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GOD WILL FILL IN THE BLANKS  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

ñI know my prayers are weak. I just canôt find words.ò 
  

Some of the best prayers God ever hears are halting, stumbling efforts.  
 

Prayers that are hardly intelligible. 
 

No human ear could ever grasp their meaning. 
 

But there is joy in heaven. 
 

For such prayers have great power. 
 

Such prayers reach the Fatherôs ears as simple truth. 
 

When we canôt find words, God fills in the blanks 

He knows our hearts. 

He understands what weôre trying to say better than we do. 
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words. And he who searches the hearts of 

men knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.   (Romans 8) 
 

It may be that the heavenly Father finds some of our polished prayers a 

bit boring. 
 

But prayers of desperation, our prayers of longing and need are always 

music to the Fatherôs ears. 
 

Prayers for help---for ourselves, for others---are sure to be heard, no 

matter how hesitant or halting or confused they are. 
 

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; 

for we do not know how to pray as we ought. 
 

Richard Bieber September 2021. Featured Art: Christopher Marion Thomas 
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 THE FOOLISHNESS OF PRAYER? 
 

 
What else can we call it?  
 

It doesn't make sense. 

It isn't logical. 

And yeté.. 
 

He told them a parable, to the effect that they ought 

always to pray and not lose heart.  (Luke 18:1) 
 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 

whatever you will, and it shall be done for you. (John 15:7) 
 

Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask anything of the 

Father, he will give it to you in my name.  Hitherto you 

have asked nothing in my name; ask, and you will receive, 

that your joy may be full. (John 16:23-24) 

 

It's not that prayer "works." 
 

It's that the Father listens for "the real thing" and responds.   
 

Prayer is not a "means to an end." 
 

Prayer is the way into the heart of the Lord of the Universe. 
 

There are no experts at prayer. 

There are only child-like hearts that pray. 
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words.  And he who searches the hearts of 

men knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Romans 8:26-27 
Richard Bieber 2007 
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PRAY FOR ME! 

 
 

 What an awesome thing! 
 

 Someone unburdens their soul to us.  And then they say, ñPray for me!ò 
  

   Who of us does not feel inadequate when we hear those words?   
 

  Who am I to pray for this person? 
 

To lift them before God. 

To pray for their healing. 

To ask the Father to raise them out of that danger and misery. 
 

They didnôt go to the priest. 

They didnôt reach out to the preacher. 
 

They came to you---because God sent them to you. 
 

So pray for them, trusting the Spirit to give you words. 
 

If possible, pray for them right there, confident that the Father is listening 

and not one word of your prayer is wasted. 
 

And now this person is added to those you pray for every day by name. 
 

Every day your prayer follows this person, wherever they are, with light 

from Godôs World. 
 

ñPray for me.ò 
 

Once we hear those words, we are accountable to God for what we 

do with them.  
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Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous 

man has great power in its effects.  (I John 5) 
 

 

ñIôm not righteous!ò 
 

The prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effects. 
 

God knows that I am far from a ñrighteous personò.  So how can my 

prayer have ñgreat power in its effectsò? Let the Lord Jesus worry about 

that. 
 

He sent this person to you.  His blood covers you. 

And his Spirit is guiding you. 

 

 
 

 

Just get on with it and keep praying for this troubled soul who found 

their way to you.  

And leave the rest with God. 
 

Prayer- Lord give us the tender hearts and the urge we need to lift others 

before you. Give us empathetic hearts for their burdens. Give us compassion 

for their weaknesses. Give us the insight that you sent them to us with their 

troubles. And Holy Lord, give us the faith to know that you have them, that you 

love them and for some strange, beautiful reason our simple prayers hold the 

power to pour blessing and healing into their lives and into our own as well as 

we enter into your precious presence.  Amen.              

 
Richard Bieber June 2021 

Art: Kindness and permission of Deedra Everett    
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THE ANSWER MACHINE? 
 

 
After all these centuries, believers have finally discovered the 

guaranteed way to get clear, quick, answers from God for any 

question they may have.  
 

Should I take the Job? 

Should I leave this church? 

I lost my i-phone; could you tell me where it is? 
 

What you do is, write the question on a piece of paper.  Lay it 

before God in prayer.  Sit in silence for five minutes.  Then write 

on the same piece of paper, the first thought that comes into your 

mind. There it is!  A straight line of communication between 

heaven and earth.  Why didn't Job think of that?    
 

Of course, there are many versions of THE ANSWER MACHINE 

floating around Christendom these days.   But they arrive at the 

same place: a clear, quick way to get answers from God. Tarot 

cards and clairvoyance are demonic; but this method of getting 

answers is "Christian"? 
 

God is not an Answer Machine. 
 

He is our heavenly Father, who loves us with unspeakable love, 

but who refuses to be manipulated.   
 

We keep forgetting that God is HOLY. 
 

He never fits into our schemes.  He is unpredictable.   
 

The best thing we can do, when we have needs and questions, is 

listen carefully to our Master, and trust no other "guidance" but his.  
 

If we ask the Father, we will receive---in his time and in his way. 

