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APPROACHING
THE BOOK OF
REVELATION

 
You are about to begin a study of one of the richest books in
the Bible.
 
It is a vision given to 7 actual churches…; of the final Harvest, of
God's grace, and His judgement . with Jesus always at the
center.
 
REVELATION is not a book written in secret code so we can
figure out the code and know exactly when this or that in is
going to happen. The "When" is known only to God. Nor so we
cancan we figure out who the Antichrist is, that will become
clear when the hour arrives. Instead of decoding the book to
further an agenda or theology, this study is meant to help us
see the big picture and to discern what God is calling us to.  In
this book Jesus is telling the believers in these 7 churches
"what must soon take place." He ends the book sayingsaying,
"Behold I am coming soon". Nearly 2000 years have passed
much of "What must soon take place" hasn't happened as yet.
And yet this book is preserved to us by God's sovereign mercy
is the message of the Lord to us.
 
He's showing us what must soon take place.
He's telling us "Behold I am coming soon".
So, how soon is soon?
 
Whenever the Spirit of the Lord begins to move among us with
power…
 we We understand that he is coming soon.
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If there has been a delay, it is only God's mercy at work.
 
REVELATION will make sense only if we see the Prize prize that
awaits those who pursue it to the end. So start with the last
section, first (page 68)

 
Read 2 before starting this study

 
Also…
 
To get into the atmosphere of REVELATION so that its strong
words and awesome visions begin to make sense, take the
trouble time to read:
 
In the Old Testament--- The Book of Daniel  The Book of
Zechariah
 
In the New Testament--- Matthew, - Chapters 24 and 25
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AN OVERVIEW OF
REVELATION

 
REVELATION 1:1-8
 
REVELATION is addressed to followers of Jesus who find
themselves
(as we all do) living in a war zone between two kinds of
power:
 
--The powers of this world, driven by the "Original Lie."
--The power of the Crucified and Risen Christ, who is already
Lord, but whose lordship is hidden until the appointed
Dayday.
 
REVELATION 1:9-3:22
 
Jesus, as Lord over his authentic church, (as opposed to
"Christendom") has words of encouragement and conviction
for us.
 
REVELATION 4:1-16:21
 
Jesus is now Lord over history.  His cross was the pivotal
moment.  When he begins to break the seals, history's final
days start to unfold.
 
REVELATION 17:1-21:8
 
Jesus alone will end the reign of darkness in this world.  And
he will do it his way, not ours.
 
REVELATION 21:9-22:5
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Jesus will finally establish his glorious kingdom in its fullness.
 
REVELATION 22:6-21
 
Jesus now calls us to keep refreshing ourselves with the Water
of Life, and to fix our hearts on his promise to return.
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REVELATION 1
 
REVELATION 1:1-3
 
REVELATION – An apocalypse to uncover, to pull back the
curtain.
 
It is both a REVELATION from Jesus and about Jesus. For
whom?... Not the general public but for Jesus servants, slaves
(doulos), his disciples. In the 7 churches.
 
And in the Body of Christ of all times and places.
Again, for his slaves not his admirers "He that is not with me is
against me."
This REVELATION is given by the Lord Jesus through an angel -
-- a messenger--- to his servant John (slave) and now in this
book; John is bearing witness for those churches and for us.
 
                --- To the Word of God.  
--- To the testimony of Jesus.
--- To "all he says".
 
"Pay attention"  Don't come to John's witness to speculate, come
to listen, and obey.
 
Blessed --- is he who reads aloud the words of the prophesy (in
the assembly)
Blessed --- are those who hear.
Blessed --- are those who do something about what they hear.
 
Why?  Because "the time is near". i.e. We are already living in
the end of the age, which began with the resurrection and will
end with Jesus return.
 
REVELATION 1:4-8
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Address to 7 specific assemblies of believers which John knew
well.
 

"Grace to you and peace from"
 
From - Him (the Father) who is, was, is to come. i.e. the eternal
God                
From -The 7 Spirits before the throne – The Holy Spirit in 1000
places at once.
From --- Jesus Christ.
 
John 17 --- "I made known to them thy name and will make it
known.” The faithful witness; : Jesus. --- John 17 . “Romans 8 ---
The first born from the dead” ---Colossians 8 “(Matthew 28 ---
"All The ruler of ththe authority in heaven and e Kings on
earth”  Matthew 28… (already Lord of the earth.)
 
"Grace to you and peace" As these words were read in those 7
churches as the scroll is passed around, and as these words are
read now a blessing flows out to the hearers.  
 
“Grace to you and peace" from the Father who is, was, and
always will be. From the 7 Spirits --- the Holy Spirit both here
and there at the same time, from Jesus the Messiah who is
about to witness to us in the words of this book by the power
of his cross and deity who imparts life as we trust him who
even now is in charge of all the powers that rule the earth at
this moment.
 
 
Then a word of praise at the beginning of the prophesy:
Praise for the Lord Jesus.
Who has already…
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1. Freed us from our sins by his blood. A fact we can enter or
not.
2. Made us a Kingdom The stone cut out of the mountain.
(Daniel 2)
3. Made us priests to his God. Not clergy, real priests. A fact, we
can enter or not.
 
To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen!
Worship!
 
Then a brief statement of what this book is about:
 
Behold he is coming with the clouds (Daniel 7, Matthew 24)
 Every eye will see him. i.e. no question in anyone's mind.
Everyone who pierced him --- all of us, ( not just the chief
priests and Romans).
 
And all the tribes will wail on account of him. (not weeping of
repentance). The weeping of fear and awe before the holy. (My
God, What A Morning!)
 
Then comes a word of prophesy confirming all this from the
throne of the universe.
 
"I am the Alpha and Omega" says the Lord God who is and
who was and who is to come, the All mighty. i.e. God the Father
is saying, "I'm confirming the prophesy of the return of the
Lord Jesus. Pay attention for when he comes I will be in him"
 
REVELATION 1:9-11
 
John identifies with all who will take in the message of the
book. "I am John your brother" (doesn't call himself and
apostle or a pastor – just brother John.)
 
"Who will share with you in Jesus" (what Jesus went through
we now share and what we are going through Jesus goes
through with us.)
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I share with you….
 
1. Tribulation--- the suffering side of discipleship.
2. The Kingdom --- The power side of discipleship which we
also share.
3. The patient endurance --- for walking with the Lord in the
last days.
 
i.e. we don't sit around and speculate about Bible prophesy. We
get out there and labor in the vineyard. And endure whatever
we have to go through with patience, faith, joy and practice love
as we do.
 
" I was on the Isle of Patmos on account of the word of God
and testimony of Jesus"  
 
Exiled, isolated in some way. He was there due to his testimony
to the Lord Jesus.

 
"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day"

 
 
 In the Spirit. In a trance?
No, in prayer,  – waiting on God. Relying on the Spirit to guide
him just as we have to do.
 
REVELATION 1:12-16
 
Seven golden lampstands in a circle (like the geographical
globe)…
In the middle of the lampstands. One like the Son of Man.
Daniel 7:13
 
Long robe – Royalty.
Golden girdle round his chest – Power
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Hair white as wool –  wisdom.
Eyes a flame of fire – Penetrating vision.
Feet like burnished bronze refined in fire –
He has been through fires of suffering and come out whole.
His voice like the sound of many waters – Thundering…
unmistaken authority. Psalm 29 "The voice of the Lord is upon
the waters.
 
In his right hand he held 7 stars –Angels… His connection to
the Lampstands
 
In His right hand a sharp two-edged sword – Judgement …
 (Jesus is not only savior, not only Lamb but the Lion.)
Judgement is about to begin at the House of God and spread to
the whole earth.
 
His face like the sun shining in full strength – Glory… beyond
human experience or comprehension. When you see that glory
in your present state you could die, as John almost does.
 
REVELATION 1: 17-20
 

"When I saw him I fell at his feet as though dead"
 
In our present state we can't see glory without being slain,
undone, drained.
Isaiah 6 ---- John's response like Peter, James and John on the
Mount. Daniel and the angel of God. Jesus touches him in his
vision. Jesus words to John, to us;
 

"Fear Not I am the first and the last"
"I am the First and the Last and the Living One."

 
the The “first” of the new creation. "The living One" Two kinds
of "life"…
 
1. Physical life which we all now experience and which will end
in death.
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2. Resurrection life over which death has no power--- the
Living One.
 
At this point in REVELATION and through almost the whole
book Jesus alone has Resurrection Life. "The Living One"
Those who die in the Lord are blessed. Those who are
martyred for their faith are blessed but they are still
incomplete until they are raised into Resurrection Life.
 
We receive a foretaste of Resurrection Life
wWhen the Holy Spirit begins to movemoves in our lives.
 
“The hour is coming and now is when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God and those who hear shall live." John 5
 
"If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your
mortal bodies through the Spirit who dwells in you."
…. but we still await the fulfillment;fulfillment, Resurrection Life.
 
"I have the keys of Death and Hades.”  Hades is not Hell
(Gehenna) It's the region of the dead. (1 Peter; Jesus went and
preached to the spirits in prison) Jesus parable of the Rich Man
and Lazarus --- Rich man in Hades. He has power to open
prison doors of Hades. He has power over death. i.e. If you
walk with Him you don't have to fear physical death.
 

"Write what you see."
 
1. What is (for them and for us).
2. What is to take place hereafter (for them and for us).
 
The 7 stars
In my right hand are the angels of the 7 churches ---
messengers who are going to explain what I am talking about.
 
The seven Lampstands
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… are the 7 churches. Not buildings, not fancy organizations or
powers.
 
No mystery here --- he explains it. And now judgment begins at
the household of God before it spreads out in the world. Jesus
judgement of these 7 churches is not to condemn them but to
strengthen them. He is among the 7 Lampstands not to beat
them down, but to help them. Yet in order to help them he has
to also put his finger on what must change. (except for 2 of them
who were not rebuked.)
 
His purpose as he judges each church is to give it life through a
cleansing word which always carries hope.
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REVELATION 2
 
REVELATION 2:1-7
 
Ephesus was the largest and the most influential of all the cities
of the region. Had a harbor which was fast filling up with silt.
Had the temple of the goddess Diana – Artemus.
- People came from all over to worship.
- The image in the temple was pretty ugly but ancient.
 
Demetrius, the silversmith, and the other craftsmen who
created the images and feared for their livelihood, stirred up
the city causing a riot. Following the Kingdom Road is counter
to this world's culture of accumulating material things (idols)
which always brings us into conflict with the world system. Paul
spent longer in Ephesus than in any church he started --- 3
years. John takes over leadership at some point. You could call
it the Mother church of the seven.
 
To each of the churches we see a similar 7-point pattern.
 
1. The commission: "To the angel of the church”.
 
2. The source: Jesus describes himself with "The words of him
who holds the 7 stars, lampstands." A description of Jesus and
his authority.
 
3. A word of appreciation: "I know your works, your trials and
your patient                 endurance."
 
4. A correcting word: (for 5 of the 7): "But I have this against
you."
 
5. A call to repentance: "Remember from what you have fallen
and repent".
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6. A call to pay attention: "He who has an ear to hear, let him
hear."
 
7. A promise to the faithful:
"To him who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life,"
 
Hence for the church at Ephesus:
 
1. The Commission:
 

"To the angel of the church in Ephesus write…"
               
Who is the angel (messenger) in the church at Ephesus?
---A supernatural being assigned to guard the congregation and
strengthen those responsible for leading?
 
---A person who is functioning as the chief elder? (Like a pastor
- the word "pastor" only found once in New Testament
Ephesians 4) Whoever it is, it is God's messenger to their
congregation – who has to get this message across.
 
2. The source:
 
"The words of him who holds the 7 stars in his right hand,

who walks among the 7 golden lampstands"
 
i.e. The Lord Jesus is now speaking to his church.
 
a. With a word of divine authority. (he holds these angels in his
hand.)
b. A word of comfort. (he is with us, he walks among the
lampstands.)
 
He still speaks to the church --- not to the hierarchy or the
speculators,
but to a given assembly.
 
3. A word of appreciation:
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Jesus always begins with a word of appreciation for everything
good
he finds in each congregation.
 
"I know…"
a. Your toil.
b. Your patient endurance.
c. "Bearing up for my name's sake and have not grown weary."
d. Your testing of false apostles and found them false.
 
What is an "apostle"?
 
1. Eyewitnesses and scripture source… i.e. The 12 apostles.
 
2. A function – i.e. Paul. Men who ministered with integrity
 
vs. False apostles:

 
Opportunists. Exploiters. Moochers.
Money hungry. Power hungry.
 
 
We need to ask ourselves. "HOW DO OUR CHURCHES look in
the light of                 what we see in the church at Ephesus?"
We are responsible to the same lord.
 
Is he pleased---
 
 
                With our toil? Or are we lazy?
                With our patient endurance? Or are we touchy?
                With our consistency? Or sloppy?
                With our discernment and dealing with false prophets,
or are we gullible?
 
We can't plead ignorance – "I'm just gullible", won't wash. Jesus
commands:
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"Beware of false prophets"

 
Are we bearing up and not growing weary, burned out, half -
baked commitment?
 
To keep in mind that these letters to the 7 churches contain the
message of the Lord to his churches in all places and at all
times, including us. It's the Lord's word to his churches against
the background of the approaching End of the World as we
know it. It's a word of cleansing to help us survive what lies
ahead.
 
They were living in a dangerous world and so are we.
 
REVELATION 2:8-11
 
"I know the slander of those who say they are Jews and are

not –
but are of the synagogue of Satan.

 
---the synagogue was giving them a hard time. Remember most
of these followers of Jesus had left the synagogue.
 
It's a "Synagogue of Satan" if it claims to be serving God, but
living contrary to his will.  
 
Exploiting people
Producing hypocrites instead of disciples
Building its own kingdom instead of God's.
 
The church at Smyrna received no rebukes --- the church at
Philadelphia---received instead,  a word of comfort in the face
of impending trial.
 

"Do not fear what you are about to suffer."
 

i.e. it's going to come but I will be with you.
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"Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you in prison
that you may be tested and for 10 days you will have

tribulation"
 

 
 
 ---10 days a short time. Suffering because of our faithfulness to
Jesus.
 
-It will come in whatever form God chooses--- we don't choose.
                -For the believers at Smyrna: prison.
                -For us: rejection in some form---speckled birds.
 
You don't go looking for it. It will find you when it is time.
Something in our circumstances that tests our faithfulness to
the Lord. (Whoever loves father or mother more than me)
 
 "Be faithful unto death and I will give you the crown of life"

 
"Faithful unto death"

 
i.e. whatever the cost of faithfulness including death.
 
 
"The crown of life" ….crownCrown---sign of victory bestowed
by God.
  A blessing beyond description. (II Timothy 4:6-8)
 
In God your sacrifice, your faithfulness, your suffering is never
wasted. The stress on being faithful is given to the faithful
people.  i.e. Keep going. Implied…
 


                Without faithfulness nobody makes it to the crown.
                Faithful in little things a sign you can handle…. Luke
16
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"He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches"

 
Pay attention---a word to all who hear these words not just
those at Smyrna.
 

"He who conquers shall not be hurt by the 2nd death"
 
The ultimate outcome for every human:
               
 Flesh --- 2 lives, 2 deaths.
 
Resurrection Life. The Second death. Don't worry about the 1st
death, we all go by it, worry about the second death. The
Second Death: the lake of fire.
The eternal torment. Dragon. Beast. False prophet. Rev. 21:5-8
 
REVELATION 2:12-17
 
Pergamum was the north of the 7 cities. A seat of Roman power
in the region. A center of religious power including the state
religion of Caesar worship. The atmosphere of the city was
strong idolatry against everything the believers stood for. If you
followed Jesus your neighbors and friends wondered if you
had lost your mind.
 

"The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword"
 
Jesus is speaking to this fellowship; Powerful words, a two-
edged sword. To encourage them and to cut into the spirit of
compromise that was threatening its life. When it's a word from
the living Lord it's never mush, platitudes, religious talk.
 
Always it’s a word of hope, but always also..
 
- A word of warning.  
- A call for call for obedience and faith.
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Hebrews 4:12-13: When you begin to hear the Lord speak the
effect is always the same… a message for you personally…. that
cuts into the heart, separates truth from illusion, uncovers
vanity… calls for some kind of change…
 
- in attitude - in habits - in speech - in dealing with people - in
dealing with mammon
 

"I know where you dwell: where Satan's throne is"
 

There are certain places where the atmosphere is especially
oppressive. Satan and the powers of Darkness seem to have a
free hand;
 
- could be open violence, danger and hatred,
- or evil with a cloak of dignity and respectability.
Pergamum
- a center for Caesar worship,
- a center of Roman power.  
- believers -- pressured to deny their faith.
 

"You hold fast my name and you did not deny my name"
 

Even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness who was killed
among you where Satan dwells. i.e. It was costing them
something to be faithful to Jesus --- cost Antipas his life.
Salvation is free but there is a cost if we are faithful, faithful to
our salvation. In our daily living, in our witness--- there will be
a cost.
 
REVELATION 2: 18-29  "To the Church of Thyatira"
 
We’re looking at the fourth church, the church at Thyatira, in
the letter to the seven churches.  The Lord Jesus’ commends
Thyatira for works of love, faithfulness, service, and
perseverance. Jesus favorably noted that their latter works
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exceeded their first works. (Rev. 2:18-19) Then, Jesus’ praise
takes on words of admonition admonition (v.in verses 20-23)..  
 
"But I have this against you: That you tolerate the woman

Jezebel
who calls herself a prophetess. She is teaching and beguiling

my servants:"
 
-To practice immorality  -To eat food sacrificed to idols
 
I Kings --- story of Jezebel, Ahab, Naboth's vineyard, and Baal
worship.
 
Keep in mind that this is Incarnate Love speaking these hard
words:
 
-"I gave her time to repent but she refuses to repent of her
immorality."
-"Behold I will throw her on the sick bed."
-"And those who commit adultery with her, I will throw into
great
 tribulation unless they repent of her doings."
-"And I will strike all her children dead."
 
This sounds awfully severe coming from the mouth of the
Lord!  Why so severe?
 
-To keep the disease from spreading.
 
 
"And all the churches shall know that I am he who searches
the mind and heart and I will give to each of you as your

works deserve."
 
Salvation is works?
No.
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He is talking to people who have received grace and are
responsible for what they now are doing with grace.  If they fail
to practice it, they fall under judgment.
 
So what was this Jezebel, false prophetess, doing? Her teaching:
 
- Compromise with the world; food sacrificed to idols.
- "The deep things of Satan"; to practice immorality.
 
