the captives, sight to the blind,
freedom to the oppressed. Unseen by human eyes, yet recognized
by human spirits as something "different"—so different that a
division takes place wherever we go. This glory, resting upon us,
sets a man against his father and a daughter against her mother. It
draws the poor in spirit to the light and drives the haughty to
distraction.
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But this imparted glory does more. It draws us together around the
fountainhead of true glory on this earth: the cross of Jesus Christ.
Here at the cross, where our Lord was glorified by the Father, we
become one in him. Here alone. Nowhere else. In no other way.
No human decision, no lofty intention, no gargantuan effort by a
"prince of the church" can bring us into unity. Only the glory of
God, bathing and overflowing from the crucified Lamb, can draw
the disciples of the Lamb into unity which is real, and which will
last forever. The "poor in spirit" now become also "those who are
persecuted for righteousness sake." They share in the sufferings of
their Master. They begin to know him, not only in the power of his
resurrection, but also in the fellowship of his sufferings, as they
become like him in his death. Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Theirs is the unity of heaven, lived in their flesh-and-blood lives
here on earth. Through them the will of the Father is done on earth
as it is in heaven, bringing the kingdom to bear on every issue that
humans face: hunger, sickness, blindness, deafness, poverty, and
death.

The world cannot see the glory, but it can see that these women
and men are followers of Jesus. It can see the love of God
incarnate in the way they live. It begins to understand that Jesus of
Nazareth is indeed the Holy One of God, sent by God. It cannot
miss the love which holds these people together and flows out
from them as a river of healing.

One in the unspeakable love of God

""....That the love with which thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them."
John 17:26

The only visible evidence that we are disciples of Jesus, that the
Spirit of the living God has come to dwell in us, is agape love—
superhuman love. God's love shed abroad in our hearts. Holy love
empowering us to speak "a sustaining word to him that is weary,"
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(Isaiah 50:4). Love which, without bringing attention to itself,
draws near to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and every other
nation on earth, and brings hope. And this love begins with our
Lord's new commandment: "that you love one another; even as 1
have loved you, that you love one another."” (John 13:34)

By the Spirit's power we love one another, the way our Lord Jesus
has loved and still loves us. And in that foot-washing, forbearing,
forgiving, serving, interceding love for one another our unity in the
Lord Jesus is perfected. We don't talk about it. We don't preach
about it. We just do it, knowing that this love which we now
practice 24/7 comes, not from within, but from above. We may
prophesy, but our prophecy will pass away. We may speak in
tongues, but the day is coming when tongues will cease. All our
knowledge of God and the things of God will soon be swallowed
up in knowing Jesus and seeing him in his true splendor. But the
love which we now have from him, and which we now live in him,
will never end.

Every word of Jesus' prayer for the unity of his followers will be
fulfilled. His people will be one. His bride will be presented
before him in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing.
She will be holy and without blemish. She will be one. May the
stirring of hearts and the moving of feet in the Silent Migration
which is now taking place bring each of us to the exact place in the
Body which the Spirit has chosen for us. May the dividing wall of
hostility which our Lord Jesus broke down through his shed blood
disappear forever from the ranks of those who love him.

That we may be ...

"no longer strangers and sojourners, but fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord....a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit."
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Ephesians 2:19-22
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