If we approach the throne of heaven with a truly seeking heart, we 

will find ---in heaven's time and in heaven's way. 
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If we knock on heaven's door, and keep knocking, with our focus 

on heaven (not on ourselves), that door will open---in heaven's 

time and in heaven's way. 
 

For this reason our Lord Jesus teaches us to pray, 
 

"Our Father who art in heaven Hallowed be thy name." 
 

If we are to hallow God's name as holy, we will take off our shoes 

and bow in awe.   
 

 
 

We will approach the Throne of Light in fear and trembling.   
 

We will wait upon God, and never, never treat the holy God as if 

he were the waiter. 
 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
 

When we truly line up our hearts with the will of God---to the 

point of simple obedience---we will get all the answers we need, at 

the moment we need them. 

 

 
Richard Bieber 2016 

Art: Deborah Nell 
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THE MERCY PRAYER 

 

 
 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 
 

Matthew 5:44 

 

It doesnôt make sense 
 

I finally landed a decent job, good pay, beautiful place.  Except for one 

thing:  my boss.  From Day One he decided I donôt belong.  He tells me 

to go back to Africa. He never leaves me alone.  Makes my life 

miserable. Human Resources wonôt help.  So Iôm leaving.  
 

And Iôm supposed to pray for this guy?  No way! 

____________ 

 

I thought I found my Prince.  We had a magnificent wedding.  A great 

honeymoon.  A few pleasant years. But now, with three little ones in a 

beautiful house my Prince has turned into a Monster.  A few drinks and 

he comes home in a rage.  He beats me.  Heôll beat the kids if I let him 

get near them. Life is intolerable, actually itôs dangerous.  The children 

and I are heading for a shelter before he gets home tonight.  And Iôm 

supposed to pray for him?  Thanks anyway! 

 

Maybe in Galilee 

 

Maybe back in those days, when life was sane, Jesus could say, 
 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. 
 

But in this world of lies, greed and violence, who in their right mind would 

waste time praying for those monsters who make our lives a terror? 

________________ 
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Itôs the same world 

 

Actually, the world back then was no more ñsaneò than it is now. And no 

less violent.  
 

When Jesus showed us the way of Godôs World, he was revealing the 

only way to live in any world.  

 

The only way that works. 
 

The way he lived to his dying breath. 

 

They whipped him, beat him, taunted him, and nailed him to a cross to die. 

 

Did he call down curses from heaven?  
 

Did he threaten them with the fires of hell?  
 

He prayed for them. 

 

ñFather, forgive them, for they know not what they do.ò 

 

That prayer had unspeakable power.  Power that hovers over us as I write 

these words---and as you read them. 

 

Godôs forgiveness flows like a healing river.  
 
 

 

 
 

 

That forgiveness enters us and transforms us. 

But it refuses to stagnate within us. 

 

Either Godôs forgiveness flows through us to those who have wronged us 

or it disappears. 
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Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

Forgiveness is Godôs supreme power on this earth. 
 

Godôs amazing grace. 
 

When the risen Lord said, ñPeace be with you!ò to his trembling 

disciples, he was flooding their lives with forgiveness. Forgiveness for 

their cowardice, their unbelief. 
 

The instant we receive Godôs forgiveness, we are empowered toé 
 

love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. 
 

When it seems impossible to forgive the one who destroyed our life, the 

Spirit of God comes like a wind at our back and helps us break through 

our bitterness. 
 

The Mercy Prayer 
 

Many years ago Rex Andrews, a Bible teacher in Zion, Illinois, lost his 

way.  Andrews suffered through a long season of devastating guilt and 

despair, until the Lord found him, forgave him, and restored him to life.  

From then on, the theme of Rex Andrewsô life was Godôs unspeakable 

mercy.  Whenever Andrews was wronged or slandered, he would pray 

what he called ñThe Mercy Prayerò: 
 

Lord, flood the person I am thinking of with your fulfilling mercies, 

meeting all their needs! 
 

Itôs not always easy to pray this prayer. 
 

Sometimes we have to begin by saying, ñLord, Iôm not sure I can mean 

the words,  as I pray mercy on this person.  Help me to keep praying the 

words until I can say them from my heart!ò 

 

Lord, flood the person I am thinking of with your fulfilling mercies, 

meeting all their needs! 
 

Why should we stumble through life loaded down with bitterness toward 

those who have wronged us? 
 

The same Master who paid our debt with his own blood will help us clear 

away those debts we hold against our tormentors. 
 

And fill us with his peace 

 
Richard Bieber August 2020   

Art Permission of Rik Berry  (Mercy) and Melani Pyke (Open Water) 
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PRAYER IS THE WORK  
 

 

 Some people sit around and pray, while others go out there and get the job done.   

Maybe so---when it comes to building projects, ñchurch growthò, and 

fund-raising. 
But in the kingdom of God, prayer is the work. 

Nothing happens until we pray. 

 éPray the way the Master teaches  us. 