The Lord is not just talking about doctrinal heresy (although
some interpreters believe he’s addressing behavior, which is
part of Jezebel’s teaching.)  An idea going around – You mortify
the flesh by letting the flesh do its thing, i.e. go wild, have an
orgy, which was common in the culture at that time.
 
Whenever the Spirit moves with power in a fellowship, not only
do positive things happen.  
-Transformed lives
 -Conversions
-Healings
 
But Satan comes calling, negative things happen and the Spirit
becomes exacting.
Especially in these two areas:
 
-Money (Acts 5)
-The sexual (I Cor 5) – For believers, their sexual past is under
the blood.
 
If this Jezebel is permitted to carry on inside the church at
Thyatira:
 
-It will destroy this church.
-And spread like a disease to others.  So the judgment is severe.
 

"But to the rest of you in Thyatira who:
-do not hold this teaching,
-have not learned what some call "the deep things of Satan"
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"To you I say: I do not lay upon you any other burden;

Only hold fast what you have until I come"
 
What the Lord is doing is driving the sword of judgment down
into this church.
 

"I have not come to bring peace but a sword."
 

Dividing those who are openly compromising with evil from
those who are walking the walk in Truth:
 
-Judging the Jezebelites  -Encouraging the disciples
 
Then the future is proclaimed:
 

"He who conquers and keeps my works until the end,
I will give him power over the nations.  And he shall rule

them
with a rod of iron as when earthen pots are broken pieces."

 
Echoed from Psalm 2:9…
,
"He shall rule them with an iron scepter; he shall dash them

to pieces like pottery."
 

“even as I myself have received power from my Father;
and I will give him the morning star.

 
If you suffer with me now. If you remain faithful through these
days, you will rule with me when I return. You will be part of
the visible Kingdom.
 
You will have the morning star of hope inside you with the
confidence that the darkness is ending because Jesus is both
the foretaste of the dawn and the dawn itself.
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"He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches"

 
An essential word repeated every time –in each letter — "to the
Churches"
Because then and now; We tend to listen to more to ourselves
than to the Lord and to be distracted by other voices:
 
-Tradition
- Church policy
- What Pastor so & so says
 
The warning is: To pay attention to what the Spirit says "to the
churches"
 
Yes, the Spirit does speak to the individual, but any believer
who thinks he or she has a private line to Heaven  (cannot read
) the Spirit and fails to listen to what the Spirit is saying "to the
churches" is in danger of being misled by voices that are not
the Spirit at all.
 
Are we hearing what the Spirit says to the churches? If we’re
not hearing what he is saying to us, our private line to heaven
is disconnected and can become a private line from hell.
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REVELATION 3
 
REVELATION 3: 1-6   “To Thethe Church at Sardis”
 
Sardis – the city: Centuries before, Sardis was the most
powerful and glorious city of the region. The original city on a
high plateau 1500 feet up protected on all sides but one, by
some cliffs.  As Sardis expanded, the city grew down below.  In
centuries past Sardis had tried to conquer the Persians and
failed. In 515 B.C. the city was caught off guard with no one
watching, Cyrus the Persian king invaded Sardis. Now had
become weak and decadent.  
 
"The words of him who has the seven Spirits of God and the

Seven Stars"
 

i.e. The words of the Lord of the churches - Seven Spirits.
 
The Holy Spirit with all his gifts; Jesus/the Spirit.
 
The Holy Spirit –

"He will not speak on his own authority;
"He will take what is mine and declare it to you.

 
 
 The Holy Spirit among us….:
 
-Executes the will of Christ  
-Imparts the Word of the Lord
-Conveys the power of the Lord Jesus to the extent that we are
in submission to the Lord Jesus.
 

"… And the seven stars"
 

 - The angels of these seven churches are in the right hand of
the Risen Lord.
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"I know your works; you have the name of being alive and

you are dead."
 

-The first of the churches not to receive a word of appreciation
at all.
 
"The name for being alive but actually dead" describing many a
church today!
 
 - No spiritual life  - No deeds of love  - No outreach  - No
witness
 
 Just going through the motions.
 
A fellowship that has a name of being alive when it’s actually
dead is in danger of falling under the judgment of God ---and
will if it doesn’t wake up.
 
The call from the Lord to them and to us:
 
AWAKE – "wake up – you are asleep" Focus the mind on what
the Lord is saying
 
-Not "how can we survive as a church?
-Not "how can we raise more money to pay the bills"
-Not "how can we get more members to share the load?"
But…
"Speak, Lord.  We’re listening." "What are you calling for Lord?"

 
Strengthen what remains and is at the point of death.

 
How?
Move from a weak response to the Word to whole–hearted,  
from half– hearted obedience to obedience to the Lord.
 
"For I have not found your works perfect in the sight of my

God"
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"Perfect" doesn’t mean flawless, but whole-hearted
 
Notice that the most severe judgment of the Lord falls on
this church:
 
-Not because they have Nicolaitans, which they haven’t,
-Not because they have a Jezebel, which they don’t,
-But because they’re half-baked! Half-hearted.
 
"I have not found your works perfect in the sight of my God":

 
-Sloppy
 -Half-hearted
-Mixed-motives
 
As opposed to:
 
 -Radical commitment to Jesus  -Disciplined faithful
obedience
-A vital prayer life
-A spirit of servanthood
 
The church at Sardis could be any number of our churches
today:
 
-A name of being alive but dead.  -Half-baked works.
 
The Lord’s counsel to Sardis and to us:
 
-Remember what you have received and heard
-Keep that and repent i.e. do something about it
-Turn around and wake up
 
"If not, I will come like a thief –and you will not know at what

hour, I will come upon you"
 
Is he talking about his return? Not necessarily.
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Rather – His immediate judgment on that church: he removes
the lampstand.
 
Two things we know in our bones:
 
1. These bodies we wear have a limited life span – we will die.
2. This world as we know it also has a limited life span – there
will be an end.
 
What we don't know by means of our senses or science- is
what lies beyond.
 
We don't even know what's going to happen tomorrow---
 
- earthquake  - collision with a meteor  - weather changes  -
plague.
 
Jesus comes to open a way from this realm of death, into the
realm of life.
 
1. To take away the sin of the world, which is the major
problem of the human race.
2. To raise us out of our spiritual death into life in the Spirit.
3. To prepare the earth for the Kingdom of God which is
coming.
 
Calvary:  – is pivotal swallowing up human guilt in an act of
self-giving love.  
Resurrection:  – of Jesus worked the beginning of a new
creation on earth.
Pentecost:  – marked the foretaste of God’s Kingdom in
ordinary people like us.
REVELATION: – is the Risen Lord's message to his struggling
churches.
 
Encouragement but also…
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 - What they have to look out for in their own lives.
 - What they have to look out for the powers of darkness are at
work in this life.
 
 - What they need to know about his return.
 
To the church at Philadelphia:
 
For whom he has only words of encouragement. These words
are meant for disciples of all ages and times --- for those who
are disciplined and faithful in their walk.
 
REVELATION 3:7-13
 

"I am coming soon. Hold fast to what you have
so that no one may seize your crown."

 
i.e. that you remain steadfast in obedience to the Lord Jesus.
 
You are safe. You increase in strength. If you get sloppy the Evil
One would love to sidetrack you before you even realize what
is happening.
 
In REVELATION there is always the possibility of losing your
crown---having your name blotted out of the Book of Life.
 
 
God will never fail you but you have to stay in touch with him.
 

"He who conquers, I will make him a pillar
in the Temple of my God- he shall never go out of it."

 
"One thing have I desired that I may dwell in the house of the

Lord forever."
"I will write on him the name of my God."
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"and the name of the city of my God. The New Jerusalem from
heaven"

"and my own new name."
 
Pillar?...The final security, The name --- The nature of God, the
nature of the City.
A new name so you can function there.
 
 The new name of the Messiah – his nature ruling your heart.
 

"We with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord…"
"He who has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the

churches."
 

If your ear isn't hearing what the Spirit says to the churches---
your ear cannot be hearing anything private or personal from
God either --- you have cut yourself off.
 
Church at Laodicea
 
The final city of the 7. At that time one of the wealthiest cities of
the world.
 
1. A financial center.
2. A clothing center --- had source of wool – sheep and style
center.
3. A medical center.
4. Large Jewish population.
 
REVELATION 3:14-22
 

"The words of the 'Amen'"
 

Amen = "yea, yea it shall be so."
 
Jesus confirms the words of the living God  – fulfills the Amen!
 
The faithful and true witness. i.e. what he speaks comes to pass.
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The ruler of God's creation---
 
"All things are held together by him" ( Colossians 1:17)
"All authority has been given me in heaven and on                
earth."
 
                i.e. you're not dealing with a bumbling prophet – you
are being addressed by the ruler of God's creation.
 
This church which is financially prosperous, well-dressed, has
some of the best eye specialists in the world gets the strongest
rebuke of all.
 
Because…
1. It's satisfied with itself.
2. It's smug.
3. It's in danger of losing what life it has left.
 
On the surface, It's the flagship church of the region. Doing
very well.
In truth – in God's sight… It's a disgrace.
 
"For you say, I am rich, I have prospered and I need nothing;
not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and

naked.
Therefore I counsel you to buy from me;

 
                Gold refined by fire. (instead of your phony wealth)
                Faith refined by fire. (your faith is skin deep)
White garments, to cover you and keep the shame of your
nakedness from being seen
 
Put on the new nature (instead of Laodicean fancy clothes)  
 
– Put on Christ's righteousness. Not outward finery but the
new nature Christ bought of for us.
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 but we have to receive it, it, we have to put it on (Ephesians
4:22, Colossians 3:12).
 

Salve to anoint your eyes that you may see."
 

Laodicea produced eye salve sold all over. But these believers
need real eye salve…
 
- Vision for Christ Jesus.
- They are spiritually blind.
 
Amazing how many of us are so wrapped up in our own point
of view
 
---We are blind to whatwhat is really going on…
 
- in our lives
- in the world around us
- in the Body of Christ.
 
see 2nd Kings 6:17 The Aramean army is sent to destroy Elisha.
(See 2nd Kings 6:17)
 
 "What shall we                 do?" "O Lord open their eyes… to see
the army horses and chariots... "  
 
Still the Lord Jesus loves these Laodiceans. His harsh words are
spoken because he loves them. They are in danger and don't
know it. They need to be awakened.
 
"Those whom I love, I reprove and chasten – so be zealous

and repent"
 
Turn, obey.
Notice that these famous words of the Lord are spoken not to
people who never knew him, but to believers who have by their
vanity, their self-righteousness, their lack of discipline, have
pushed him out of their lives.
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"Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone opens…"

 
Jesus knocking; - continuously, Only we can open the door
 
1. The need to recognize the knock;
 
His knock – an arresting word which I know is meant for me
from him.
His knock – an external jolt … something in my circumstances
which is saying;  
"I  
 am waiting for you to open, to listen, to get out of that rut.
 
                His knock – An act of judgement from God for our own
good. "You did not   listen  
 when I spoke." "You did not listen when I gave you the jolt.
 
Maybe this disappointment will shock you, will wake you up.
 
2. Only from inside can we open up and invite him in.
 
To open doors means that you show the Lord and yourself that
you mean it.
 
He will not enter as a casual guest. He will only enter as Lord.

 
 
If he comes in this means that you're ready to give up control
to him.

 
 
 
                - leave your gift at the altar and get reconciled.
 
                - break the unclean relationship.
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                - loosen your grip on mammon by giving a healthy
chunk away.
 
Then – "I will come in and eat with you and you with me."
i.e. we will be joined in fellowship. (Abide in me and I with
you…)
 
"He who conquers I will grant him/her to sit with me on my

throne.
As I myself conquered and sat down with my father on his

throne."
 
"Conquer" – implies a battle even when things look peaceful.
The powers of darkness are always at work to put us to sleep,
to lead us into lukewarmness.
 
We conquer by…
 staying alert, by remaining focused, by maintaining discipline, by
abiding in the Vine.
 
God cannot do these things for us. No clergy or person can do
these things for us we have to do them. When we make
yourselves go to the well daily, we get living water.
 
"He who has an ear to hear let him hear what the Spirit says

to the churches."
 
- each individual believer is called to take in the message to the
church.
 
It's not just your personal spiritual life you are accountable for.
You are also responsible for your faithfulness in the
congregation where you have been put.
 
When you are faithful that church is strengthened.
When you are lax that church is weakened.
 
Each of us is placed in a flock which is "home base" for us.
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It is not possible to be an "eternal floater" and serve the
Kingdom.
 
In chapters 2-3 the Lord is speaking words of judgement to the
churches, encouragement, warning, a call to repentance, a word
of promise – (to those who remain faithful). Chapters 4 –16 the
Lord is revealing what needs to be known about the coming
judgement on the earth. If all begins at the headquarters of the
universe
 
–-- what happens on earth is first decided in heaven.
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REVELATION 4
 
REVELATION 4:1-11
 

"After this I looked and lo in heaven an open door"
 
A change of scenery  from earth to heaven
 
"the voice which I heard speaking to me like a trumpet said:
Come up hither and I will show you what must take place

after this."
 

A transition from present to future….. i.e. now a new vision
from the Lord.
 

"And I was at once in the Spirit."
 

 
 
(cp 1-10) i.e. now a new vision from the Lord.
 
The focus is now on the Throne, the center of power – God's
power. God is everywhere – yet God is on the Throne. God is
Spirit - yet God is on the Throne.
 
1. The Throne – center of authority inhabited by the glorious
God.
 (Jasper and carnelian --- a rainbow).
 
2. Surrounded by 24 elders on thrones 2x12 (showing
authority); represent Israel? Church?
 
3. Lightning and Thunder from the throne; Holiness, power.
 
4. Seven Torches – the seven Spirits of God.
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  (The Holy Spirit, who is both, centered in heaven and is all
over the earth).
 
5. Sea of Glass – Calm, no turbulence, control.
 
6. The four Living Creatures – eyes in front and behind
(Ezekiel 1) Their faces:  1. Lion. 2. Ox.  3. Man.4.
Eagle.               
 
7. Worship – Singing "Holy, holy, holy." The 4 living creatures,
The 24 elders.
                                               
Falling down before the throne casting their crowns.
 

"Worthy art thou, O Lord."
Worship:
Corporate.  Solitary, private.
Continuous --- practicing the presence of God all through the
day.
 
In Chapters 2 and 3 of REVELATION the Lord Jesus speaks
words of judgment to the churches---encouragement, warning,
calls to repentance, words of promise.  
 
Chapters 4-16 are the Lord Jesus revealing what needs to be
known by his followers about the coming judgment on earth.
 In Chapter 4 the scene shifts from earth to heaven.  "Come up
hither, and I will show you what must take place after this."
And what must take place in the future on this earth, as
judgment approaches, is determined, not by the politicians,
generals, money tycoons, media, but by God. So you looked at a
vision of heaven—the headquarters of the universe, the power
center.
 
God is everywhere, but he is also on the throne.
God is Spirit, but he is also on the throne.
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The scene:  The throne…24 elders…. lightning and thunder….7
torches ….the sea of glass…the 4 living creatures….worship.
  
What we see hereNotice that is that heaven is not just a throne
where everyone keeps the silence of death.  
 
It is action.  God is on the throne and everyone worships!  
 
Out of that worship life flows down to earth and up from the
earth as prayer.  
 
Included in heaven are the prayers of the saints.
Jesus in Matthew 18……Whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven …. etc.
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REVELATION 5
 
REVELATION 5:1-10
 
Heaven  ---the headquarters of the universe.
The Throne  ---the center of heaven.
The Scroll  ----the future destiny of earth. Sealed from our
eyes.  No one can  know the contents but the one who created
it.
 
A strong angel---a heavenly messenger with a voice which
penetrates the universe…
 

"Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?"
 
No one in heaven…. on earth…or under the earth (the region of
the dead) was able.
John: "I wept much..."  If no one can open it, the future remains
hidden.
 

"Weep not, the Lion of the tribe of Judah,
the Root of David has conquered….so he can open the scroll.

 
Conquered what? Human sin…. Death….Satan.
 
This gives him authority to unlock the future…he's Lord of the
future.
 
So where is this Lion?  No lion to be seen….only….only a Lamb.
               
Greek "arnion" = "little laamb" …the weakest word for lamb in
Greek.  This is the Lamb??  "arnion" little lamb as opposed to
"therion" the Beast, ---the Anti-Christ.
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This is the Lamb??  The lion and the lamb are one.
 

"arnion" little lamb as opposed to "therion" the Beast---the
Anti-Christ.

 
God's strength made perfect in weakness.

The lion and the lamb are one
 
 

"A Lamb standing as though it had been slain"
 
B(bearing the marks of his death, evidence of his death still
there… evidence of his victory)
                               
With 7 horns: Horns, a symbol of power…authority…high
honor.
With 7 eyes: The Spirit of God centered in the Lamb, yet at the
same time "sent out into all the earth.  ("He shall take what is
mine and show it to you")
 

"He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him
who was seated on the throne"

 
The right hand of the Father---His ruling hand
 
The Lamb takes the scroll… Why him?  He's lion-lamb.
Messiah at the same time.
 
He has authority to unlock the future for his saints. He is the
one who will control the unfolding vision we see as the scroll is
opened. When the Lamb takes the scroll, the 4 living creatures
and the 24 elders fall down before the Lamb in worship.
 
--each holding a harp….symbols of praise
--with golden bowls full of incense- the prayers of the saints,
linking links heaven to earth.
--they sang a new song:  "Worthy art thou” a description of
the coming kingdom
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--chorus- joined by people from every tribe, tongue, nation
who are ransomed
--a kingdom…under their king
--priests to God… intercedes, blesses… description of what a
priest does
--reigning on earth under their king.
 
REVELATION 5:11-14
 
Millions of angels take up the song of praise….
 

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive…..
 

Power---"Christ the power of God" All authority and power
given to him (Matt 28)  Wealth---The resource to carry out
whatever he chooses to do. ---no lack.
Wisdom---"Christ the wisdom of God  (I Corinthians 1:24)
Strength---Might to overcome Satan as we shall see as
Revelations progresses.
Honor---at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow. (Philippians
2)
Blessing---which overflows to the redeemed.
Glory---the glory of the Father shines through the Son.
 

"We with unveiled face, beholding the glory the Lord
are changed into that same glory in the Spirit of the Lord" (2

Cor. 3:18)
 
 
And now this song of praise becomes worship of BOTH Him
who sits on the throne and the Lamb. The 4 living creatures say
"Amen!" The elders fall down and worship, because now the
Lamb is going to break the seals and open the scroll.
 
Before the chaos, which will be described in the following
chapters, we are first shown glory, worship praise and joy in
Chapters 4 and 5.  The message:
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There will be trouble on earth. But God is in control,
and everything he is about to do is just and right.