 ñLord, teach us to pray!ô 

He was praying in a certain place, and when he ceased, one of his 

disciples said to him, ñLord, teach us to pray, as John taught his 

disciples.ò 
 

We never see Jesus teaching the disciples how to preach, or heal, or cast 

out demons.  But he never stops teaching them how to pray.  

 Hereôs where you start 

And he said to them, "When you pray, say: "Father, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive every one who is indebted 

to us; and lead us not into temptation." 

 

The Lord began by giving them the Lordôs Prayer--- 

---which is the door to the world of prayer.  
 

The Lordôs Prayer is the door we enter every day,  

as the Spirit keeps teaching us how to pray for the rest of our lives. 
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Intercession---where prayer becomes work 

And he said to them, "Which of you who has a friend will go to 

him at midnight and say to him, `Friend, lend me three loaves; 

for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have 

nothing to set before him'é.ò 

God keeps sending people to us who need what we are powerless to give 

them. Like the friend pounding on his neighborôs door at midnight, we 

turn to God and cry for help. ñLord God, my hands are empty!  Give me 

what I need to help this person!ò 
 

So why doesnôt God respond?  How come nothing happens?  
 

é.ñAnd he will answer from within, óDo not bother me; the door is 

now  shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and 

give you anything'. I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 

anything because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will 

rise and give him whatever he needs.ò 

 
This kind of prayer is rarely answered in an instant.  It takes tenacity and 

discipline.   
 

 
 

It takes faith. 

ñAnd I tell you, Ask, and it will be given you; seek, and you will 

find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For every one who 

asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 

will be opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a 

fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for 

an egg, will give him a scorpion?ò 

Child-like faith.  

Confidence that the Father will answer. 

 Donôt slink away with a pout. Keep pounding on the door of heaven! 
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ñIf you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 

to those who ask him!"  (Luke 11:1-13) 

The help we need, the only help we need, is the Holy Spirit of God.  

We cry out for the Holy Spirit, not so we can see visions and perform 

signs and wonders or drift into ecstasy.  

 We cry out for the Holy Spirit so we can pray! 

The Holy Spirit is the one who teaches us to pray, helps us to pray, and 

even prays with us! 

 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know 

how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

with sighs too deep for words. And he who searches the hearts of 

men knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. (Romans 8:26-27) 

 

Prayer is not preparation for the work. 

Prayer is not support for the work. 

 

Prayer IS the work! 

The outcome of our thanksgiving and praise and faithful listening to the 

voice of the Lord, is the work of intercession.  

We lift before Godôs throne the names of those the Spirit puts on our 

heartsðand they are instantly bathed in supernatural light. 

When we name that person before the throne, heaven touches them, 

wherever they may be on this earth.  
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Starting with our loved ones and expanding all the way out to the people 

who despise us, we simply lift their names before the throne of heavené 

éthat God may touch them with redemptive power. 

We pray for refugees and children, the sick and wounded, the tyrants and 

the martyrs.  

  A waste of time?  

Satan keeps telling us that weôre wasting our time, lifting those names 

every day before Godôs throne. Because Satan knows the power of 

intercession, and dreads it. How many souls have been delivered from 

Satanôs grip through the relentless intercession of those who never give 

up! How many ñSimonsò have been ñturned againò through the work of 

prayer! 

" Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have all of you,  that he 

might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you, Simon, that your 

faith may not fail; and when you have turned again, strengthen your 

brethren." Luke 22:31-32 
 

 

Prayer: Lord, we cry out for you to fill us with your Holy Spirit so that we 

can pray the way we are called to pray. So that we can approach your 

throne with vision and confidence. So, our hearts are drawn to you, opened 

to you. So, we can say from the depths of our soul...You our Father are Holy 

and Perfect, Eternal...worthy, worthy of adoration forever.  Oh, may your 

Kingdom come...may we seek to do your will, to bring your way to this 

world. Oh, that we see you as our daily bread, our living water and know 

you provide all that we need, abundantly. And Lord that we would be 

convicted when we stray from your perfect will. Forgive us for straying, 

forgive us for not honoring you. And Lord, may we honor your mercy, by 

giving and living your mercy to any who have harmed us. And Lord as we 

are bathed in your beautiful light, protect us from the darkness within our 

own hearts. Illuminate it. Protect us from the darkness that surrounds us, 

from the schemes of the evil one. When we pray for others, give us the 

desperation and determination to seek your help in the face of our own 

powerlessness and weakness. When we cry out to you for others may they be 

given what they truly need and be touched by the power of heaven. Lord 

thank you for this work of prayer, this gift you have given us. Amen. 
 

 

Richard Bieber May 2020      Art: Anthony Falbo  
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  HE'S ABLE ---IF YOU'RE WILLING 

 

Now when Elisha had fallen sick with the illness of which he 

was to die, Joash king of Israel went down to him and wept 

before him, crying, ñMy father, my father! The chariots of 

Israel and its horsemen!ò And Elisha said to him, ñTake a 

bow and arrows.ò So he took a bow and arrows. Then he 

said to the king of Israel, ñDraw the bow,ò and he drew it. 

And Elisha laid his hands on the kingôs hands. And he said, 

ñOpen the window eastward,ò and he opened it. Then Elisha 

said, ñShoot,ò and he shot. And he said, ñThe Lordôs arrow 

of victory, the arrow of victory over Syria! For you shall 

fight the Syrians in Aphek until you have made an end of 

them.ò And he said, ñTake the arrows,ò and he took them. 

And he said to the king of Israel, ñStrike the ground with 

them.ò And he struck three times and stopped. Then the man 

of God was angry with him and said, ñYou should have 

struck five or six times; then you would have struck down 

Syria until you had made an end of it, but now you will 

strike down Syria only three times.ò   (II Kings 13:14-19) 

There's a sinister thing going on in the world these days. 

Masses of people are being persuaded to believe that they have 

no will of their own.  

They are giving up their will like men surrendering themselves 

to a hypnotic slumber. They are like a ship plying its way 

upstream against the current that suddenly cuts its engines and 

allows itself to drift wherever the current chooses to carry it. 



15 

 

Maybe people are tired of being pushed from every sideé.By 

voices which say, "Do this!"... "Do That"éTry my product!"... 
 

Voices that lie: "If you buy our car you'll have lots of friends."  
 

Voices that threaten: "If you don't use our soap, you'll have no friends."  
 

Voices that cajole: "If you don't join our church you're going to hell." 
 

So they give up. 
 

The engineers of the mind behind the commercials go on the 

assumption that you really have no will of your own. You are 

nothing but a complex of warring desires. If they can expose you to 

enough influences to strengthen your desire for what they offer, 

you'll buy. They want you to say to yourself: "I can't help what I am. 

I am a product of my environment. If  I do things that are stupid, 

don't blame it on me, I'm sick ... If I push and step on others as I go 

after what I want, don't blame me. I was born with these drives. I've 

got to satisfy them." 

A man murders his neighbor in cold blood. When they bring him to 

trial, the experts say, "Wait a minute!" Don't be so hard on the man! 

Can't you see he really had nothing to do with what he did? He was 

driven by a compulsion he just couldn't control. He's not 

responsible. He has no will of his own." 

More and more people think of themselves no longer as responsible 

persons, no longer accountable for what they do, heading toward a 

destiny they choose for themselves, be it Heaven or Hell. They think 

of themselves as problem---children who really can't help what they 

are. "I've got to satisfy this desire, or I'll go out on the sidewalk and 

scream! I've got to have this; I've got to have that! Don't expect me 

to keep my promises; I'm too weak." 

And they get away with it, in this world at least.  

Because no matter what they do, there's always someone who will 

stand by their side and say, "Don't you dare touch Jimmy; He's a 

sick boy. His father never gave him the attention he needed."  

It never occurs to anybody that somewhere down inside his sick 

little heart, Jimmy might still have a will . That in his sick way, 
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Jimmy is somehow doing what he wants to do. That Jimmy 

manages to go where he wants to go and to avoid what he chooses 

to avoid. If Jimmy is ever to be healed, somebody's going to have to 

talk to that will inside Jimmy. 

When our Lord dealt with people, whether they were sick or well, 

he treated them as people who had power to choose what they 

wanted to be and do.  
 

Maybe their wills were frustrated.  

Maybe they wanted to be good and always ended up being bad.  

Perhaps they wanted to be well and were forever getting sick.  

But there was will  ... desire.  

And Jesus spoke: to their will.  

"What do you want me to do for you?" he said to the blind man. 

"Do you want to be whole?" he said to the impotent man at the 

pool of Bethesda. 

"If any one wants to come after me, let them deny themselves, 

take up their cross and follow me." 

 

 

Never mind their weakness or stupidity or even their faltering 

faith. Only one thing had to be settled:  

" Is this what you really want?"   
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"Do you want to walk again? Are you willing to take the 

responsibility that goes with having two strong legs? Do you want 

to see again? Do you want to be my disciple?" 

When it was clear to Jesus that the man really wanted to walk a 

different road, the miracle happened.  

"Come on, get up----your sins are forgiven."  

"Go in peace----your faith has made you whole." 

But when he came up against people who were unwilling to make 

up their minds, Jesus did not waste his time. 

"Lord, I'll follow you, but first let me go and bury my father." 

"Let the dead bury their dead, but you go preach the Kingdom 

of God." 

"Lord, I'll follow you, but first let me bid farewell to those who 

are home at my house." 

"No man, having put his hand to the plow and looking back is 

fit for the Kingdom of God." 

When the will was divided, or when it was wishy-washy and 

listless, Jesus let them lie there and vegetate. 

It may seem like a very strange thing for Elisha to tell King Joash 

to strike the ground with a bunch of arrows. But in telling Joash to 

do this, he was making Joash express his will. It was not within 

the power of Joash to conquer the Syrians. The Syrians were too 

strong. To conquer them would require a miracle. Joash has come 

to Elisha asking for the miracle. But how badly does he want it? 

Elisha can tell by watching Joash strike the ground with a hand-

full of arrows. 