 
Note: Chapter 6 enters 3 series of 7 judgments---7 seals, 7
trumpets, and 7 bowls.  
 
Each series has a pattern:  1,2,3,4 are - a kind of unit. 5 is
different.  6 becomes more intense. Then there is an interlude,
usually in 2 parts. 7 is the final end.
 
Example:
4 seals - false peace, war, famine, death
5th seal---souls under the altar
6th seal---God and the Lamb judge the earth
7th seal---silence  (in Chapter 7) then leading to the 7 trumpets
in chapter 8
 
Chapter 7---interlude  a. sealing of the 144,000 on earth
b. the great multitude of redeemed in heaven.
 
  7th seal  Chapter 8 verse 1…..leading to the 7 trumpets
 



43

 
 

REVELATION 6
 
REVELATION 6:1-8  
 
Everything that happens on earth is initiated in heaven
 
The Lamb opens the 1st seal, and everything starts.
 
The first living creature says "Come!" Out comes the white
horse and its rider….
The beginning of the age of the Anti-Christ who takes charge
openly; false Christs, false prophets under the control of the
Counterfeit Christ. (the difference between the white horse
rider with the bow and the white horse rider with the sword –
the Messiah). He conquers minds, nations, power structures,
the economy. A period of "world peace" under the white rider
at a price. No freedom.  If you don't fit in, you're in trouble.
Totalitarian states---a foretaste
 
The Lamb opens the 2nd seal….
 
The 2nd living creature says "Come!" The red horse….the rider
with a great sword.
War, strife, bloodshed.  While these things have been
happening in convulsing waves throughout history, things are
now in full force.  Nation against nation, tribe against tribe,
worldwide.  War and resulting chaos. Worldwide.
 
The Lamb opens the 3rd seal…
 
The 3rd living creature says, "Come!"  Black horse: famine. It
becomes universal.  Scarcity worldwide. Today a high
percentage of earth's population goes to bed hungry---a
foretaste. Meanwhile what about those hungry masses today?
 As followers of Jesus in a land of plenty, certainly we are called
as individuals to share our abundance through World Vision,
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Care, Red Cross Catholic Relief, Oxfam etc. (When the 3rd seal
is broken these food agencies will have empty warehouses.)
 
The Lamb opens the 4th seal…
 
4th living creature says, "Come!" Pale horse, its riders name is
Death, followed by Hades, the region of the dead. Power to kill
1/4th of the population---sword (military) famine, plague, wild
beasts.  Everywhere you look --- death. Wars, little and big…
plague, diseases, pandemics. Large-scale death no longer
seems improbable. …..  "Noah's day"
 
 
REVELATION 6:9-11  (transition between seals 4 and 5)
 
Souls under the altar, slain for the word….for their witness. Are
they unconscious?  Asleep?  No.  They cry with a loud voice "O
sovereign Lord, holy and true, (first they honor God for who he
is) how long before you avenge our blood on those that dwell
on the earth?"
 

They are given white robes---victory
 
Told to rest a little longer "until the number of their fellow
servants is complete (martyred for the faith). i.e. the End
doesn't come until that number is complete.
Read Matthew 24:9-14. These words were spoken by Jesus to
those first disciples.  But they have been preserved to us
because they apply all through history down to the last
disciples before the End. Followers of Jesus were never
promised a rose garden in this world, but rather "tribulation"
"hated by all nations for my name's sake" "false prophets," "love
grown cold." But the gospel will be preached throughout the
whole world in the midst of the trouble.
 
REVELATION 6:12-17  The End……  
 

"When the Lamb opened the 6th Seal….."
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A great earthquake---(as when Jesus dies, …when Jesus rises,
…so when he returns).
Sun darkened---(earthquake producing volcanoes, ash, etc.)
Moon blood.
Stars falling---meteors?
Sky gone.
Mountains and islands moved.
 
Great men---kings, generals, rich powerful and everyone else,
slave and free. Now they know what's happening---no debate
or uncertainty. People whose hearts are earthbound flee in
terror, calling to the rocks and mountains, "Fall on uss…….hide
us from the                 face of the one who sits on the throne
and from the wrath of the Lamb!"  They know! "The wrath of
God and the Lamb"
 
 
 
What is the wrath of God?
 
Not God "having a fit" God doesn't have fits.
 
Rather God coming with final justice.
 
Meeting out the destiny people have chosen---"Have it your
way."
 
At this point everyone has been offered forgiveness through
the Lamb's blood---somewhere, somehow (no problem for
God). Rejecting of that forgiveness was possible---we are free.
Now God's justice comes, his Day of Accounting. (compare
Matthew 24:29-31...all the tribes of the earth will mourn...) i.e.
History, as we know it, has an end. That end is determined, not
by man, but by God. Which includes judgment---the knowledge
of this is written in our genes. The whole purpose of God's
redemptive activity in this world (through Israel, through Jesus,
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through the Body of Christ) is to offer a way out of that
End….into…. into a New Beginning.
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REVELATION 7
 
After the breaking of the 6th Seal, and the REVELATION of the
terror which accompanies the Hour of Judgment, there is an
interlude, a word of strong encouragement and hope. In this
interlude John is given a vision, not of the 7 churches, but of
the entire Body of Christ---all the faithful in two "frames."
1st  Those who are about to pass through the Great Tribulation
here on earth..
2nd  Those who have already passed through the Great
Tribulation and are on the other side of death, before the
Throne of God and the Lamb in heaven. In this double vision
the "near future" and the "future" are merged.
REVELATION 7:1-8
 
  After the breaking of the 6th Seal,  and the REVELATION of the
terror which accompanies the Hour of Judgment, there is an
interlude, a word of strong encouragement and hope. In this
interlude John is given a vision, not of the 7 churches, but of
the entire Body of Christ--- aAll the faithful in two "frames."
In this double vision the "near future" and the "future" are
merged.In REVELATION, Chapter 7, John is given a vision---not
of the 7 churches (as in REVELATION 2 and 3) but of the entire
Body of Christ.  All the faithful.  
 
 
The vision is giving in two frames:
Frame 1: those Those who are about to pass through the Great
Tribulation here on earth.  
Frame 2: those Those who have already passed though the
Great Tribulation  (Tribulation (Verses 9-17)
and are on the other side of death, before the Throne of God
and the Lamb.
 



48

 
 "Four angels at the "four corners of the earth" (four
directions) holding back the winds."
 
Four Angels: Four directions  
The windsWinds:  meaning eElemental calamity, chaos,
trouble.  
 
But before they are allowed to blow, the servants of God must
be sealed. An angel rising from the east with the seal of the
living God. (The "seal of the living God" as opposed to the soon-
to-appear "mark of the Beast"---the seal of the antiAnti-
christChrist)
 
Foreheads---the mind held in focus toward the kingdom.
 
Sealed on their foreheads----invisible to the world, visible to
God and the demons.
 
To make it through the Great Tribulation we need our minds
sealed.
To make it through our present troubles and suffering (which
will come as we are faithful) we need our minds sealed by the
Holy Spirit. Read Romans 12:1-2
 
God's part:  to To give us his Spirit  
Our part:  daily Daily renewal in the Spirit.  
 
 
With a loud voice---
 

"Do not harm the earth or sea or trees
till we have sealed the servants of God on their foreheads."

 
No catastrophe until the sealing is accomplished (God is in
control).
The first 8 verses of REV 7 are describing all the servants of
God who are on earth when the Great Tribulation begins, both
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Jewish and Gentile followers of Jesus.
 
144,000 --- a symbol, a number of divine perfection.
The 12 Tribes---God's redeemed, both Jew and Gentile, whom
God watches over.
 
So how does Israel fit into all this?
 
Israel is not replaced by the Church (as some teach) Israel
continues on in what Paul calls the "One New Man." Read
Ephesians 2:11-22 (connect this with Rev. 7:1-8)
What about all the Jews who are not believers in Jeshua?
Consult: Romans 9,10,11
 
They are going to go through the Great Tribulation.

 
But they have been sealed by God.  

 
They will be preserved as they pass through it.
 
REVELATION 7:9-12
 
This is a vision of those who have come through the Great
Tribulation and are on the other side of death.  Many of them
have died for their faith.  
 

"A great multitude which no man could number"
 

…..compared to the total population of earth's history, it may be
small, but standing before the Throne, numberless.
 Jesus:  

"Many are called but few are chosen."
"Wide is the gate and easy the way that leads to

destruction…."
 
Yet, here is a huge multitude
 

"from every nation, tribe, people and tongue."
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1. 1. Standing before the throne and before the Lamb (in
heaven).
If we tried to stand before the throne in our present state we'd
burn to a crisp.
 
2. Clothed in white robes. Victory…..purity.
 
3. With palm branches in their hands. Symbolize triumph
and peace and praise.
 
4. Crying with a loud voice (wholehearted)…,
 

"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to
the lamb!"

 
---Notice they don't say, "Lord, you have no idea what we went
through down on earth!  We never thought we'd make it!  We
suffered!  O, how we suffered!" No!  All attention is given to
God.

 
"Salvation to God! Victory to God, who sits on the throne, and
to the Lamb!"

 
The more we are freed from our bondage to self by the Lamb's
blood, and the more the Spirit rules our heart and floods our
mind and body with worship…the more we focus on God and
his glory. Everything becomes worship, thanksgiving.
 
5. The worship of the redeemed is echoed by all heaven.
 
The angels---the outside circle
The elders---the inside circle
The four living creatures--- the inner circle
 
All fall on their faces before the throne!
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i.e. The focus is never on "Me" "How I feel"…"Me
worshiping"…"My spirituality."
 

"Amen!  Blessing, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power,
might…

be to our God forever and ever Amen!"
 
Throughout REV, God on the throne and the Lamb are always the
center.
 
REVELATION 7:13-17
 
"Who are these clothed in white robes? Where did they come

from?"
"Sir, you know." "These are they who have "…

 
1. Come through the Great Tribulation, - many of them
martyred, d….all suffered.
2. They have washed their robes- and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.
 
a. They have put their faith in the blood of the Lamb…his
atoning death.
b. They have abandoned their lives to the lamb's blood---
faithful unto death.
c. They have confessed their faith in the Lamb's blood---
witnessing without shame.
 
(compare Rev 12:11…"They have conquered him (1) by the
blood of the Lamb, (2) by the word of their testimony, (3) they
loved not their lives unto death." (compare Rev 12:11…")
 
 
Note that these believers are not going to be lifted out of the
coming turmoil.  They are going to be preserved as they pass
through it. (As opposed to the popular "Rapture teaching" in
which believers are lifted out before the turmoil begins and the
"left-behind" dudes begin to suffer.) After the sealing, the winds
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will blow. There will be turmoil and catastrophe (See Matthew
24) and the servants of God will be on earth and experience it--
-but they will be sealed and preserved.  
 
Therefore:
 
1. They are before the throne of God---
 
--- in In God's presence, no barrier. Living in the conscious
presence of God.
 
And serve him day and night in his temple---what temple?

 
Ultimately the temple will be gone, replaced by the constant
presence of God. In REVELATION 21:22 we are told that he IS
the temple.  i.e. they are living in his presence continuously.  
 
2. He who sits on the throne will shelter them with his
presence.
 
 (verse 15 is about living in the conscious presence of God.)

 
These scenes are given to us to encourage us to stay strong
when we go through our own tribulations which are little tastes
of the Great Tribulation still to come.
 
 
The scene of the great multitude "which no one can number" is
a picture of where it all comes out for the faithful ones.
 
But we are meant to live in a foretaste of all this now by the
power of the Holy Spirit. These early believers had to walk with
the Holy Spirit in the midst of trial.
 
We have to walk in the Spirit in the midst of our trials and
finally there will come the actual Great Tribulation. So let's look
at the last section of REVELATION seven…
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…and consider how we are to walk in the Spirit now.  
 
The great multitude of redeemed before the throne.
 
 
BEFORE THE THRONE : Living in the Spirit.
 
What does it mean to live in the Spirit?  (Galatians 5:25)
 
1. Practice the presence of God throughout the day.
2. Have an "unconscious awareness" of God even when busy.
3. Be sensitive to the "checks" of the Spirit, when he says,
"Maybe not."
4. Live with an attitude of trusting obedience, and act as he
commands.
5. Practice holy love, with no exceptions--- by the Sprit's power.
6. Serve people without making a production out of it.
7. Keep giving thanks to God.
 
Before the Throne-
 

"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more….
 

Feeling incomplete and uncertain is over. A constant inflowing
and out-flowing of God's life. We can live in the foretaste of this
now as we walk in the Spirit.
 
To the Woman at the Well…
"Whoever drinks the water that I shall give shall never thirst

again."
 
Before the Throne-
 

"The sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat."
 

They are protected…sustained…confident that "things are okay
—  God is here."
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"They'll kill you, but not a hair of your head will perish"
 

No matter what happens you are in God's hands. The way
appears hopeless, but in God - by faith you are safe.  (Luke
21:16-19)
 

"For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their
shepherd."

 
i.e. They will be guided by him with no interference from the
powers of darkness.
 
Present Foretaste:  
 
We can now be guided by our Shepherd through the Spirit. But
we often allow ourselves to be distracted by ego, vanity, fear,
self-deceit, unbelief, resentment, self independence, rigid
principles
 

"He will guide them to springs of living water."
 

Today----partial
Then----perfect.
 
They will be quickened with life continuously, as they drink

life from God.
 
Present Foretaste:  
 
The Living Word is here…and the life of the Spirit flows from
it…
…But it's up to us to drink.
 

"And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."
 
The world is a tragic place---much cause for weeping: violence,
injustice, deceit, danger, uncertainty, suffering, pain, death, etc.
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Once we have "come through," no more tears.  
 
"Blessed are those who weep, for they shall be comforted."

 
Kinds of weeping:
 
1. The weeping of a broken heart.
2. The weeping of a wounded ego.
3. Weeping over "Jerusalem"---Jeremiah, our Lord Jesus, Paul
over his churches
4. The weeping of intercession.
 
Comfort.
 
True comfort: The Spirit "Lo I am with you".
                 The true comfort of the Spirit---peace in God.
 
 "Lo I am with you".
 
False Comfort: "Everything's fine" when it isn't fine ---Noah's
day---Theis false comfort inspired by Satan ---ends in
disillusionment and despair.
 
True comfort: The Spirit "Lo I am with you".
                 The true comfort of the Spirit---peace in God.
 
Before the throne all weeping ends.  
 
God wipes away every tear from the ones who have come
through the Great Tribulation and washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
 

Lord, help us to commit to you and remain faithful!
 

We now move from a glorious vision of the redeemed before
the Throne back to the vision of the End of History as we know
it.
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Again we see the interplay between heaven and earth.
 
-That for all the trouble on earth what happens here is still
under the control of heaven. Always an atmosphere of
restraint.
 
Allowing God's final thoughts on evil to unfold gradually in
stages.
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REVELATION 8
 
REVELATION 8:1–5  The Lamb breaks open the 7th seal
  

"Silence in heaven for half an hour"
 
The 7th Seal represents… The End.
 
- Silence - before it happens. A Sabbath peace.
- Like the silence of the grave of our Lord on That Sabbath.
                                Before he breaks forth as the firstborn of
the new creation.
 
"Half an hour" An incomplete length of time i.e. - more to come.
 
Seven angels before God are given seven Trumpets.
Tradition has them to be the seven archangels of Jewish
tradition (Book of Enoch)
 
Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Raguel, Remiel, Saraqael ---
"el" God
 
 When these angels, one-at-a-time, blow their trumpets. Things
happen on earth.
 

"Another angel came and stood at the alter with a golden
censer."

 
"Given much incense to mingle with the prayers of all the

saints"
…(disciples of Jesus)

 
Saints = Disciples of Jesus
Prayers = of believers are aA vital part of God's redemptive
activity on earth (Mt. 18:18-20)
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- Are we praying with a spirit of repentance and faith based on
the cross?
- Praying with a person for a specific need.
- Praying for our enemies.
Bless them!  Bless Them!
 

--- Only where there is unity.
 
1. Our private intercessions:
 
- for For people we know---who are put in our bundle
- for For nations.
- for For people we don't know--- who are put on our hearts.
 
2. Corporate prayer:
 
--- Only where there is unity (2-3 in agreement).
- in In unity with the Lord, and unity each other - the Body.
- Synthetic pPrayer meetings as a waste of time- Synthetic
program or. real and genuine, Spirit led?

Bless them!  Bless Them!
 

Prayers- We have no way of "measuring their effectiveness" –
 
There is a difference between a child begging her mother with
an honest heart and a child manipulating daddy because she
knows how to get results-
 
Prayers-  Real prayer is the most effective ministry we have.
 
- at the root of our Lord's ministry.
- at the root of the apostle's ministry.
 
Prayers-  Are the most direct way to bring God's life into
another person's heart
 
We ask God to -

open eyes, open ears, restore, heal, encourage.
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In Revelation its understood if you are a follower of Jesus you
are a person of prayer.
 

"Then the angel took the censer and filled it
with fire from the altar

and threw it on the earth"
 

thunder, noise, lightning, earthquake.
 

The prayers of the souls under the altar - the 5th seal - are
being answered….
 
"How long Lord?"

 
Now the seven angels with the seven trumpets are ready.
 
The first four trumpets - physical disruption
Last three - demonic disruption
 
REVELATION 8:6 -13
 
Why all this destruction? The purpose…
- as with Moses' plagues in Egypt - call people to wake up and
think and repent.
 
1st angel blows his trumpet.
 
 

"
Hail and fire mixed with blood falls on the earth".

 
                                1/3 of the earth is burnt up.
                                1/3 of the trees.  1/3 and all green grass.
The survivors wonder:
                                What's going on?  is this gGlobal warming or
what?
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Restraint - not total and only 1/3.
 
2nd angel blows his trumpet.
 
"Something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was
thrown into the sea"Something like a great mountain

burning with fire is thrown into the sea.
  

A meteor?
 
1/3 of the sea,  – blood.
                                1/3/ of the sea creatures in the sea die.
                                1/3 of the ships destroyed.
A meteor?
 
 
Again - not total destruction, restraint 1/3
 
3rd angel blows trumpet.

"A great star fell from heaven blazing like a torch
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the fountains of

water. "
 

                                Stars = angels in Hebrew lore.
                                Star's name (angel's name) Wormwood - a
bitter plant with a bitter root
 
                                Falls on rivers… Fountains of water i.e. fresh
water
1/3 of the waters become wormwood (bitter) many died for
their bitterness.
 
The earth polluted,
                The oceans polluted,
                The fresh waters polluted
 
4th angel blows his trumpet
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- Now the heavens are affected.
 
"And a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon,
and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light was

darkened;
a third of the day was kept from shining, and likewise a third

of the night."
                                1/3 of the Sun was struck,

                                1/3 of the moon,
                                1/3 of the stars---their light darkened,
                                1/3 of the day,

                                1/3 of the night,
 
                                                i.e. aA shutdown of our normal sky,
normal atmosphere polluted.
 
Then customary a break after 1 - 4 before fifth angel blows
trumpet.
An eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew in mid heaven
i.e. between heaven and earth.
 
"Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth at the next

three blasts!"
 
God is not being vindictive.
God is bringing an end to man's vindictiveness…,
 
… and calling the human race to repentance, one last
unmistakable Time.
 
The breaking of the 7th Seal marks the beginning of the end, of
the End.  
This sets in motion the second series of sevens: The Seven
Trumpets.
 
The first four trumpets called down physical judgments to the
earth:
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PollutingDamaging : the earth, the oceans, the fresh water, and
the heavens-- .
These trumpet blasts brought disruption to the physical realm.
 
In Chapter 9 the last three trumpet blasts bring disruption in
the spiritual realm.
 
They are demonic realities.
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REVELATION 9
 
REVELATION 9:1-6
 
The 5th angel blows his trumpet:
 

"And I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth,
and he was given the key of the shaft of the bottomless pit;"a

star (angel) falls from heaven to earth.
 
This star/angel is given the key to the "shaft of the bottomless
pit"  
 
 
The bottomless pit:  a spiritual realm where evil is contained--
-a "holding area" for fallen angels, demons, Satan, the Beast,
and the False Prophet.  (who soon appear)
 
In the smoke which hides the sun and pollutes the air, strange
locusts appear.                 i.e. demonic powers are let loose,
causing pain and suffering…
  
"Don't harm the grass, trees, anything green (food for real

locusts)
---only those who do not have the seal of God on their

foreheads."
 
They do not kill…they only torment.  (Demonic oppression,
causing great suffering)
  

"In those days men will seek death and not find it."
 

As in Egypt of old, the plagues come, but Pharaoh hardens his
heart…
...so here too people … harden their hearts…still do not repent.
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REVELATION 9:7-12
 
These people allowed themselves to be ruled spiritually by the
dark powers.  So now the dark powers come out of the abyss
and act out their true nature:
they hurt, - they attack.
 
The king of the demonic army: Hebrew: Abaddon, Greek:
Apollyon—Destroyer.
 
Symbolic description of these demonic beings:
crowns of gold -(power)…
human faces- familiar, like us?,
women's hair-  (beauty)….
lion's teeth-  (destructive, evil ).
 
The king of the demonic army: Hebrew: Abaddon, Greek:
Apollyon—Destroyer.
 
The whole world is now under demonic attack and oppression.
 
Only the sealed servants of God keep walking through the
confusion with their minds and bodies intact.  
 
Present application:

 
In a world where there is increasing destruction, hatred,
mistrust, self-deceit, the servants of God keep their sanity and
peace only by remaining focused---sealed by the Holy Spirit.
 
REVELATION 9:13-21
 
The 6th angel blows his trumpet.  
 
A "voice" from the four horns of the golden altar before God
(the altar of incense containing the prayers of the saints)
commands:
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"Release the four angels bound at the great river Euphrates!"
 
Four angels of destruction which had been held back until the
appropriate time---
God is in control.  "4"… the earth number. Euphrates—the
eastern border of the prophetic Israel.               
 

"To kill 1/3rd of mankind"
 
  (1/3  1/3 still a limit. God showing restraint).
 
This is a vision. What John sees are symbolic of spiritual
powers of destruction:
 
Horses---with heads like lions   
                Riders---with armor of fire and sapphire
 
From the horses’ mouths: fire, smoke, Sulphur---symbols of the
Lake of Fire.  
 
1/3  1/3rd of the human race killed by fire, smoke, Sulphur.
 
Horses tails, serpents that torment. Keep in mind that wWe are
not shown what happens to the 1/3 of the human race as it
arrives on the other side of death. We leave that to God. The
purpose behind all this destruction from the powers of
 darkness (permitted by God) is to call the human race to
repentance-- to give people every chance.
 
 
  
What do they do?  T  They keep doing their thing…
  
  
 
Worshiping idols of their choice…they do not repent of their
murders, sorceries, immorality, thefts. Notice how closely these

rd

rd
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images resemble a modern video game or film …murder…
magic…immorality…thefts. (Something to think about.)
 
We are not looking at an "angry God."  We are looking at
evil being allowed to have its last fling….in a world of
human beings created in the image of God---who have
rejected God's help with their eyes open.               
 
As there was an interlude between the breaking of the 6th and
7th seal, so now we have an interlude between the sounding of
the 6th and 7th trumpet.
 
This interlude is divided into two parts:
1. The little scroll
2. The scroll's prophecy---the temple, the two witnesses, the
Beast (Antichrist)
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REVELATION 10
 
REVELATION 10:1-7
 
A mighty angel appears, straight out of heaven---his glory.
 
---rainbow over his head
---face shining as the sun
---legs like pillars of fire
---right foot on the sea (doesn't sink)..….left foot on the land
 
All this indicates that brings an important message --- from
heaven that we need to heed.
 

1. "He has a little scroll open in his hand."
1. The "littleness" of the scroll indicates a vision of a brief span
of time.
 

"2. He calls out with a loud voice, like a lion roaringand
called out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring,

when he called out, the seven thunders sounded."
"When he called out, the seven thunders sounded."

 
 

---speaking words which John is about to record in writing. But
a voice from heaven forbids recording the words of the seven

thunders---
 
"Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write

it down"
 
2. their Their message was meant for John and no one else.
 
"And the angel whom I saw standing on sea and land lifted

up his right hand
to heaven and swore by him who lives for ever and ever,
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who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is
in it,

and the sea and what is in it,  that there should be no more
delay. "

 
3. 3. The angel standing on the sea and land…

---lifted up his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and
created all things…

a.  that there should be noNo more delay.
b. that wWith the trumpet call of the 7th angel the mystery of
God will be fulfilled---i.e.  the End arrives with the blast of the
7th trumpet.
 
It's as if this vision given to John in REVELATION takes up
where Daniel 12 leaves off …. (Read:  Dan.iel 12:1-13)
 
But what about the little scroll that the angel in John's vision is
holding? It's a prophecy about a brief period at the End,
d….that John will now have to receive, digest, proclaim. This
prophecy about the brief time of the Antichrist's rule (the
scroll) is now offered to John. But he must reach out and take
it.  (It is not forced on him.)
 
REVELATION 10:8-11
 
The voice from heaven: "Go, take the scroll." John, to the angel:
"Give me the scroll"
The angel with the scroll:

"Take it and eat it.  It will be bitter in your stomach,
but sweet as honey in your mouth."

 
---This word from God, sweet to eat, but bitter to have to digest
and deliver.
 

"You must again prophesy about many
peoples and nations and tongues and kings."
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Which John will do in the coming chapters in which the
Antichrist appears as incarnate evil.
 
 
The Antichrist
 
Where is he now? Read I John 2:18….2:11….4:1-3.
 
Until the appointed hour the Antichrist is a spirit of darkness at
work wherever the Spirit of Christ is active.  At this hour, mainly
attacking the spiritual foundations of believers.  "Who is the liar
but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  This is the Antichrist---
he who denies the Father and the Son." This prophesy of the little
scroll begins with Chapter 11 and opens with the appearance
of the Beast who ascends from the Bottomless Pit; a symbol for
the Anti-Christ. I John describes the Anti-Christ as a Spirit,
among believers from the beginning of the Church. A Spirit
which denies that Jesus is the Christ. Plants seeds of doubt and
division.  The "little scroll" is going to describe (in the following
chapters) the Antichrist who will become incarnate at the
appointed hour. Read II Thessalonians 2:1-4.
 
There have been many forerunners of the Antichrist over the
centuries---political tyrants, religious tyrants.  But there is
coming a time when a man will appear who will conquer minds
with the power of his own perverse mind.
 
 
 
He won't be ugly - he will be beautiful.  
He will claim and receive worship.
 
                He will exalt himself with the claim he alone is God.
 
"So that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming

himself to be God."
 
 The Temple of God?
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The religious structure where God was thought to dwell.
A merger of ecclesiastical political power.
A large, powerful counterfeit church organization.
 
We see signs of this in present day church structures. Where
beneath lip service to the Lord Jesus another agenda is being
pursued blatantly. Heed Jesus’ advice…
 

"Take heed that no one leads you astray."
 

Wherever Jesus' gospel, his death on the cross, his
resurrection, his call to discipleship, his promises and warnings
---
 
---are distorted,
--- there the spirit of the Antichrist is preparing for his own
incarnation.
 
 
"Beware of false prophets…you will know them by their
fruits." "By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not of God.  This is
the spirit of the Antichrist, of which you have heard that it
was coming, and now it is in the world already."  (I John 4:2-
3)
 
Rather than speculate about where, when, or how the
Antichrist will appear as the "Man of Lawlessness" (II
Thessalonians 2)… “Man or Sin” our task is to make sure that
our connection with the living Christ is clear, by measuring our
individual and corporate life . by I John 1:5-10. Read I John 1:5-
10 ….
 
Are we walking in the light---before God?  Before each other?
Are we living lives of continuous cleansing?
Are we quick to confess the sins our Lord convicts us of?
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Are we quick to make things where we have wronged
someone?
Walking in the light in the world out there?
 

"Let your light so shine before men…."
 
Chapter 11 is a kind of summery summary of the Little Scroll
which John had to take and eat.
Now he begins to prophesy…
 
First: A brief overview of the final days of history as we know
it.
Second: The blowing of the trumpet. Showing again that
heaven is in control as awesome things unfold on earth.
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REVELATION 11
 
REVELATION 11:1-14
 

"Measure the Temple"
 
By the time Revelations was written, the actual Temple in
Jerusalem had already been destroyed. The Temple here is the
symbol of the Body of Christ on earth.
 
Two parts…
 
1. The inner part: The altar; those who worshiped there---true
disciples.
2. The outer part: The part ruled and dominated by the spirit
of the world...  
 demonic powers --- finally the Anti-Christ.
 
The church--- The Body of Christ on earth is already divided
into these two parts.
--- but only God can see which is which. ( for(for us, mixed
together.)
But the final period of 3 1/2 years – The division will be clearly
marked by God.
 

"Measure the Temple"
 

i.e. The inner part:;
- The measured part is now sealed with God's protection.
- The outer part will be trampled over by the world for 3 1/2
years.
 
Jesus' ministry was 3 1/2 years. The final outreach will be 3
1/2 years. (1260 days)
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The Two Witnesses dressed in sackcloth calling people to
repent.
Who are these two witnesses ?with a final word of working and
hope before the Anti-Christ appears?
"The two olive trees." (Zechariah 2:4)
"The two lampstands."
 
 with a final word of working and hope before the Anti-Christ
appears.
 
At Jesus' transfiguration 2 men appear---Moses, Elijah.

 
Whether these Two Witnesses are the actual Moses and Elijah
sent back to earth or whether they are two prophets of God
who bear their characteristics only God knows.

 
1. "If anyone would harm them fire pours from their mouths"
               
1. Firei.e.- A word of such power that no one can withstand it.
It tortures the ears of the the  arrogant. A word of judgment
fire, and their foes wither like the fig tree Jesus cursed.
 

"2. They have power to shut the sky".
 

                                2. - Drought-  i.e. Elijah's authority---
drought- gGetting everybody's attention. i.e. Elijah's authority
 
"they have power over the waters to turn them into blood,

and to smite the earth with every plague"
 
                3.  They have the power to turn water into
bloodBlood &Plague.  
                                - i.e. Moses' authority.
  
The result:                 Their message shakes the earth.
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                These two witnesses,
 
                                cannot be ignored,
                                cannot be stopped by human power.
 

Their message shakes the earth.
"When they have finished their testimony the Beast that

ascends from the bottomless pit, will make war upon them,
conquer them, kill them."

 
Is incarnate evil. A man – beautiful to see.
 
The Bottomless Pit – the holding area for evil.
The Beast – is tThe Anti-Christ who now makes his
appearance, incarnate evil  ---makes war, conquers, kills. Comes
up out of the Pit with God's permission.Is incarnate evil. A man
– beautiful to see.
 
 
"Their dead bodies will lie in the streets of the Great City…

where our Lord was crucified."
 

This scene takes place in Jerusalem, but is watched by the
world. In Judaism it's a disgrace to let any dead body lie around
unburied – and in Jerusalem yet! 3 1/2 days dead in the street
a prelude to the 3 1/2 year reign of the Anti-Christ – mimicking
the 3 1/2 year ministry of Christ. The world is relieved – "Now
we don't have to fear their message! They have been defeated."
They make merry, celebrate, exchange presents, no longer
tormented by the message of the witnesses.
 
After 3 1/2 days, "The breath of life from God" entered them---
 
- Ezekiel 37 "raised by the hand of God"
- Jesus' resurrection.
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"They stood on their feet, and great fear fell on all who saw
them".

“Then they heard a Loud voice from heaven, "Come up here"
 
- Up in a cloud, the cloud of God's holiness, cloud of Glory.
The tabernacle.  The transfiguration.  The ascension.
- A great earthquake.
- A tenth of the city fell.  - 7000 killed.
- The rest of the people terrified… and gave glory to the God of
heaven.
The picture:
 
- The clash between the glory of God, and the powers of evil
has intensified.
- God is in control.
 
"The second woe has passed; the third woe is soon to come."

 
1st woe –  demonic locusts from the pit.
2nd woe – demonic cavalry.
 
Then a break:
                                - the scroll.  - the Two witnesses.

 
REVELATION 11:15-19  
 
And now the Seventh 7  angel blows  Trumpett:rumpet
 
The end of the End begins with the blowing of the trumpet.
And it begins with a decree from heaven.
 

"The Kingdom of the world has become
 the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Messiah."

 
Not by human effort.
Not by spiritual evolution.
Not athe Kingdom'sg gradual appearance (as things keep
getting better and better)..

th
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But by God's decree and action.
 
The 24 elders fall on their faces in worship.
 
Their song of praise reveals how the Kingdom arrives on earth
in its fullness:
 
"We give thee thanks Lord God almighty who is and who was.

That thou has taken thy power and begun to reign."
 "The nations raged"  (Psalm 2)

 
1.1. The nations raged, but thy wrath came,
 and the time for the dead to be judged,

 
 But thy wrath came.
2. And the time for the dead to be judged.
3. For rewarding thy servants, the prophets and saints,
 and those who fear thy name, both small and great,
 
3. For the rewording of thy servants, prophets. saints and
those who fear thy name
4. 4. For destroying the destroyers of the earth.
               
This is a preview of what is about to unfold in the following
                chapters.
 
 
- The last gasp of evil and its judgement and defeat.
- The final deliverance and blessing of the faithful redeemed.
 

"Then God's temple in heaven was opened"
 

God's Temple in heaven was opened.
 
                - In the final new Jerusalem there will be no temple.
-  God himself is the temple.
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                - But at this stage the vision of a temple in heaven
connects with all                 that is happening with redemptive
history on earth.
 

"The Arc of his covenant was seen within his temple"
 

                God is Faithful: This ark is a signa covenant. that God
is faithful -  heGod makes a covenant, he keeps it.
 

When Jesus makes a covenant " (This is my body, this the
blood of the new covenant ")

 
– He keeps it.

 
The Breaking breaking of bread when believers gather links us
directly with Calvary, with heaven. When received in faith it
empowers us to be broken bread and poured out wine for the
lives we touch.
 
"and there were flashes of lightning, voices, peals of thunder,

an earthquake, and heavy hail".
 
This opening of the Temple in heaven causes a shaking on
earth, lightening, voices, thunder, earthquakes, and heavy hail.
 
The constant message of Revelations:;
 
Everything that goes on here on earth registers in heaven.
Everything that happens on earth happens by heavens'
permission
(or at Heavens heavens initiative)
--- for reasons only God understands.
               
In the end every wrong on earth… will be judged and righted by
Heaven.
In the end every act of faithfulness on earth… will be rewarded
by Heaven.
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REVELATION 12
 
REVELATION 12:1-6  
 
 
 
First Portent in heaven – a sign. The Woman
 
 Glory:
A woman clothed  with the sun – the moon under her feet.
A Crown of 12 stars.
Suffering:
Crying out in her pangs of birth.
 
The woman:;               
- Holy,
- Glorious,
- Part of God's redemptive program (as opposed to the Great
Harlot)
 
Who is she? – in pain of childbirth, crying out.
                Is she Israel? Through years of anguish and pain
giving birth to the                                 Messiah? After the
appearance of the Messiah the woman continues as the
fellowship of disciples – both Jewish and Gentile.
 
Second Portent – a sign. A Great Red Dragon.
  
 
 
7 heads – cCleverness- 7 heads
.  10 horns – pPower- 10 horns
. 7 diadems, crowns – aAuthority of evil-.  7 diadems
(crowns)
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"His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast
them to earth"

 
 ------- Stars of heaven:; (aAngels who switched sides)
 Now they are on earth to work against the purposes of God
 
"The dragon stood before the woman who was about to bear

a child
that he might devour her child when she brought it forth."

 
-- She bears a male child:.
"One who is to rule the nations with a rod of iron" (Psalm 2)
- Who is to rule as the Messiah
- The cross and resurrection beat the Dragon at his game.
- The child was caught up to God – And his throne (authority).
 
("All authority has been given me in heaven and on earth.")

 
The woman fled into the wilderness where she has a place

prepared by God.
 

--- Nourished 3 1/2 years (days of the rein of the Anti-Christ.)
 i.e. The faithful ones, both Jewish and Gentile – disciples of
Jesus are kept safe in some way – sustained and nourished
during the time of the Anti-Christ's reign of terror.
 
The message to us:
 
Everything that's happening on earth now is under the
supervision of a Holy God.
 
- The child, Jesus, is now sharing the rule of the universe & all
that happens on earth.
- We are preserved as servants of God if we are yielding in our
lives in faith.
- The 3 1/2 years haven't begun yet, but the woman is being
preserved by God.
The woman = the inner part of the Temple
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                The Woman is not the "Professing or Institutional
Church" not the "”Institutional Church”, but the committed
ones…
--- Known to God,
--- held Held by God,
--- unified Unified by God.  

 
The Woman---   (see John 17:22)
 
"The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them

that
they may be one, even as we are one. I in them, thou in me

that they may
become perfectly one So that the world may know that thou

hast sent me." Jn 17:22
 
REVELATION 12:7-12
 
What we're looking at here is symbolic language describing
reality---
That exists in a world beyond our experience or
comprehension.
 