We can picture Joash shrugging his shoulders and making a sour 

face and wearily tapping the ground three times with the arrows, 

"So!" says Elisha. "That's all you care. That's all it matters to you, 

three times. All right, three times you'll conquer, and that's all. If 
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you had hit the ground five or six times, if you had shown some 

will, God would have enabled you to consume the enemy, and they 

would never have bothered you again." 

You too are called upon to strike the ground with your arrows to 

prove whether you really mean business about being a disciple of 

Jesus  

----whether you really want to find the Kingdom of God 

----whether you really want to walk as a man or woman of God 
 

----whether you want to conquer this evil that troubles your       

       conscience.  

Are you giving the ground a couple of half-baked taps? Or are 

you taking your arrows and striking the earth like you mean 

business? 

The power is here. The hands of the Son of God are stretched 

out toward you, and in those hands is power. But the power of 

Jesus Christ cannot work in youé. 
 

é. until you will it to work in youé. 

.... until you want it. 

Sometimes people say, "If only I could pray; If only I could lift up 

my voice to heaven and know that God hears me!" Elisha says to 

them, "You want to pray? All right, take these arrows and strike 

the ground. Give me a sample of how badly you want to pray." 

Soon he finds that most of them are only talking. Oh yes, they'd 

like to be able to pray. It would be nice. But watch them fooling 

around with their little bunch of arrows.  

 

They aren't even tapping the ground. 

There's no will there. 

Tomorrow they'll be on another kick. 

The man who wants to pray takes those arrows and 

pounds the earth with them.  
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He starts. He does somethingé Even if it's just to get down on 

his knees and weep.  

To him the Spirit of the living Christ draws near, opens his 

eyes to the unseen God, makes him to know that Someone is 

listening, His prayer is answered. 

" Ask and it shall be given you, seek and you shall find, 

knock and it shall be opened unto you"  

Strike the ground with your arrows.  
 

 
 

Show that you mean business. 

And God will answer. 

Or perhaps there's a certain change you need to make in 

your way of living, a secret problem you have that nobody 

knows about. You tell yourself that this thing that you're 

doing doesn't matter. It isn't hurting anybody. But you 

know it's destroying you. 

"Lord, deliver me from this problem!" ..... 

"All right," he answers, "Take your arrows and strike 

the ground. Let me see how serious you are."  

There's some simple thing that you can do that will show God 

that you really want to change the way you're living.  
 

The instant you do that, 

Heôll come in with all the power you need. 
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There was this little man who was very rich and whose past was 

very sinful. He was like the leader of the Mafia. He was the chief 

tax collector in the city of Jericho. Nobody knew, to look at him, 

that this wealthy sinner was troubled.  

Nobody had any idea that he was yearning somehow to be able to 

change his life. He stood in the crowd that day waiting for Jesus to 

come through town, and the desire that was in his heart to be a 

better man, a different man, caused him to do a strange thing: 

Suddenly this wealthy leader of the publicans is climbing a 

Sycamore tree. He's puffing, sweat is rolling from his neck, but he 

keeps going until he gets up where he can see. 
 

 
 

And what is Zacchaeus doing, climbing that tree? 
 

He is hitting the ground with his arrows. 

He's expressing his will. 

He's shouting in his heart to Heaven, "Help me;" 
 

And Heaven hears. 

"Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at thy 

house," says the Son of God. That day salvation came to 

Zacchaeus. God changed his life. 

No doubt we have a few Zacchaeus's reading these wordsé. You 

are looking for the Master. So far, you haven't found him. You're 

in the crowd, but you don't see him. 

One question: How badly do you want to see Jesus?  
 

Do you want to meet him badly enough to climb a tree?  

To strike the ground with those arrows with all your strength?  

To cry out to God with all your heart? 
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Jesus Christ is able to reveal himself to you.... able to transform 

your life ....able to make you into a son or daughter of God, when 

you prove to him that you are earnestly looking for his help.    
 

"What do you want me to do for you?" 
 

Do you want him to take you by the hand right now and lead you 

into the kingdom of God? Now! Not tomorrow. Not the day after 

tomorrow, Not after you've said goodbye to all your friends.  
 

Now! 

If you do, tell him. Show him. 

The power is God's. But the will is ours. 
 

God never violates your will. God is not going to move your will 

for you. He sends his Son to give you what you want. If you want 

Heaven, he'll give you Heaven. If you want Hell, he won't stop 

you. On the day when you are assigned your final place in this 

universe, don't try to tell God you were sick, that you couldn't help 

what you were. God will tell you that on this dayé. 
 

The nail-pierced hand of his Son knocked on your door. 

 
It didn't force the door. It knocked. 

You choose whether to open it or leave it closed. 
 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, we open the door to you now. Come in. We want and need 

you with us. Forgive us for allowing ourselves to drift. Forgive us for giving up, 

for not being serious in seeking you. Lord, we want to find you. We want to know 

you. We want to follow with all we have. We answer your callé. You are what we 

really want. Your way is what we really want. Make your presence real to 

us.  Conquer every evil in our lives. Take our undefeatable issues, our 

helplessness, our anguish, and the needs in our lives and work the miracles that 

only you can do. We strike the ground. We pound the earth with all the strength 

we have. We know you are able. We know you can do anything. We are willing to 

be healed, we are willing to see your hand, we are willing to open the door to 

your power, grace, and mercy. We are willing and you are able. Amen. 
 