War in heaven---
 
How could there be war in heaven? I thought everything is
peaceful in heaven.
 
The Dragon is a symbol of Satan – an angelic being created by
God who rebelled. Down through the eons Satan the Dragon,
has not only been the prince of this world, he also had access
to heaven. His function in heaven has been to accuse. (Job 1:6-
12)
 
For reasons beyond our grasp Satan, the accuser, has not only
filled the earth with lies, he has also been permitted to point out
our flaws before God and to lie.
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To us Satan speaks two basic lies:
               
1. "You're the only one left with any integrity. Why isn't God
doing more for you?
2. "You're a hopeless mess. You'll never make it. Why don't you
give up the struggle and be the slob that you really are?"
                               
To God he speaks one lie:
 
"You're wasting your time. These humans are as selfish as I am.
" (Zechariah 3:1-5)
 
Why God has allowed Satan to still have access to heaven is
beyond our grasp. But as is foreshadowed in this passage of
Zechariah; The cross of Jesus the Lamb makes it possible now
for humans to remove their filthy garments and be clothed in
glory.
 
So now comes the turning point where Satan will no longer
have access to heaven---
 
War – Michael (the archangel in charge of Israel) and his
angels fight with the
 Dragon and his angels. Satan the deceiver of the whole world
is thrown down.
 

"Who accuses the brethren day and night before God."
 

At this point he no longer has access to God's presence in
heaven – nor do his angels.
 
In this vision Michael has conquered Satan in heaven.
And now the followers of Jesus conquer him Satan on earth.
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This is how we conquer the powers of darkness that surround
our daily lives and that seek to neutralize our faith.
 
They conquerred him:;
 
1. By the blood of the Lamb--- faith in Jesus victory on the
cross.
2. By the word of their testimony to Jesus. Unashamed to
confess with mouth & life
3. By willingness to die for their Lord.
 
To die ….:
 
 
- a life of oblivion
 
- a sudden death. - a life of oblivion.  - a ministry to the
ungrateful.
- a ministry to the ungrateful.
- a sudden death

 
 
This is how we conquer the powers of darkness that
surround our daily lives and seek to neutralize our faith.

 
1. The blood of the Lamb – our faith in Jesus and his cross.
2. The word of our testimony to Jesus –unashamed to live &speak
our witness to him.
3. Our willingness to pay the price of obedience including death.
 

Rejoice Oh heaven!
- Satan no longer has access.
 

Woe to you on earth and sea!
 
- The devil has come down in great wrath.
- Because he knows his time is short.
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Has this already happened?  (Satan thrown out of heaven?)
 
                Not until the 7th Trumpet actually is blown.
but every time we conquer evil it's a foreshadowing. (See Luke
10:18)
 

"I saw Satan as lightening fall from heaven."
 

 
REVELATION 12:13-17
 
From this point on the dragon is confined to the earth.
 
No more access to heaven but he can still express his anger
against God by going after the woman who gave birth to the
Messiah. Remember the woman is the Fellowship of the
Redeemed both Jewish and Gentile. She is given wings of the
Great                 Eagle to fly into the wilderness and be sustained
for 3 1/2 years during the reign of the Anti-                Christ.
 
This is a picture of something which is still in the future. It's
pointing to the Time time when the Anti-Christ makes his
appearance as the Man of Sin.
 
The Woman – i.e. The fellowship of the Redeemed will be
pursued during this time.
 
 
She will be in the "wilderness"…;
 
- out of the loop,
- out of the mainstream,
- exiled in some sense, but sill in this world.
 
The Dragon is determined to destroy the woman. Pours water
like a river from his mouth. The River is “false truth”
overwhelming "Truth",  is false truth, to make the woman
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irrelevant i.e. sweep her away in the                 flood. The earth
opens and swallows the river.
This big hindrance gone. i.e. the lies of the Dragon, deceiving, if
possible, even believers. The woman is protected by God.---
Satan cannot destroy this fellowship of witnesses to Jesus.  
 
Since he can't destroy the fellowship itself itself. He now goes
after individuals…
 --- The rest of her offspring… who;
 
- Who keep the commandments of God
 
- Who bear witness to Jesus

Keep the commandments of God.- Bear witness to Jesus.
 
He "makes war".  He attacks the individual’s …mind, body, heart
of faith by the only means he has:
 
The Lie.
- "You're wonderful"  
- “You're hopeless"
 
Offended by all this "war stuff" in Revelation? There is a false
peace mentality which is quite popular even in churches ---  -
Battle Hymn of the Republic - Onward Christian Soldiers. A no,
no. Eliminate them!

 
And all the while war rages---
 
                - In the Spirit realm.  
- Between tribes, nations, sexes, races, religious groups.
 

Inner peace, yes.  Peaceful circumstances,
no.
 

Jesus is the Prince of Peace and yet he says…;
 

"Do not think I have come to bring peace…."
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"I have not come to bring peace but division…"
 
Inner peace, yes.  
Peaceful circumstances, no.
Yet he says tohe blesses us…
 

; "Peace be with you"
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REVELATION 13
 
REVELATION 13:1-5
 

"The Beast rises out of the sea"
 

To get this out of the way, some interpreters say it’s the
Roman Empire.
 
7 Heads – Caesar Worship---Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, Nero,
Vespasian, Titus, Domitian Plus 3 who followed the death of
Nero: Galba. Otho, Vitellus. The 10 – The head mortally
wounded and recovered. Which then could be a "historical tie-
in" with the Roman Empire of that day.
 
The Beast – the Anti-Christ is not Nero, not Antiochus
Epiphanes of Daniel, not Hitler, not JFK, George W. Bush, or
Obama or Trump..
 
The Beast rising out of the sea--- the chaos of human history,
is the Man of Sin, the Man of Lawlessness of  II Thessalonians.
 
He is the counterfeit Christ who will appear at the end of
history.
 
10 Horns --- 7 Heads
 
Horns – power contained in a person.  Heads – a person of
authority.
 
10 Diadems – crowns on its horns.
 
It would mean that throughout history there were 10 evil
systems like the Empire of Rome. 7 evil men forerunners of
the final Man of Sin who had authority, but the final one is the
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one with the wounded head. A blasphemous name upon its
heads --- i.e. the name of the dragon who claims to be the
boss.
 
The Beast
 
- Like a leopard.
Swift and silent as it stalks its prey.
 
- Feet like a bear.
                Solid – not easily thrown off balance.
 
- Mouth like a lion's.  Deadly in its' power.
 
                                When it roars, you will listen. Deadly in its'
power.
 
To theThe Dragon gives the Beast…. is given: (the Dragon
gone.)
 
- His power.
- His throne.
– His and great Aauthority.
 
 
Just as the Father has given to the Son Jesus his power,
throne, authority.
 
 

"One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound,
but its' mortal wound is healed"

 
 Mortal wound; : death.  
Mortal wound healed: Resurrection (like Jesus the Messiah)
 
The final head – wounded and healed is the Anti-Christ
incarnate as man.
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The Man of Sin.  The Man of Lawlessness.
Who appears as an awesome person.
 
- Glorious.
- Worthy of worship.
 

"The whole earth followed the Beast with wonder"
 

i.e. This man is obviously more than a man.
 
He is supernatural.
He inspires awe.
He's going to bring peace and prosperity to the earth at last.
 
And the whole earth, which never got it right as far as
worshipping the Living God, now begins to worship in
amazing unity.                
 
- They worship the Dragon.
- They worship the Beast (who has received the Dragon's
authority).
 
Do you think this is far-fetched? Look at the old film clips of
the masses paying homage to---
                                - Hitler  - The Ayatollah Khamenei
 
Look at the masses going crazy over a rock stars, sports
teams, even televangelists. . People pay $1000 for a ticket to
see a game. Observe the craziness that goes on at some
political rallies. People turn off their minds and yield their
emotions to a semi-divine celebrity. All (elements of modern-
day idol worship.)
 
The testimony of the world:
 
                Who is the Beast? And who can fight against it?
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                i.e. This man will not only inspire awe, he will inspire
terror in all hearts except those who have the Seal of God on
their foreheads.
 
The Anti-Christ will not need secret police to keep order ---
 ---People will be convinced that they have no choice but to go
along with his program.
 
REVELATION 13:5-10

 
"And the Beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and

blasphemous words."
               
The Messiah Christ:;
is the living Word.
 
                The Anti-Christ:;
A false word, a word of death.
 
Jesus words bring life. The Anti-Christ's words bring death.
 
Powerful words – overwhelming those not sealed by God.
 
The Beast was allowed 42 months – (3 1/2 years---parallel to
Jesus' 3 1/2 year ministry)
 
Who allowed him? --- God, for reasons of his own i.e. God is
still in charge.
 
The Beast – The Anti-Christ rules through the power of an
evil word. i.e. the Lie.
 
His message now as a spirit – The Lie.
His message then as a man – The Lie.
 
 a. It opened its mouth to utter blasphemes against God.
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- His name,
- His dwelling in heaven.
- All who dwell in heaven.
He's in a rage because he was kicked out of heaven.
 
b. It (the Beast) was allowed to make war with the saints and
conquer them (death).  
 
c. Authority was given the Beast (by the Dragon – the Prince of
this world) over
every tribe, people, tongue, nation.
 
d. All who dwell on the earth will worship it except those
whose names are written
in the Lamb's Book of Life. (Sealed)
 
Hence at this stage there will be no "in between" no
"neutrality" no pleading ignorance. You are either with the
Lamb all the way (even unto death) or you are with the Beast
(the Anti-Christ) if you are to survive.
 
If you are with the Lamb you may be taken captive so stay
true.
If you are with the Beast and slay with the sword – you will be
slain.
 

"Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the Saints."
 

Believers who live during these 3 1/2 years will suffer but will
be sustained.
 
REVELATION 13:11-18
 
The Beast out of the earth---
                - The unholy spirit.  
- The False Prophet. (final member of the Unholy Trinity).
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Just as the Holy Spirit always bears witness to Jesus (never to
himself),
the Unholy Spirit bears witness to the Anti-Christ.
 

"Makes the earth and its' inhabitants worship the first
Beast,  ---

whose mortal wound was healed.
 
The Unholy Spirit – the Beast out of the earth – performs
signs---
 
1. Fire from heaven (a counterfeit Pentecost)
2. Signs that deceive i.e. "Listen to the Beast – he is divine."
3. Inspires people to make an image of the Anti-Christ (the
man whose mortal  
 wound was healed) The image is "given breath"
 
a. Appears to be alive.  
b. Speaks.
 
4. Causes those who refuse to worship the Beast to be slain.
5. Causes all – both small and great - to be marked---
- On the right hand.
- On the forehead.
 
If you refuse the mark, which you will if you have already been
sealed by God – (Chapter 7) you are cut out of the economy.
 
The Mark of the Beast:
 
666 (Nero? Hitler? etc.) It may have originally been a cipher
for Nero – but only because Nero was a logical forerunner of
what the Anti-Christ would be like.
But it means more – something future.
                Leave 666 alone – when we need to know God will
make it clear.
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REVELATION 14
 
REVELATION 14:1-5
 
Immediately before this passage – at the end of Chapter 13 –
We saw the masses of people on earth receiving the Mark of
the Beast – hand and forehead. Whoever refuses is cut out of
the economy – can't buy or sell. In other words they sell their
soul to the system - controlled now by an evil man – Antichrist,
the Beast.
 
Now we see in contrast, the faithful redeemed who have the
seal of the Lamb and the Father on their heads – the 144000 –
symbol #3 completeness.
 
Notice carefully where they are, who is with them.
 

"Then I looked and lo, on Mt. Zion stood the Lamb"
 
- This is the first time we see the Lamb back on earth.
Is he visible to the whole world or at this point only to the
faithful?
 

"And with him 144,000 who have his name
and his father's name written on their foreheads."

 
- God's purpose is now unfolding, the redeemed are gathered
in Jerusalem (Mt. Zion) with the Lord Jesus the Lamb. The
distance between this body of redeemed disciples and heaven
is wiped out. They are on earth – in Jerusalem, but heaven is
there too.
 
- A voice from heaven:
- Like many waters.
- Like thunder.
- Like harpers.
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They (144,000 the redeemed) sing a new song.
 
 
- Before the Throne. - Before the 4 Living Creatures.  - Before
the Elders.
 
A new song couldn't be sung until they had finished their
course. Nobody could learn it except the 144000. You can't sing
this unless you walk the walk. They are singing a song of
praise…with the distance between heaven and earth wiped
away. When we pray, "Our Father Who art in heaven,
hallowed by thy name”, where is the Father, where is heaven?
"They Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven."
 
Where is heaven?
 
Heaven is a place but it’s not simply distance that separates us
– a spaceship could never reach it. Heaven is a totally different
realm – another "dimension" of your life.
 
Heaven can see us – but we cannot see it in our present state.
Heaven is in control – but we have no way of figuring this out
with our minds.
Heaven is much more than "a place where good people go
when they die"
 
"Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you and
otter utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad for great is your reward in heaven…"

 
…. "See that you do not despise one of these little ones; for I

tell you
their angels always behold the face of my father, who is in

heaven."
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The 144000- – The redeemed are men and women whohave
lived their lives in total reliance on the Holy Spirit.
 And now heaven has come to surround them with its fullness.

 
 
                - Who is The Holy Spirit is their link with heaven.
                - Who The Holy Spirit is their link with the Lamb.
                                And now heaven has come to surround them
with its fullness.
 
"No one could learn that song except the 144000 who had
been redeemed from the earth."
 
- No longer earth bound.
- Not controlled by the Beast.
- Radically committed to the Lamb.
 
"They have not defiled themselves with women for they are

'virgins'
 " – symbolicSymbolic.
                - Women are not evil. (consider the woman clothed
with the sun, or the Bride of Christ; the Church.) A concept right
out of the Old Testament.
 
                - No fornication with idolatry.  
- No compromise with evil.
                It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.
 
- True disciples.
- Faithful witnesses.
- Unafraid to follow him even to a cross.
 
Contrast this with the typical "church membership" Does the
typical church member follow the Lamb wherever he goes?
 
"Redeemed from mankind as the first fruits of God and the

Lamb"
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First fruit – that That which is offered to God in thanksgiving.
Will there be a further harvest? --- Yes.
 
"And in their mouth no lie was found for they are spotless."

 
The stress in Revelation and actually the whole gospel of Jesus:
 
Integrity.
No lie.
 
Jesus says; …
 
"I tell you, on the Day of Judgement men (people) will render
account for every word they utter; for by your words you will
be justified and by your words you will be condemned."
 Matthew 12:26-,27
 
Whereas in the professing church there is:
 
- Secrecy. -Things covered.- Hidden agenda. -"Tweaked truth".-
Manipulation.
- Compromise to achieve power…gain wealth. - We're the
insiders.- We're special.
- We're privileged to know what the dummies out there don't
need to know.
 
When we see these things we are looking atsee the opposite of
the 144000: The Great Harlot . Soon to turn up in our study.
"In their mouth no lie was found, for they are spotless."
 
REVELATION 14:6-13
 
The first two angels;
 
Angel #1:  
                - Proclaiming The the eternal gospel to the whole
world.d which is
 



96

:"Fear God, give him glory for the hour of his judgment has
come;"

                                - Last chance.
 
Angel #2: - Announcing a prophecy being fulfilled.
 

"Fallen is Babylon the Great"
 
The collapse of Babylon – the world system which culminated
led to in the rule of the Anti-Christ – announced as a prophecy
being fulfilled.
 
Angel #3: Announcing the consequences for those who cling to
the Beast.
 

"If any one worships the beast and its image,
and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,

He also shall drink the wine of God's wrath"
 
A message which present day readers of Revelation find quite
primitive – offensive; those early readers weren't so squeamish
– they lived in a violent world – true justice is never painless.
 
What is this message?
               
It is a call to repentance. Announcing the consequences for
those who cling to the Beast.  for those - who worship the
Beast and its ‘' image’, - who receive the mark of the Beast (or
who refuse to renounce it.)

 
 
                                                "He shall drink the wine of God's
wrath"
 

"Poured unmixed from the cup of his anger"
--- i.e. God says as a final judgement; "Have it your way."  "
Poured unmixed from the cup of his anger; not a fit of anger,
but holy justice.
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Judgement: What's left when we reject God's mercy.
 

God offers forgiveness to all.
 
Where When we reject it with our eyes open there is nothing
left but justice. And God's justice is not like justice often found
in our courts; "Get a good lawyer who can sway a jury."
 
There is no jury, just God who sees all, makes no mistakes.
 
Who sees:
 
- my selfishness,
 - my deceit,
- my using other people.
 
If we refuse to let the Lamb atone for our guilt, we pay for it
ourselves.
 
Our lives are not measured by comparison with each other, but
by the light we receive (By the time of the 3rd angel everyone
will have received light)
 

"He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the Holy Angels and the Lamb"

 
To be in the unshielded presence of God in an un-redeemed
state will be torture and pain. Is there a way out of the fire and
brimstone? If there is, God hasn't told us.
 
Best not to push your luck. All we know is…
 
We are moving either toward becoming heirs of glory.
Or, we are on our way to becoming beings of unspeakable
spiritual darkness.               
 

"Here is a call for endurance of the Saints
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those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus"

 
--- not just St. Francis, St. Carolyn, St. Clair etc.  
 
 Saints= :  Those who keep commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.
 
 Endurance:
                - In times of trial,  - In times of monotonous plodding
through the desert.
               
We need---
- To stay alert
- To remain disciplined
- To keep our connection with heaven alive…;
 
 
                1. By abiding in the Vine.  
2. By serving our neighbor.
 

Write this: (voice from heaven)
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord henceforth."

"Blessed indeed, says the Spirit,
That they may rest from their labors,

for their deeds follow them"
 

 
 i.e. They are still alive in another realm. And yes, we are saved
by grace not by works. We don't earn salvation, it’s a gift
….Notice-. for their deeds follow them"
 
But, once you have salvation; We must now work, We serve, We
labor in the vineyard, We pray (work). We reach out to people
in our circle of acquaintances. As long as we are in these bodies
we labor.
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Ephesians 2:8-10:  Saved by grace; Created in Christ for good
works. That we should work in them. - If we aren't producing
good works where is the grace?
                                               
"That they may rest from their labors" (As long as we are in
these bodies we labor).
                                                                "For their deeds follow
them"
Good works: Not the deeds that make us "newsworthy" ----
mostly deeds that God alone sees. If we are living under grace
we are not living unto ourselves but unto God  
– producing good works unconsciously.
 
REVELATION 14:14-20
 
John is given a vision of two harvests:
 
                - The harvest of the redeemed.  
- The harvest of judgement.
 
This theme runs all through the gospel.
 
All are invited into God's Kingdom. All offered total forgiveness
total redemption.
 
But redemption is forced on no one:
 
- We have to say yes to it.
- We have to open the door and receive it
 
                 - We have to welcome it.
There is a time limit. At a certain hour the time is up and the
final harvest begins.
(Matthew 13:47-50) We’re either good fish, or bad fish.
Depending on what we did with God's offer of mercy. The one
who decides when this separation takes place is the Father.
When he tells the son (through an angel in their vision) that it
is time-
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"It is time."  ; "Put in your sickle and reap."

 
This is the rHarvesteaping of the redeemed- foreshadowed
in Daniel 7:13-14
If you want to talk about rapture --- the harvest is the rapture.
i.e. redemption.
(background - people dying in Thessalonica – I Thessalonians
4:13-18.)
 
                - The dead raised and caught up.
- The living changed and caught up.
 
Now the kingdom begins in fullness for the redeemed.
 
Harvest of judgment- After this another angel with a sharp
sickle. – addressed by an angel who has power over fire of
judgement. They're harvested.

Now he is told to harvest the harvest of judgement.
 
"Put in your sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the
earth for its grapes are ripe." So the angel swung his sickle
on the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth, and
threw it into the great wine press of the wrath of God. and
the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed
from the wine press, as high as a horse's bridle,"
 
They're harvested.

 
The harvest is "thrown into" the wine press of the wrath of God
"Outside the city"--- for criminals?
"Blood flowed deep as a horses bridle"---200 miles
….symbolic….

(symbolic; "Wide is the gate, broad is the way of destruction.")
 
Again to remember; Judgement is not "God having a fit of
anger." But – God saying "At last, time is up; have it your way"
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We are either moving steadily toward becoming beings of glory,
the nature of God.
 
Or, we are moving into beings who have taken on themselves
the nature of Satan.
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REVELATION 15
 
REVELATION 15:1-4
 
The final acts of judgment on the earth:
 
The seven angels with the seven plagues, casting these and the
judgment is over.
This final judgment on earth does not begin until the redeemed
are removed from the scene on earth. (The harvest of the
redeemed Rev 14:14)
 
The redeemed have experienced… the wrath of the devil, and
the wrath of the Beast.
 
But they are spared the wrath of God.
1. Jesus bore their guilt on the cross.
2. They received his new life and remained faithful.
 
So now we see them in heaven standing beside the Sea of Glass
mingled with fire:
 
Sea of Glass – peace.  
Mingled with fire – cleansing.
 
They are there because they conquered the Beast and its'
image – its' number.

 
Important: They didn't live inside a plastic Christian bubble.
 
They conquered by remaining faithful to:
 
                *- The blood of the Lamb.
* - The word of their testimony.
* - Were faithful unto death.
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They sing the song of Moses and of the Lamb.
 
Song of Moses: When they came through the Red Sea -  by
God's power.
 
Song of the Lamb: When he rose from the dead by the Spirit's
power as the first born of the New Creation --- bringing many
sons and daughters to glory.
 
Every phrase of their song is lifted right out of the Old
Testament Psalms. And of course the Psalms are really the
songbook of the Messiah – the Lamb.
 
 
Notice that the song that they sing – not a word is about
themselves, what they suffered, what they achieved or how
they won the victory. It's all about God's glory.                
               
The day will come – if we keep following the Lamb---
 
When we will be among them, free of our occupation with
ourselves, no longer thirsty for:
 
- recognition, - vindication, - honor. etc.
 

Now all lost in praise of God.
 
REVELATION 15:5-8
 
In the vision, the Temple in heaven is not like the Jerusalem
Temple (stationary on the Mount and which was destroyed by
the time Revelation was written.) But like the Tabernacle in the
wilderness passing from Egypt to the Promised Land - like
passing from this world to glory. In the most holy place in the
Tabernacle was the Ark of the Covenant – a box containing the
2 stone tablets: The Torah - God's Law.
 
Jesus said;
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"Not a jot or a tittle shall pass from the Law until all is

fulfilled"
 
Now the final fulfillment is here; Jesus.
 
7 angels with the 7 plagues:  The 7 final acts of judgment on the
earth.
 
"robed in pure bright linen, and their breasts girded with

golden girdles."Robed in pure bright linen in golden girdles;
i.e.

 
 

Holy, Pure, Worthy to fulfill this final duty.
 
"And one of the four living creatures gave the seven angels

seven golden bowls
 full of the wrath of God who lives for ever and ever"

 
One of the 4 Living Creatures before the throne gave the 7
angels 7 bowls full of the wrath of God. i.e. Containing the
judgment that must now prepare the way for the Age of Glory.
 
"The Temple was filled with smoke from the Glory of God and

from his power"
 
- When the ancient tabernacle was dedicated; - Cloud.
- Jerusalem Temple dedicated; - Cloud.
- Jesus transfigured; - Cloud.
- Jesus ascended; - Cloud.
- Jesus returns; - Cloud.
                               
 Cloud = Glory.  
Glory – God's Glory.
 
One of the most rewarding chapters in the Bible is John 17:
Jesus final prayer with disciples.  A prayer worth reading!



105

  
"The glory which thou hast given me,

I have given to them that they may be one even as we are
one."

 
Glory = God's light, God's beauty, God's holiness, God's love,
God's power.
 
No one can enter the Temple (because of the Glory) until the 7
plagues are ended.
i.e. No intercession now possible (to stop judgment) "Time is
up" The judgment cannot be stopped. It will work itself out. The
New Age of Christ's reign will begin when the Judgment is
complete.
 
 
                Bottom line:  
Every wrong ever done on this earth will be dealt with and paid
for in
 full:
with absolute justice – no errors.
 
- Either by the Lamb of God at Calvary  
- Or by us.
---Our choice.
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REVELATION 16
 

 
 
 
REVELATION 16:1-9
 
Note the difference between these judgments of the Bowls and
the judgments of the 7 Trumpets: In 7 Trumpets there was
restraint on God's part---
 
1/3 of the trees withered.  1/3 of the sea turned to blood. 1/3
of the waters bitter. etc.
 
But now wWith these Bowls--- The judgment is not restrained
(not 1/3) But Total.
 
First Angel --- Those who have the mark of the Beast and
worship its Image;
 
Sores: Skin ulcers, skin carries mark of the Beast.
Skin carries the mark of Judgment.
 
Second Angel --- Poured out his bowl on the sea.
               
The sea became like the blood of a dead man. Every living thing
died. Reminds us of Moses turning the Nile into blood. The sea
no longer sustains life. We are getting hints of that now with
our own pollution.
 
Third Angel --- Poured out his bowls into rivers and fresh
waters-
 --and they become blood.
For those who object to such things saying;
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"God has no right to do this"… "That’s not fair”. The angel of the
water announces:
 
“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you
brought these judgments. For they have shed the blood
of saints and prophets, and you have given them blood to
drink. It is what they deserve!”.               
 
Response from the altar in heaven (remember the souls under
the altar when the 5th Seal was broken? "How long Lord?")
 
Now they say; “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are
your judgments!”
 
When the final judgment comes nobody will be able to protest,
"God isn't fair."
 
When you refuse God's mercy you face God's judgment, God's
justice. Whatever form these judgments take i.e. - of which the
bowls are a symbol of – describing things beyond human
comprehension.
 

"Thy will be perfect, holy, and just."
 

 Fourth Angel --- Poured his bowl on the sun.
- No more cloud cover. - Intense heat.
 
A reminder to these human servants of the Anti-Christ. That
their very existence is dependent not on the Anti-Christ but on
God's mercy.
God's mercy has suffered long and remained kind. But now
comes justice.
 
Their response: Repentance? Cries of mercy?  NO!
 
By this timetime, these humans have by their own hardness,
become so distorted and grotesque, so full of the nature of
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Satan, so like Satan, all they can bring themselves to do is curse
God.

 
A reminder again: Daily- We can either grow in holiness and
 glory, becoming more like Jesus.
 
Or daily we will grow in hardness and become more like Satan.
 
REVELATION 16:10-16
 
With the last 3 bowls (5-7) the judgment of God falls on the
powers of darkness.
 
Fifth Angel---  The 5th angel poured his bowl on the throne of
the Beast (this throne is the Anti-Christ's seat of power.
(remember---Anti-Christ; a spirit now become incarnate in a
man. A counterfeit Christ.)
 
His seat of power: Is this some city we know? Is he ruling from
some hidden place?
 
Wherever it is---his kingdom falls under the shadow of
Judgement – darkness. Again, the followers of the Anti-Christ
are so hardened that repentance is far from their minds which
are twisted, and bitter. They gnaw their tongues in anguish and
curse God. And they bear the image, the nature, the outlook of
their master, Satan.
 
Remember--- Every human in the end will either shine with
God's glory or will look and act like Satan.
 
Sixth Angel---  poured his bowl on the great river Euphrates.
 Its water dries up to prepare the way for the Kings from the
East.
 
(John who is writing down his account of this vision is probably
not clear in own mind what all this means. We want everything
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"exact and scientific". But lots of everyday things in life are not
"exact and scientific")
 
"Kings of the East"
 
The powers of this world preparing for their final push against
God's purpose.
Notice here the Trinity of Evil is mentioned. (compare;vs. Holy
Trinity: Father, Son, Holy Spirit)
Unholy Trinity:  
The Dragon – Satan.  
The Beast – the Anti-Christ.
The False Prophet – the Unholy Spirit.
 
It is all symbolic, yet describing reality.
 

"From their mouths – 3 foul spirits like frogs"
 
– demonic spirits.
               
Their purpose is to dazzle and inspire the powers of this world
to come together –
                               
- For the final push,  
- The final showdown.
 

"The battle on the great day of God the Almighty."
"Lo I am coming like a thief. blessed is he who is awake."

 
Always down through history times of judgement take people
by surprise.
 
- The flood
- The fall of Jerusalem.
 
So this final showdown will be like the coming of a thief. (which
will coincide with the visible return of Christ)
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"They assembled them at a place called Armageddon"
 

They: (the evil spirits)   
Them: (the Kings of earth)
 
                Hor – mountain.  Mageddon – the plain of Meggida,
(one of the most famous battle grounds of the world.)  Part of
the highway between Egypt and Syria – Damascus.
 
- Where Barak and Debora over-threw Sisera.
- Where Jehu over-threw Ahaziah.
- Where Pharaoh Neco killed Josiah.
 
Will it be a physical battle of some kind at that place? Or is this
a symbol of a world-wide scene of chaos? – We leave it to God.
When the time comes we will know.
 
The Point: God not only rules nature and the stars –  - He also
rules over issues of right and wrong. There will be justice –
perfect justice; preceded by upheaval.
 
REVELATION 16:17-21
 
The final act of judgement and the conclusion of the 3 Sevens:
 

- 7 Angels.
- 7 Trumpets.
- 7 Bowls.

 
Seventh Angel ---  "The 7th Angel poured his bowl into the
air”
 
" A great voice from Heaven's Temple declares; "It is done!"
 
----  Lightning, Thunder, Earthquake. The earthquake affects the
whole earth. It affects the center of God's redemptive activity
on earth.
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- Jerusalem, "The Great City"
- Affects the cities of the waters.
- Affects Babylon; the world system.
 
"The Great City is 'split' into 3 parts. "Back in Zachariah, the
mountain of Olives is split in two parts. (Zechariah 14:1-5)
Again a disruption of events seen only in part
 
– all pointing to God "Having the last word"
 
It is a world-wide event which will be accompanied by the
visible return of Christ.  "His feet shall stand on the Mount of
Olives"

 
In the final act of judgement-
 
                No one will be in doubt as to what is happening.
Everyone will know that – this is the judgement coming from
the Living God.
 
Deep within every human who has ever lived on this planet or
is yet to live,
 
Is the knowledge that we are accountable – we will answer.
 

"Every island fled away, no mountains to be found,
huge hailstone dropped on men from heaven"

 
Man's reaction? They cursed God -  no repentance.
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REVELATION 17
 
REVELATION 17:1-6a
 
So who is the Great Harlot?  --- A double vision. Two visions in
one.
 
1. "Seated upon many waters"
2. "Sitting on a scarlet beast, with seven heads and 10 horns."
She has a name written on her forehead:
 

"Babylon the Great mother of harlots and of earth's
abominations."

 
She is the symbolic Babylon as opposed to the symbolic
Jerusalem.
 
All through scriptures---
Babylon stands for the world system.
Jerusalem stands for the city of God – God's Kingdom.
Two Babylon’s in one:
 
She is Babylon A ---standing for the world system represented
by Rome at that time
 

---" The 7 hills on which the woman is seated"
 

Verse 9. She has dominion over the Kings of the earth.
 
She is also Babylon B – the The Harlot as opposed to the Bride
of Christ. Part of the counterfeit trinity.
 
The counterfeit trinity
The Dragon - Satan
Creating: The Harlot
The Beast- Anti-Christ
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Creating: Babylon
The False Prophet- Unholy Spirit
Creating: The False Church
 
The True Trinity
Father
Creating: The Bride
Son
Creating: The New Jerusalem
Holy Spirit
Creating: The True Church
 
At the time Revelation was written the most obvious
representation of Babylon –
– the world system was the city of Rome.
 
Rome = earthly power, - wealth, fashion, religion --- all
wrapped up in one.
But Babylon in John’s vision stands for more than the city of
Rome – more than the power of the Roman Empire.
 
In the visions of Revelation we see God and his work and his
Kingdom represented exactly as elsewhere in the New
Testament---
 
The Father on the throne,
The Son, Jesus the Lamb sharing the throne.
The Holy Spirit - the seven spirits sent throughout the whole
world.
 
And finally The Bride who will appears in chapter 19 and
following representing the true church, now offering salvation.

 
Also, throughout Revelation it is revealed more clearly than
anywhere in Scripture we see the counterfeit trinity is
revealed.:
 
The Dragon – Satan.  
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The Beast – The Anti-Christ.
The False Prophet – The unholy spirit.
 
The counterfeit Jerusalem – the counterfeit church… The
Harlot.
 
The Harlot Babylon – the mother of all harlots and the opposite
of the Bride.
 
- Is seated on many waters:  Meaning peoples, multitudes,
nations, tongues
- She is seated on the Beast: she is riding on the power of the
Anti-Christ.
 
The Great Harlot is the evil counterpart of the Bride (She’s the
counterfeit church) which will emerge clearly during the time
of the Anti-Christ appears.
 
She also is arrayed in purple and scarlet.   - Earthly glory  -
Earthly wealth.
 
She carries a golden cup full of abominations and the
impurities of her fornication.
 
Her fornication:  - She has intercourse with the powers of this
world:  
 
- The king
- People of power
- The Anti-Christ.
 
She commits fornication with the powers of the world through
moral compromise (fornication).
Exercises power over them.  
Exercises power through them.
 
She manipulates the powers of the world. She deludes them
with her wine.
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"And with the wine of whose fornication the dwellers on earth

have become drunk"
 

"…drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus. "And the Great Harlot has persecuted the

true followers of Jesus. And is now drunk with their blood, the
blood of the martyrs.

 
Notice how all the through history the religious establishment
persecuted and killed the true prophets.
 
Why is John being shown all this?  
Why are we being shown all this?
 
Because the signs and symptoms of this counterfeit church -
                                - can be found already at work in every
church on earth.

 
When the driving motivation in our churches is something
other than Jesus Christ and him crucified
 
– We have the seeds of idolatry – forerunners of the Great
Harlot.
 
Characteristics of the Harlot:  
 
 
 
                 - Domination by a single strong personality.
                  - A clergy class that runs the show often idolized by
the so-called laity.
 
 - The "Temple Syndrome" (another form of idolatry).
 
The temple Temple syndrome Syndrome = Wwhere
the Temple (our church, our fellowship, our ministry or
kingdom) replaces the Lord himself. - Anything that distracts
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from knowing and serving Jesus crucified and risen. Ref. I
Corinthians 2:1-5

 
When we come close to the day when the events of Revelation
begin to unfold. We are called to overcome the powers of
darkness by letting the Spirit be in charge…..2 Two churches in
Revelation 2 and &3 actually were doing this.
 
Many will die. Many will fall away (compromise) “Jesus plus
Moses and Elijah." "Jesus plus churchianity"
 
Just as Jesus had Judas among the Twelve.
Just as Jesus lost most of his other disciples at the end of John
6.…
 
So the wheat and the tares grew together until there will be a
separation at a critical hour --- division. Those whose lives are
nailed to the cross with Jesus- Who are obedient to the Spirit,
who are unashamed to confess Jesus with their lives will be
drawn by God into visible unity on the cross. (Matt 24:9-14).

Many will die. Many will fall away (compromise) “Jesus plus Moses
and Elijah." "Jesus plus churchianity"
 
Many will be drawn by the unholy spirit into visible unity.
 Babylon the great:
 
earthly glory,
earthly power,
earthly religion – void of the reality of the crucified life. (John
16:1-4a)
 
Remember, kKeep in mind Rev. 17:1-6a …in order to
understand Rev. 17:6b-14
               
REVELATION 17:6b-14
 
Now the attention shifts from the Harlot to the Beast that she is
riding. This is the same Beast we saw in chapter 13 and is the
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symbol of the Anti-Christ.
 
"It was and is not and is to ascend from the Bottomless Pit
and go to perdition."
 
i.e. the Anti-Christ. (who will appear as a man and will have had
a resurrection of some kind.)
 
7 Kings. 5 have fallen. 1 is yet to come.  
An 8th who was one of the 7 – (resurrected Anti-Christ.)
 
Our temptation is to get out the history books and pin down, -
Wwho the 5 kings were. Who was the 1st king. Who is the one
to come. And then nail down the 10 Kings  who rule with and
under the Beast and giving give their power and authority to
the Beast.

 
It is better to leave it all open and let God show us the specifics
when we need to know.
 
This vision simply describes the Anti-Christ consolidating
earthly power. for the showdown.
 
All this time the Harlot is riding the Beast – influencing and
being influenced by the Anti-Christ and his system.
 
The passage ends with a vision, a description of the final was
war against the Lamb who will then conquer the Beast.
 

"And those with the Lamb are called chosen and faithful"
 
                i.e. The faithful ones who were harvested by the Son
of Man sitting in the cloud in chapter 14:14. Who were taken
off the earth to be with him along with those who have long
since died and waiting to be raised. They will return and will be
with the Lamb as he conquers the powers of darkness.
 
REVELATION 17:15-18
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Now the angel explains how Babylon comes to an end.
 