Richard E. Bieber 2015 
Art: All art in public domain except for Wayne Forteôs piece Cacheéwith his permission. 
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IN MY NAME 

 
 

ñIn the name of Jesus!ò shouts the evangelist as he lays hands on a 
weeping man kneeling before him.  

A hush sweeps over the crowd. 

ñHallelujah!ò says the evangelist and raises the man to his feet. 

There is a roar of clapping and praising and foot-stamping and the smiling 

man returns to his seat.  

When itôs all over the man goes home empty and confused.  

Nothing happened.  

But why? 

ñWhatever you ask the Father, he will give it to you in my name.  

Hitherto you have asked nothing in my name.  Ask, and you will 

receive, that your joy may be full.ò  (John 16) 

So why did nothing happen when the evangelist called on the name of 

Jesus? 

The evangelist did not realize he was trifling with the HOLY. 

How is it possible that men and women can prophesy in Jesusô name, 

cast out demons in Jesusô name and do many mighty works in his name, 

and be told by Jesus in the last hour, ñI never knew you.ò? 
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 They were trifling with the HOLY.  

Those who actually know Jesus never use his name lightly. 

They would never use it in a curse. 

They would never tack it on the end of a prayer to make it official. 

 They would never use it to advance their own agenda. 

To those who know him, Jesusô name is wrapped in blinding light. 

His name is like the flame in Mosesô Burning Bush. 

Like the fire that fell on Elijahôs sacrifice. 

 

And being found in human form he humbled himself and 

became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore 

God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 

which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. (Philippians 2) 

 If Jesus is my Lord, I cannot take his name lightly. 

The woman who touched the hem of his garment did it with fear and 

trembling. 
 

Blind Bartimaeus honored Jesus as the Son of David as he cried out for 

help.  
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The ñname of Jesusò is only truly the name of Jesus when it is uttered 

with the humility of faith. 

It is not a formula. 

It is not a magic incantation.  

It is not a password. 

The name of Jesus is holy. 

Only those who understand this can truly pray in Jesusô name. 

Or preach in Jesusô name. 

Or heal in Jesusô name. 

If Jesus is Lord of our daily life, 

 If we walk with him through good times and bad, 

 If we abide in him, and his word abides in usé 

é.his name becomes our protection, power, and joy. 

 
Filled with the Spirit                                         Chris Cook 

 

In that day you will ask in my name; and I do not say to 

you that I shall pray the Father for you; or the Father 

himself loves you, because you have loved me and have 

believed that I came from the Father.      

John 16: 26-27 
 

Richard Bieber  July 2021    

Featured Art:  The generosity of Chris Cook   Chriscookartist.com 
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THE PLURAL PRAYER:  Those Other People 
 

 
 

Those other people. 
 

Who are they? 
 

ñOur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy nameé.ò 

 ñGive us this day our daily breadéò 

ñForgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.ò 

  

Not, ñMy Father who art in heavenéò 

  

Not, ñGive me this day my daily bread.ò 
 

Always ñUs.ò 

 But who are they? 
 

God alone knows who they are. 
 

We could be alone on a mountain top or lost in a desert.  
 

Yet every time we pray The Lordôs prayer, we are joined to these 

servants of God who also are praying. 
 

And we are strengthened. 
 

And so are they. 
 

ñAnd will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he 

delay long over them? I tell you, he will vindicate them speedily. Nevertheless, 

when the Son of man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 

Luke 18:7-8 

 Will he find faith on earth? 
 

Or a world devoid of faithé. 

éexcept for this mysterious remnant,  who ñcry to him day and nightò? 

 

Lord, grant that we may be among them! 
 

Richard Bieber  June 2019 
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WHEN YOU STAND PRAYINGé. 

 
 

Anyone who claims that prayer is easy has not been at it for very long. 
 

We may have a ñprayer honeymoonò when we first encounter Jesus.  
 

Suddenly prayer flows like a river, and awesome things happen.  God 

is answering our prayers almost as fast as we can pray them. 
 

We are like the Israelites crossing the Red Sea.  Itôs a time of great joy, 

as God reveals his goodness and his power. 
 

After the Red Sea comes the Wilderness. Suddenly prayer is a 

mystery.  The answers no longer come flying down from heaven. 
 

Whatôs wrong?  Have we lost touch with God?  Have we taken a 

wrong turn?   
 

Not at all.  The Wilderness is the place where we learn to walk by 

faith.  We are now in the School of Prayer. The Wilderness is where we 

are taught to keep praying, even when nothing makes sense. 
 

When we emerge from the Wilderness and enter the Promised Land of 

faith, prayer becomes the foundation of our walk with God.  
 

Jesusô promise 
 

Jesus never ceases to promise answers to our prayers. He tells us to keep 

praying and never lose heart. 
 

ñWhatever you ask in my name, I will do it,  that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son. òHitherto you have asked nothing in my 

name.  Ask and you will receive that your joy may be full.ò 
 

ñAsk and it will be given you.  Seek and you will find.   

Knock and it will be opened to you.ò 
 

ñAnd will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him day and 

night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he will vindicate 

them speedily.ò 
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(The ñelectò are simply those who cry to him day and night, who are 

connected to God through prayer.) 

 

Our Lord keeps it simple é. 
 

If you ask, you will receive.   

If you pray, your prayer will be answered.  
 

Jesus never tells us why some prayers are answered instantly and others 

require persistent repetition.  He just tells us to pray and keep praying, 

and never give up.    
 

The door to answered prayer 
 

But why should God answer our prayers?   

What claim do we have on God?   
 

Is it our righteousness? 
 

Is it because weôve ñdiscovered the secret of prayerò? 
 

Hardly. 

 

The only claim we have on God is his unspeakable mercy.   
 

Behind every answered prayer is Godôs forgiveness. 

 

ñBehold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!ò 
 

ñFather, forgive them, for they know not what they do.ò 

 

All we like sheep have gone astray.  We have turned every one to his 

own way.  And the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

The forgiveness of the cross is our only claim on God.   
 

Forgiveness has opened heavenôs door, so that we can come to the Father 

and ask. 
 

God answers my prayer, not because Iôm worthy, but because he has 

forgiven me.    
 

Without the unspeakable forgiveness of God, prayer would be impossible. 

 

And our Father does more than forgive us.   

 

He sends us help with our prayers.   
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The Holy Spirit ignites our prayers.  
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how 

to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs 

too deep for words. And he who searches the hearts of men knows what 

is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God.   (Romans 8:26-27) 
 

As long as we are in these bodies we are ñbeginnersò at prayer.   
 

We never become skilled.   

We are never experts.   

We are children.  
 

 And only when we approach the Father as children (rather than 

ñexpertsò) do our prayers receive the help of the Spirit.   

 

The Spirit quickens our faith. 

The Spirit gives us words. 

The Spirit brings our minds into focus. 

 

Every time we pray the Spirit joins us to the cross of 

Jesus.   And doors open. 
 

But there is one essential which is often missed. 
 

The forgiveness of God needs to rule our hearts as we pray. 

 

When you stand praying é. 
 

 

Jesus tells us, 
 

ñWhen you stand praying,  

forgive if you have anything against anyone.ò 
Mark 11:25 

 

If there is a trace of unforgiveness in my spirit my prayer is hindered.   
 

Just as the Father makes prayer possible through his forgivenessé  
 

é.he expects that forgiveness to rule my prayers to him. 
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 ñWhen you stand praying,  

forgive if you have anything against anyone.ò 
 

What do I do if I just cannot find the strength to forgive some detestable 

thing that was done to me or to my loved one? 
 

My first prayer needs to be a prayer for help.   
 

ñLord, Iôm not willing.  But Iôm willing to be made willing.ò 
 

Then I need to pray for the one whom I cannot forgive. 
 

ñLord God, Iôm not sure I can even mean these words.  I need your 

help.  But I am praying that you will flood the one Iôm thinking of with 

your fulfilling mercies, meeting all their needs.ò  (Rex Andrews) 

Many of us have found this prayer, taught by Rex Andrews, to be helpful 

in clearing the way when our prayer is blocked by resentment. 
 

In his teaching about the Lordôs Prayer, Jesus makes clear that Godôs 

forgiveness flows only when we forgive. 
 

ñFor if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

also will forgive you; but if you do not forgive men their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.ò   

(Matthew 6: 14-15) 
 

If weôre having trouble with this, we can be sure of our Lordôs help. 

We need to lay that bitterness before him and ask him to cleanse it in his 

blood.   

And he will. 
 

ñWhen you stand praying, 

 forgive if you have anything against anyone.ò 

 

   
 

Richard Bieber March 2021 
Featured Artist: Elizabeth Wang at radiantlight.uk  
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GO INTO YOUR ROOM AND SHUT THE DOOR! 

 

In a church Jean and I were part of long ago there was a woman we all 

called Aunt Irene.  Aunt Irene had been part of that church from the time 

she was a little girl, when her father was the neighborhood fire 

chief.   Aunt Irene stuck with us through all the changes in our growing 

congregation.  She was delighted to see black folks and Mexicans and 

Arabs becoming part of our church.  But there was one thing that drove 

Aunt Irene around the bend. It was when Mary Foster began to pray.  We 

had open prayer after the sermon, and once Mary Foster got rolling we 

were in for some heavy praying.  Mary Foster had grown up in the black 

church tradition, where open prayer was as natural as breathing.  Mary 

wasnôt putting on a show.  She was crying out to the Lord for help for 

herself, her family and for all of us. 
 

After the service Aunt Irene would go up to Mary Foster and say, ñNow 

Mary, it says in the Bible, óGo into your room and shut the door, and 

pray to your Father in secret.ôò Mary would smile warmly and thank 

Aunt Irene for the kind advice.  Of course, Mary Foster had long since 

been in the habit of going into her room every day and praying to her 

Father in secret.  But Mary was convinced that if you prayed to God in 

secret, it was okay to pray to God in church.  So if next Sunday she felt 

inspired to storm the gates of heaven nothing could stop her. 
 