The Harlot who is seated on the Beast (riding him for her own
purpose),but is also seated on many waters (peoples,
multitudes , nations and tongues) controlling them.
 
-  has gone too far. She is hated now by the powers – Kings,
politicians, generals, businessmen and by the Anti-Christ, So
they make her desolate and naked.  
 
i.e. They expose Babylon for what she is – False.
 
She is the Evil City.
She is the Counterfeit Church.
 
And now God puts her under judgment. By setting the Kings
(rulers of any kind) and the Anti-Christ against her. And they
destroy her (she collapses).
 
Babylon now collapses– the World System and the False church
– which by this time have merged into one. (like the Taliban
making Afghanistan                 an Islamic State.)
 
Babylon is gone.
The evil Trinity remains – but its days are numbered.
                               
The Dragon, The Beast, The False Prophet
--- can no longer control the world without Babylon.
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REVELATION 18
 
REVELATION 18:1-3
 
A vision of the future
An angel with great authority:

 
                 - The earth made bright with his splendor.
                 - Announces...:
 
"Fallen is Babylon the Great. It has become the dwelling place

of demons…"
Babylon A:
 
Represents the ruling city of the world system.
 
- At the time Revelation was written, Babylon was Rome.
- At the time this vision is fulfilled we will know all that we need
to know.
 

"It has become the haunt of every foul spirit."
 
i.e. Whenever a nation achieves power over other nations
demons are at work. The world system and its ruling city,
Babylon, has fallen under judgement.
 
- All nations have drunk the wine of empire passion.
- The Kings --- people of power have committed fornication
with her.
- The merchants –( business tycoons) have grown rich at the
expense of these  
 countriesnations.
 

Greed drives people to compromise with evil.
 
Babylon B:
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The Harlot. The counterfeit church which is the spiritual
shadow of the world system.
 

"The haunt of every foul spirit."
               
Again: - All nations have drunk the wine of empire passion.
(lust for power and control). A mark of the counterfeit church.
 
- The kings of the earth  haveearth have committed fornication
with her. They share power as the Harlot rides the Beast.
 
- The merchants of the earth have grown rich with the wealth
of her wantonness.
i.e. The Harlot has her fingers in the economy.
 
All this is future. But the early symptoms are certainly visible.
i.e. Christians making dubious compromises with evil  toevil to
achieve ‘righteous’ political goals.”
 
Signs of the Harlot when churches unite to push a political
agenda.
Signs of the Harlot when churches they "play footsie" with
corrupt politicians to advance their own agenda.
 
REVELATION 18:4-8
 

"Come out of her my people!"
 

This cry from heaven has its roots in the prophetic word to the
Jews in the original Babylon in the 5th century BC. Read
Jeremiah 50:8-10. The Jews had been taken captive to Babylon
as a judgement for their sins. But Jeremiah looks ahead in the
Spirit to the day when Babylon will be under judgement when
the Jews will be free to leave. Get out, flee. And it happened
when Babylon was destroyed. Isaiah 48:20-22 --- Isaiah has the
same message from God,
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"Come out, Flee!" "The Lord has redeemed his servant Jacob."
 
And they did come out of Babylon by the thousands. And
where did they go?
 
To Jerusalem --- to the city of the Messiah.

 
And the prophesy of Jeremiah was fulfilled; Babylon was
destroyed.
 
So now comes the ultimate fulfillment:
 
 
 

 
"Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins.

Lest you share in her plagues."
 
Come out of Babylon A: The World System
 
1. We are to be in the world but not of it.
To be on guard that we don't get caught up in the delusion that
drives the world.
 
- Money.
- Loose sexual practice.
- Idolatry of the latest moviefilm, series, team, celebrity,
politician, televangelist
- The power struggle between the "Left" and "Right", between
this and that group
               
Make sure that the vision that drives you is the Kingdom of
God. You belong to Jerusalem not Babylon. Make sure that you
abide in the vine
 
--- a living connection with Jesus day by day.
 
Come out of Babylon B: The Harlot --- The False Church
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2. Withdraw from everything in our churches that has the mark
of the Harlot.
(Often we hear preachers saying, "Come out of her my People."
Meaning; Leave your church and join my church. Your church is
Babylon, my church is Jerusalem.)
 
When God is ready to bring the Body of Christ on earth into
visible union --- he will do it. Then coming out of the Harlot into
the True Bride of Christ will be a clear-cut thing. But today to
come out of Babylon, the Harlot, means to be wise as serpents
and innocent as doves – in the church where we are.
 
We don't leave unless we get clear direction from God as to the
next step. As when churches go off the track with money
fixation, sexual laxity.
 
Jesus saw all kinds of sin and corruption in the synagogues and
the Temple, but he kept going and yet never compromised.

 
Jesus worshipped in the synagogues. Jesus kept the Passover
and the other feasts but never compromised with the
"Babylon" he saw there. When it was appropriate, he spoke up.
 

“Pay her back as she herself has paid back others,
and repay her double for her deeds…”

 
This is not a command to us,
… it is an announcement of judgement as can be seen from the
line:
 

"Mighty is the Lord God who judges her."
 

Our job is to "Come out of Babylon" with our hearts.
 
God's job is to judge her when the time is right.
 
Hence we leave the judgement of Babylon to God.



123

 
REVELATION 18:9-20
 
Revelation is a vision of "Shadow times", judgement---when evil
and good are finally separated leading up to this minor season
of judgement in our times. And judgement at our death by the
light we had,
 
" It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgement…" Heb. 9:27
 

Revelation is final judgement and restoration.
 
Now we complete our look at the judgement of Babylon and
move on. We move quickly through the remainder of Chapter
18 now since it's simply a celebration of the fall of Babylon.
 
- Babylon as the world system which has ripened in its
corruption and deceit.
- Babylon the counterfeit church which is the spiritual shadow
of the world system.
 
Remember in Jesus temptation, Satan offered him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, . but now it's being
taken from Satan. It collapses under the judgement of God. We
are looking here at the end of this world's kind of power.
 

Economic power.  Political power.  Celebrity power.
 
Which has always put riches and wealth in the hands of a few
at the expense of the masses.  Babylon was marketing not only
gold and silver but slaves and human souls.
 
What we call globalization is going to accelerate this process of
the rich getting rich and the poor being left behind. And all the
shouts, warnings, protests, and actions against the so called
One World Order or Deep State will not change it.
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This will go on until Babylon falls under the judgement of God.
 
Hence we see the merchants weeping: The CEOs, the bankers,
the shipping tycoons  
--- weeping and throwing dust on their heads as Babylon falls.
 
 
REVELATION 18:19-24
 
- The merchants weep.
- Heaven rejoices --- believers, apostles, prophets rejoice.
 
This is how our world system will end, and it will end.
 
Basic Points:
1. Babylon – the world system, religious and economic will end
suddenly, violently.
 
2. The "business community as it is called, will no longer
control the world. Whether OPEC, or the financial markets or
Amazon --- gone.
 
3.Babylon – world system, political, economic, religious. will be
exposed as the powers that persecuted and killed the true
believers, the true prophets of God. And now it falls under the
just judgement from God.
 
God's judgement on Babylon is finished. (he still has to deal with
the Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet). But their control of
the earth is basically done for.
 
 
God is never in a hurry, but the wheels of justice get the job
done.
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REVELATION 19
 
REVELATION 19:1-8
 
Now we hear the praises of heaven. This section is sometimes
called the “Hallelujah Chorus”. Heaven’s response to the
destruction of Babylon.
 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our

God,
for his judgments are true and just…”

 
Echoes of the vision of heaven in chapters 4 & 5 which took place
before final judgement began.
 
Now we hear the praises of heaven.
 
When God's judgement on Babylon is finished. (he still has to dea
with the Dragon, the Beast and the False Prophet. But their control
of the earth is basically done for)
 
Hallelujah: Notice 4 "Hallelujahs", "Praise God" in Hebrew…
from two words .“hillel” "to praise or trill” and “yah” the
shortened form of Yahweh, name of God. There is a simple
form of that same word, spelled halal, that suggests an
alternate meaning—to boast.
 
Notice Four "Hallelujahs", The the only time the word appears
in the entire New Testament.
 
From the Great Multitude in heaven--- the 1st two Hallelujahs
celebrate the fall of Babylon, the Harlot.
 
                1. "Praise God because he has judged the Harlot."
2. "Praise GodHallelujah, because the smoke of her goes up
forever and ever."
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She will never rise again..

 
From the 24 elders and the 4 Living Creatures (of Rev. 4), and a
great multitude.
 
The next two Hallelujahs celebrate the rise of the Bride.
 
The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne,
saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” And from the throne came a voice
saying, “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear
him, small and great.” Then I heard what seemed to be the
voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters
and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,
“Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us
rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it
was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and
pure” for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
 
 
 
REVELATION 19:9-10
 

"The angel said to me: 'Write this- blessed are those
who are invited to the marriage feast of the Lamb.'"

 
Jesus said:
 
"I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine until I drink it
new with you in my Father's Kingdom"
 
Now he drinks it new. It is a banquet to which all true followers
of Jesus are invited. When we receive the Sacrament, take
bread and wine.
 
We are linked by the Bread and the Wine (Sacrament)::
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1  with the cross at Calvary.
2  with the marriage supper of the Lamb  --- it's our foretaste.
3  we are joined to the Lord Jesus and to each other.
 
                By eating and drinking we are committed to be his
witnesses.
 
1  To living sacramental lives as broken bread and poured out
wine.
2  To speak prophetic words.
 

"I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said;
You must not do that. I am a fellow servant with you

and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship
God.'"

 
                i.e. Don't worship anything or anyone but the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Kneel only before them – never
before a man, not even an angel.
 
The angel said;  
  

"I also hold the testimony of Jesus". ---
 

I bear witness to Jesus too. That's my purpose. i.e. Our witness
to Jesus in the world only carries authority and power when it
is inspired by the Spirit.
 
 

"The testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy."
i.e. Our witness to Jesus in the world only carries authority and
power when it is inspired by the Spirit.
 
Jesus spoke prophetic words (God drenched words) when he
was here in flesh and blood because he was submissive to the
Father.
 

st

nd

rd

st

nd
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We speak prophetic words (God drenched words) in his name
whenever we are in submission to him.
 
It is possible to have all our doctrines right and still have little
power                 to bring people into the Kingdom. Because
large areas of our lives are guided by insights and convictions
that do not come from the Spirit at all.
 
Our testimony has power only when we lay our lives at His feet
every day and keep making the changes He calls for.
 
REVELATION 19:11-16
 
Lord's prayer –  "Thy kingdom come"
 
– A double kingdom, double hope; after death, after
resurrection.
 
Back in Chapter 6, when the Lamb broke the 1st seal it meant
the beginning of the hour of judgement and we saw a rider on
a white horse---A crown on his head.  A bow in his hands. And
he went out conquering and to conquer.
 
This was the false Christ, the Anti-Christ.  All kinds of evil and
chaos followed.
 
Now at the close of the hour of judgement after Babylon, the
Harlot has been judged. And the Bride has come to the Lamb's
Marriage Supper. We have a vision of the True Christ coming to
judge and make war, glory follows  -
 

"Thy kingdom come."
 

"He is called Faithful and True."
 
Because that's exactly what he is --- He judges evil. He makes
war with evil.
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God's will cannot be done on earth as it is in heaven until evil is
conquered.
 
His eyes Like a flame of fire:  Holy Penetrating.
 
On his head many diadems – crowns: Representing
Authority---
 
 
 
 - Over the physical realm.  
- Over nations.  
- Over the Spiritual realm.
 
"He has a name inscribed which no one knows but himself"

 
i.e. Don't think that you can figure him out. He is beyond human
comprehension.
 

"He is clad in a robe dipped in blood."
 
Whose blood? The blood of his enemies? No!

 
                Jesus blood which alone has the power to atone,
wash, drain the guilt.
 
The blood of Jesus                 Ssetting us free from:  
- sin  
- self-centeredness  
- our predisposition to evil.
 

"The name by which he is called is 'The Word of God'"
 
He is God speaking.
He is God revealing himself through a spoken word.
 
"The Armies of heaven arrayed in fine linen follow him on

white horses."
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                - Angels?  Redeemed believers?  Both?
 

"From his mouth – sharp two-edged sword."
 
                - To smite the nations.  
- To rule them with a rod of iron (Psalm 2)
 

"He will tread the wine press of God's judgement."
 
"On his robe and on his thigh a name; 'King of Kings and Lord

of Lords'"
 

Total authority over this earth. Poised now for the final
showdown with evil.
 
REVELATION 19:17-21
 
The announcement of the marriage supper of the Lamb – the
Great Supper of God.
 
The birds eating the flesh of those who have chosen darkness.
 

"And all the birds were gorged with their flesh."
                No roadside bombs. No nuclear explosions. No high-tech
laser deaths.
 
The Beast and the False Prophet captured. Thrown alive into
the Lake of Fire
– i.e. They are gone.
 
The rest are slain by the sword coming from the mouth of him
who sits on the horse.  
 
i.e.  Slain by a spoken word.   A spoken word of judgement.
 
No roadside bombs. No nuclear explosions. No high-tech laser
deaths.
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"And all the birds were gorged with their flesh."
 
Now, The earth has been cleared of all evil except the Dragon
(Satan) who will now be dealt with in Chapter 20.
 
This is a vision of the fulfillment of all the Messianic Prophesies
in the Old Testament where the Messiah conquers evil and sets
up the Kingdom of God.
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REVELATION 20
 
REVELATION 20:1-6
 
The beast and the False Prophet (the Anti-Christ and the
Unholy Spirit) have already been thrown into the Lake of Fire.

 
But now the Dragon (Satan) is seized by an angel, bound with a
chain and locked in
the Abyss – imprisoned in the pit.

 
For a thousand years – a thousand actual years? Or only
denoting a long time?
 
We will find out when we need to know.
 
Thrones – judgement, reigning.
 
Committed to those who are raised in the First Resurrection:
a. The martyred ones.
b. The "confessors" who lived by faith and paid whatever price
it cost them. (Jn 25)
 
Two resurrections; one to life, one to judgement.

 
This "Resurrection Hour" will be a long period. Two
resurrection 1000 years apart?
 
Those who are part of the First Resurrection are blessed and
holy.
 
- Over them the Second Death has no power (the Lake of Fire)
- They shall be Priests of God and the Messiah --- conveying
God's life.
- They shall reign with him 1000 years.
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This will be the fulfillment of all the Old Testament prophesies
about God' Kingdom on this earth under the rule of the
Messiah.  (Isaiah 11:1-9)
 
If we are included in the First Resurrection we will have:
 
- Bodies like the body Jesus had at his resurrection and still
has.
 (Yet he is no longer confined to that body)
- Minds that are clear.
- Holy.
- Ruled totally by God's love.
- Active without stress---plenty to do.
 
 
REVELATION 20:7-10
 
Why Satan is "Loosed for a season" is known only to God, but
this will be his final fling.
 
Gog & Magog represent the nations once again deceived by
Satan, but deceived for the last time. --- the fulfillment of
Ezekiel's prophesy (Ezekiel 38:1-9, 39:1-6)

 
Fire from heaven consumes these armies and the devil who
deceived them –the Dragon is now thrown into the Lake of Fire
where the Beast and the False Prophet already languish.
 
The Lake of Fire:
 
Is a symbolic term for ultimate self-chosen despair--- the final
separation from God.
 
REVELATION 20:11-15
 
The first resurrection has long since taken place.
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The resurrection of the martyrs and the confessors --- the
faithful ones.
 
The thousand-year reign of peace--- The Kingdom of God on
earth in its fullness has ended with the release of Satan from
the abyss. The nations have been deceived for the last time.
- the armies of evil consumed by fire.
- Satan thrown into the Lake of Fire.
Final judgement:
 

" A Great White Throne and him who sat upon it"
Holy! "From his presence earth and sky have fled away."

 
The only thing left to deal with is this multitude of dead
standing before the throne. This is what Jesus calls the
"Resurrection of Judgement." (John 5:28-29) They're
"resurrected but they have no life in them.
 

"The Books were opened."
 

1. The book of judgement.
2. The book of life.
 
i.e. Everything we do; registered, is known, is remembered.
 

"The dead were judged by what they had done."
"The sea, Death and Hades gave up their dead"

 
 
They had refused mercy and forgiveness. They had chosen to
"Make it on their own."
 
Now they are judged.
 
"The sea, Death and Hades gave up their dead"

 
                All are judged by what they had done.
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"And if any one's name was not found written in the Book of
Life"

 
- Thrown into the Lake of Fire.
                                - Symbol for final separation from God
- – ultimate Ultimate despair.
 
This is not God's desire --- it was their choice.
 
All human choices have consequences under God.
 
                - In earthly courts a sharp lawyer can get you off.
                - Heavenly Throne; no error is made.
 
“Then Death and Hades were thrown into the Lake of Fire’

 
--- no more death!
 
What about followers of Jesus? Do they escape all judgement?
 
A. We escape the judgement of the 2nd Death. (John 5:24) We
come alive with the Spirit of Christ and provided that we abide
in him…, we are flooded with God's life all the time we walk this
earth and right on into the world beyond the grave.
 
B.  But we will still give an account for what we did with the
grace we received. Judged not by our "doctrinal purity", but by
deeds done in the body. (II Cor. 5:10)
 
Salvation is not a static state.
Salvation is a life lived as a servant of the Lord Jesus.
               
Abiding in him.  
Obeying him.  
Loving our brothers and sisters.
Loving our neighbor.  
Forgiving.  
Pouring out mercy.
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Always with a future hope.
 

"Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth.
But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven."

 
"Make friends for yourselves by means of the unrighteous
mammon That when it fails they may receive you into the

eternal habitations."
 

"Not everyone who say to me 'Lord, Lord'---- but he who does
the will of my father who is in heaven."
 
- "I was hungry and you gave me food….
- I was hungry and you gave me no food."
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REVELATION 21
 
REVELATION 21:1-4
 
From here to the end of Revelation its all about a new creation;
A new heaven.
A new earth.
 
                Because the 1st heaven and the 1st earth are gone.
 Everything is new.

 
"The sea was no more"

 
i.e. no more insecurity. The sea is always unstable and
unpredictable.
In the new world there is peace.
 
We see the Holy City – New Jerusalem:
 
- Coming down from God out of heaven.
- Prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
 
The Kingdom.
The Church of the Redeemed.
The center of God's presence on the New Earth.
 
The word "Emmanuel" – God with us – is now fulfilled in the
new creation.
 

"Behold the dwelling of God is with men."
 

- He will dwell with them.
- They shall be his people.
- God himself will be with them.
 
Wipe away all tears.
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Remove all pain and weeping ---
former things have passed away."
 
The Message of Revelation:
 
- After all the chaos is ended,
- After evil is destroyed,
- After God is vindicated on earth for 1000 years,  then there
will be a creation free of the grip of evil.
 
- After Satan is removed forever, then there will be a creation
free of the grip of evil.
 
Those who now turn their hearts from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to God, and walk in his light now will
be part of this new creation.
 
REVELATION 21:5-8
 
Before John began sharing his vision in Chapter One he spoke a
word of prophesy from God---  
 

"I am the Alpha and the Omega says the Lord God,
who is and who                 was and who is to come, The

Almighty."
 

but … not once do we hear the voice of God from the throne
through all the visions of Revelation until now;
 
We hear the Angels.
We hear the voice of Jesus the Messiah.
               
…                 but only now does God speak from his throne in
John's vision.
 
 
Listen to what he says to all who have ears to hear:
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"Behold, I make all things new."

 
 

Then tell John what to write for our benefit and the benefit of all
followers of Jesus.
 

"It is done."
 
What we have been shown in this book has already taken place
in the mind of God.
 

Then tell John what to write for our benefit and the benefit of all
followers of Jesus.
(What we have been shown in this book has already taken place
in the mind of God).
 
"I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end."

 
The Holy Mystery which we cannot fathom.
 
                 "I am" is the Holy Name.
                  "Alpha and Omega" beginning and end.

                The Holy Mystery which we cannot fathom.
 

"To the thirsty I will give water without price
from the fountain of the author of life."

 
The Fountain: Jesus crucified and risen and universally
present – here right now.
 
If you thirst for this gift ask for it and you will receive it.
If you still don't thirst ask God to create thirst in you.
 
…
For until you have thirst for it, you're spiritually dead.
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"He who conquers shall have this heritage and I will be his
God.

He/she shall be my son/daughter."
"He who conquers":
               
That word runs as a unifying thread through the whole book…
 
 
To conquer evil.  
To remain faithful.  
To overcome Satan.

 
- By the blood of the Lamb.
- By the word of our testimony.
- By our faithfulness even unto death.
 
Once we are made alive by the Spirit of God, it's up to us to stay
connected.
We will only conquer (i.e. remain steadfast to the end) if we stay
connected.
Nobody can do this for you.
God can't do this for you, you have to do it.
 

" (I am the True Vine,Vine; you are the branches" )
 
 

  --- Your job is to abide in me.
 

"But as for the cowardly….
 

- the faithless,  the polluted,  murdererspolluted, ,
 fornicatorsmurderers, ,  sorcerersfornicators, sorcerers,

 idolaters,  liars.
 

Their lot shall be the Lake of Fire which is the second death."
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Is God trying to scare us into obedience? No he's simply stating
a fact.
 

"If you eat of that tree you will die."
 

Satan’s lie: "Don't believe it."
 
1:9-14
 
The whole purpose of the book of Revelation is to give us
courage---To walk through the valley of conflict (which is this
world) – without losing hope. To know that evil will be judged
and that a new creation will follow – and to help us to taste it
now.
 
 
The new Jerusalem is where God and humans come together
face-to- face.
 
A place of Glory.
 
a. Comes down out of heaven from God.
b. Is linked to the faithfulness of believers of all times.
 
This New Jerusalem will emerge as the outcome of God's work
on the earth now.
 
- Working through Israel's 12 Tribes.  
- Working through Jeshua's 12 apostles.
- Working through us.
 
The redemptive work of God taking place on earth now is
powerful –  
–but hidden from the eyes of the world.
 
The News Media will never pick up on it – once it hits the media
as so-called "Christian Work" it is already tainted with
compromise.
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When Revelation was written the Body of Christ on earth was
nothing but a scattering of motley souls Transformed
transformed by the Spirit.
 
It looked pretty like AA looked in 1930 and 1940…
 
 
 
….no structure,
no wealth,
no real estate,
no earthly power,
no big reputation,
 
 
--- but supernatural power.
 
Revelation was written for people who were already then part
of the coming New Jerusalem.
 
Today beneath all the confusion of what people call the
"Christian Church"…
  
All the denominations, all the buildings, all the power, and all
the hypocrisy
 
– the redemptive work of the Spirit continues to remain hidden
from eyes of flesh.
 
The power of God in simple disciples are gathered around
Jesus.
 
                - Listening listening to him,
- receiving the Holy Spirit from him,
- serving and loving each other,
- serving and witnessing out there in the world.
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Just as Jesus did during his flesh and blood ministry---traveling
a humble path all the way to the cross and then rose as the first
born of the New Creation.

 
So – those who are True Disciples walk the same lowly path as
his bond-slaves.
 
And then rise to become corporately the New Jerusalem.
 
Just as the glory of God was in Jesus all the time
---especially when he hung on the cross was invisible to the
natural eye.
 
So is the glory  in us.
 
 
We know the glory of God to the extent we walk the walk (hidden
from the world.)
 
 
God's glory in us will only be visible at the                 end.
 
We know the glory of God to the extent we walk the walk
(hidden from the world.)
 
 
 
There is a need to discipline ourselves:
 
To remain servants;
                - Under the yoke with the Lord.  
- Always stepping down.
 
In order to walk the higher ground of spiritual power.
 
REVELATION 21:15-21
 
The New Jerusalem
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It is described as a cube: ;

 
                12,000 stadia wide,12,000 stadia long, 12,000 stadia
high.  (12,000 translates to 1500 miles)
               
Why a cube?  How can a city be 1500 miles high?

 
In the Temple at Jerusalem before it was destroyed the Holy of
Holies (where God dwells) was 20 x 20x 20 cubits --- a cube.
 
The New Jerusalem is the new Holy of Holies. The dwelling
place of God on earth.
 
The wall Wall --- 144 cubits (another holy number) built of
jasper – a precious stone.
The city City --- of pure gold, clear as glass.
The foundationFoundation---12 jewels like in the breast plate
of  Aaronof Aaron the High Priest.
The 12 gatesGates--- each made of a single pearl.
 
All symbols depicting unspeakable glory.
 
This is the final destination of the Redeemed, the New
Jerusalem where God dwells.
 
But what about now?  What about us?  Where is the glory to be
found?
 
"The glory which thou hast given me I have given to them

that they may be one even as we are one." John 17
 
The glory of God is in our fellowship with each other---
 
- When we are in unity around the Lord Jesus.
- When we step down and serve one another.
- When we maintain the Unity the Holy Spirit has created
among us.
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- When we take off the bushel and let our light shine out there
in the world.
 
The material world as we know it is passing. Our bodies as we
now have them are passing. We think of this world as the "Real
World" but it is passing.
 
"Heaven and earth will pass away but my words will not pass

away."
 
And Jesus's words point to the eternal city, the Kingdom of
Heaven purged of all evil
 
If we belong to Jesus and walk with him now here is the picture
Revelation gives us:
 
1. We die --- and are with the Lord in a Spirit State. (Heaven
begins)
2. We rise at the first resurrection and share his reign on earth.
 (Heaven gets help)
3. There will be a new heaven and a new earth. (Heaven is
complete)
 
We will be part of both --- citizens of the New Jerusalem
  
 
REVELATION 21:22-27
 
No Temple.
 
In Israel the Temple was always a sign of security --- God dwells
in the most Holy place behind the veil. The tendency of the
people was to put their trust in the Temple itself. Hence Jesus
words in Matt 24, Luke 21, Mark 13:  
 

"There shall not be left here one stone…."
Why?
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God's presence on earth is not centered in the building but in
Jesus who is the temple

 
"Destroy this temple…"

 
Hence in the New Jerusalem God Almighty and the Lamb are
the temple.
 
The present foretaste of God and the Lamb is the authentic
Body of Christ.
 
- Where believers are walking in obedience.
- Where believers are gathered in the Lamb's name.
 
                God is present in a special way. And as a sign
confirming this:;
 
                People are drawn.
Lives are changed.  
Healings occur.
 
No sun or moon for light. God is its light. The Lamb is its lamp.
It is the ultimate city on a hill shedding the light of God's glory.
 

"By its light shall the nations walk.
The kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it."

 
This is the ultimate fulfillment for us now:;
 
"God is light and in him is no darkness at all if we walk in the

light…"
 
The present foretaste:
 

"You are the light of the world." "If we walk in the light…"
 
                Walk in the light.
                                Be in fellowship.
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Be cleansed by the blood.
 

"Let your light shine"
 

So that they may glorify, not you, but God.
 
If we do this…;
 
                People are drawn to the Temple – the Body of Christ.
And receive light.
 
"They are brought from darkness to light, from the power of

Satan to God."
 

No Closed Gates.
 
                Because no one, no thing can enter for any evil
purpose. Only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of
Life. Nothing evil would survive the light.
 
Today the doors of each fellowship are to be wide open to all,
everybody is welcome.
 
Yes, there will be exploiters and deceivers among those who
enter. Our job is to remain faithful to the light God gives and to
deal with imposters only as God leads.
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REVELATION 22
 
REVELATION 22:1-5
 
The River of the Water of Life.

                - Garden of Eden…a river.
                - Ezekiel's Temple…a river.
"There is a river the streams whereof shall make glad the city

of God." Psalm 46
The origin of the river: "flowing from the throne of God and the

Lamb."
               
God is the origin of the river. A symbol of the Spirit of God
imparting life. We now can have a foretaste of this. ---
                Jesus to the woman at the well. Jesus at the Feast of
Tabernacles.
 
Once you begin to drink of the Holy Spirit-
The vision of the River as the New Jerusalem makes sense.
 
The Tree of Life … 2 trees on either side of the river. In Eden 2
trees.
                - Life.
- Knowledge of Good and Evil.
 
They were bBarred from the Tree of Life, w. When they ate from
the forbidden tree, they : i.e. Bbecame "judges" which belongs
only to God.

 
NowNow all in the city are  fed by the fruit of the Tree of Life.
 
 
No hunger-                 12 kinds of fruit – 12 months --- no
hunger.
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Healing- The leaves are for the healing of the nations. -Nations
which surround the city are sustained in peace by the life of the
river,  and the trees.
No more anything accursed.  
 
Only the throne of God and the Lamb.
 
1. They shall worship him.
2. They shall see his face. ("Blessed are the pure in heart…"
3. His name shall be on their foreheads. i.e. They belong, they
are secure.
 
No night.-  
                No need for lamps or the sun.  
                God will be their light.
  
 
                They shall reign forever; i.e. share in God's rule of the
new universe.               
               
REVELATION 22:6-9
 
"And he said to me, 'These words are trustworthy and True'"

 
i.e. theThe book of Revelation is not a fantasy story.
The fantasy is what is being fed to you by the world ---TV,
newspapers, radio.
 
"And the Lord, the God of the Spirits of the Prophets has sent

his angel
to show his servants what must soon take place."

 
 
The prophets --- messengers of God.
The angel --- a messenger of God.
 
The message from the Lord Jesus: "And behold I am coming
soon"
Whenever the Spirit moves among believers, that's the message.
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"I am coming soon."
                - Jesus' message in the gospels.  - The apostles'
message. - The Spirit's message.
 

" Behold I am coming soon."
               
The world as we know it is temporary. Life as we know it is
fleeting.
All this will end--- So anchor your life in what comes after it all
ends.
 

"Behold I am coming soon."
 

How soon is soon?
 
Only God knows.  
 
What we do know is that this world is temporary. Our lives in
this world are fragile. If we cling to this world as if it's all we
have --- we are pitiful and blind.  
 

"The Kingdom of God is at hand, repent and believe the
gospel."

"Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophesy of this
book."

 
i.e. Revelation is not a book of "information".
Revelation is a word from God to us.
 
Calling us to act:
1. To a life of faith in Jesus in the midst of danger and confusion.
Calling us to live:
2. To live a life of obedience to Jesus in the midst of weariness
and boredom.
Calling us to Power:
3. To live a life in the power of the Holy Spirit in Satan's dying
kingdom.
Calling us to Conquer:
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4. A life that conquers the powers of darkness at work around
us and within us.
 
"Blessed is he/she who keeps the words of the prophesy of this

book"!
 

"I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me
(these things)

But he said to me; 'You must not do that! I am a fellow servant
with you and your brethren the prophets, and with those who

keep the words of this book.
Worship God.'"

 
 i.e. Worshipping God cannot be mixed. - To worship anything
with God is idolatry.
Whatever you serve you worship --- Whatever you give yourself
to – you worship.
 
REVELATION 22:10-13
 
"Do not seal up the words of the prophesy of the book for the

time is near."
Contrast this with Daniel 12:5-10
"Go your way the words are shut up and sealed until the time

of the end."
 
But now--- "Do not seal up the words…."
Because we are now living in the Age of the Holy Spirit which is
the Age of the End.
 
From the time of Jesus' death, resurrection, and the outpouring
of the Spirit ---there has been a light in this world which was not
here before. And this light is a sign of the coming Kingdom and
alerts people to get ready.
 
Once people hear the gospel, the True Gospel, and encounter
Jesus; They are set free to either walk in the light, Or or choose
darkness.  
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Those who choose darkness will continue to do evil until the
judgement.  "Let the evildoer still do evil…"
 
("Let the evildoer still do evil…")
 
Those who choose to follow Jesus and walk in the light will
continue to do right,
to walk in Holiness. i.e. to walk in God's will.
 
The Word of the Gospel sets people free---
 
                - To walk with God.  -  
- Or to deliberately choose to walk with evil.

 
"Behold I am coming soon bringing my recompense

to repay everyone for what he has done."
 
Not for what we have done in the eyes of the world –
-- but what we have done in the eyes of God.
 
You were offered life from heaven --- What did you do with it?
 
                 Did you receive it?  
Did you continue in it?  
Did you overcome evil with it?
 
What about those who haven't encountered the gospel yet?
Who have not yet heard a living word from the Lord Jesus?
They are in less danger than we.
 
"If you were blind you would have no sin."  (Ref. John 15:22-
24)

 
Nowhere in scripture does Jesus say or imply that people are
condemned for what they don't know.
 
REVELATION 22:14-15
 

"Blessed are those who wash their robes that they may..":
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1. Have the right to the tree of life.
2. Enter the city by the gates.
 
 

 
Washed robes

The elders, who are they? "Sir you know." (Chapter 7) – "the
great multitude"

 
"These are they who have come out of the great tribulation:
They have washed their robes and made them white in the

blood of the Lamb." (ch.7)
 
Washed robes:
To wash our robes is to receive forgiveness and to walk in
 forgiveness all the time.
               
 
"If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship

…
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin."

 
 

"If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves…."
 

_____________________________________________________
 

"Outside are the dogs and sorcerers, the fornicators, the
murderers,

the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood."

 
Where did they come from? I thought they were gone. Is he
talking here of people in the new earth – outside the New
Jerusalem? Or is he talking about those who are "inside" all of
this – i.e. in outer darkness as Jesus calls it?
 
REVELATION 22:16-17
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"I Jesus, have sent my angel to you with this testimony for the

churches"
 
Testimony? The book of Revelation. "for the churches" All
churches, for all time.
 
If you disregard Revelation you will lack this testimony- a vital
word from God.
 

 
"I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning

Star"
 

--- The Messiah. The Morning Star-  The- The first sign of the
coming Glory. The Messiah!
 
The invitation:
After the Revelation of;
- The last days of the age.
- The kingdom on earth (1000 years).
- The new heaven and new earth ---
 
                comes Comes the invitation to taste the life of the new
age, the water of life, NOW.
 

"The Spirit and the Bride say, 'come'".
 

                - The constant invitation of the Spirit.  
- The constant invitation of the church.
 
If the invitation isn't coming from our churches are they really
the Bride?
 

"Let him who hears say, 'Come'"
 

Let him/her who is thirsty come.
Let him/her who desires take the water of life without price –
free.
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i.e. Come and receive the living water of the Spirit of God.
 
This is the sole purpose of Jesus’s coming, teaching, death,
resurrection.
 
To baptize with the Holy Spirit. We tend to be vague; the book of
Acts is not.

                (Acts chapters 2, 4, 8, 10, 19
The Spirit waits to be received.
- Ask.
- Open your heart.
- Believe.
- Walk in the Light.
 
 
 
When you receive the Spirit (and continue receiving…)
 
- He gives you power to overcome weaknesses in your own life
(that you can’t alone)
- He gives you a prayer life.
- He opens scripture to you.
- He puts God's love in you --- a changed outlook.
               
God is the center, not you.  You begin to see with new eyes.
 
Primary Purpose of receiving the Spirit: He makes you a
witness:
 

"You shall receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in

Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth."

Acts 1:8
 

The Primary purpose of the Holy Spirit is to make you a witness to Jesus.To
baptize with the Holy Spirit. We tend to be vague; the book of Acts is not.

                (Acts chapters 2, 4, 8, 10, 19
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Acts 1 - You shall be my witness…
Acts 2 - Tongues.
Acts 3 - Healing witness.
Acts 4 – Speak the word with boldness.
 
 
If you ask for the Spirit – you receive the Spirit. And the Spirit
will inspire you on your own account to witness to Jesus.
 
 
REVELATION 22:18-21
 
- Don't tamper with this prophesy. Take it as it is if you want to…
 
- Eat from the Tree of Life.  
- Enter the city.
 
Jesus to us:

"I am coming soon…"
We to Jesus:

"Amen! Come Lord Jesus!"
Benediction.
 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the holy believers.

Amen!  
and for all its complexity and strange symbols and images, the

book consists of 4 visions with a prologue at the beginning and an
epilogue at the end.

 
Prologue – (Rev 1:1-8) Jesus is talking to us. Each vision begins "In the Spirit."

 
Vision #1 –  " I was in the spirit on the Lord's day"  (Rev. 1:10– end of Ch.3)

 All about ruling the Church.
 

Vision #2 –  "At once I was in the Spirit..." (Rev 4:2 – end of Chapter 16)
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Jesus ruling from heaven and the consequences on earth; 7 Seals, Trumpets, 7
Bowls.

 
Vision #3 –  "And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness" (Rev. 17:3

to 21:8)

 Christ conquering all evil.
 

 Final judgement:
 

Fall of Babylon, Beast, False Prophet.
First Resurrection. Final battle. Dragon. Lake of Fire.

 
Vision #4 – "And the Spirit carried me to a great high mountain." (Rev. 21:10 to

22:5)
 

The New Jerusalem and the ultimate Glory; Christ on the throne with the Father.
 

Epilogue:  (Rev. 22:6-21)  
The passage we loved – the final invitation.

 
                Jesus to us

"Come to the waters…"
                We to Jesus

"Come Lord Jesus…"
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