Aunt Irene and Mary Foster were both right.  Our Lord tells us to go into 

our room and shut the door and pray to our Father in secret.  But itôs also 

clear that the Master has no problem with Mary Fosterôs kind of open 

prayer.  We see it in Acts Chapter 4 when Peter and John were released 

from prison and the believers lifted up prayers so powerful that the place 

where they were gathered was shaken. 
 

Of course, before we can pray like those believers prayed, or like Mary 

Foster prays, we need to learn how to go into our room and shut the door, 

and pray to our Father in secret.   
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And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites; for they 

love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, 

that they may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received 

their reward.  

But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 

your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 

will reward you.  (Matthew 6:5-6) 

ñGo into your room and shut the door.ò  Private prayer is where Godôs 

Spirit teaches us how to pray.  Alone with God each day 

we move from this world into Godôs world.  Thatôs 

where God does things in us and through us that happen 

nowhere else.  In a gathering like this, weôre all at 

different stages in our prayer life.  Some of us may be 

disciplined in spending time alone with God every 

day.  Some of us may approach prayer in a more random 

way. But for the next few minutes, letôs assume that 

weôre all just learning to pray. Actually we are all just 

learning to pray.  Because when it comes to prayer, weôre always 

beginners, beginners to our dying day.  After years as an apostle, Paul 

says,  

ñThe Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to 

pray as we ought.ò   (Romans 8:26) 

When it comes to prayer, we need help, not from some ñprayer expertò 

or some ñspiritual adviser,ò but directly from God.  As long as we are in 

these bodies we need help from the Spirit to enable us to connect with 

God in prayer.  And help from the Spirit is the one thing we can 

absolutely count on. 

ñIf you who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 

those who ask him?ò  (Luke 11:13) 

The Holy Spirit is the one who helps us to pray, intercedes for us with 

sighs too deep for words.  The Spirit prays inside us even as we struggle, 

helping us to actually connect with God. 
 

We can expect help from the Spirit in specific ways. 
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The Spirit of God helps us find the time to pray. 

When we canôt seem to find time to get alone with God each day, itôs 

often because daily prayer looks like just another chore.  Some kind of 

spiritual duty. Do we think of eating our pork chops as a duty?  Drinking 

a cold glass of water when weôre thirsty as a duty?  And how long would 

we survive if we decided that breathing is just too much trouble?  ñOh 

Iôm so tired of breathing, I think Iôll take a break from breathing for a 

day or two.ò   Weôd be dead in minutes! 
 

Prayer is simply spiritual breathing.  And yet the main reason we canôt 

find time to get alone with God daily is because we see it as a chore.  An 

obligation.  A burden.   ñIôd really like to do this, but I just canôt seem to 

find the time.ò   ñI did it for a week once, but couldnôt seem to keep it up.ò 
 

But now weôre going to look to heaven to help us.  Weôre going to let the 

Spirit of God transform that time alone with God each day from an 

ñobligationò to a gift---a gift that refreshes our lives as nothing else in the 

world ever did. 
 

Hereôs where we get recharged.  We go into that room, weary and dull, 

we come out refreshed, ready to face the world.    

The Spirit is going to come down into our confused lives and help us find 

the time to get alone with God each day and pray.  Pretty soon weôll 

wonder how we ever got through our days without it. 

The Spirit of God helps us find the words. 

So here we are, alone with God.  What do we do now?    

How do we even start? 
 

ñAnd in praying do not heap up empty phrases as the 

Gentiles do; for they think that they will be heard for their 

many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows 

what you need before you ask him.  

   Pray then like this:  

Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven.ò 

Matthew 6:7-10 
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Of course we can start our prayers any way we like.  But many of us 

have found the Lordôs Prayer a great way to begin.  The Lordôs Prayer 

helps us to keep it simple, because not one word is wasted.   

It also reminds us that if we want to get through to God we have to get 

right with each other.  
 

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 

Okay, so I prayed the Lordôs Prayer, now what? If words come to us, we 

just start praying.  Maybe we pray out loud, maybe we pray in a 

whisper.  If no words seem to come, maybe itôs time to just listen.  

The Spirit helps us to hear the voice of God. 

Somewhere in that time alone with God we begin to hear him speak to us 

through scripture.  The Bible is the witness of flawed, stubborn, stiff-

necked people like ourselves, who encountered God and found grace.   
 

When we read the Bible we are entering their world. And the same God 

who spoke to them begins to speak to us.   

 

The Bible is like Mount Sinai.  You go up there looking for God, and 

God comes to you like he came to Moses.  Most of us find the psalms 

and the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, are great places to 

begin.  In those gospels we meet a Jesus far different from the ñJesusò 

we find out there in the world , or even in many churches.   

 

We read slowly and let it sink in.   
 

When we hit something that doesnôt make sense we say, ñLord, this 

doesnôt make sense.  Help me to see what this means.ò  
 

Often we come across a word thatôs just what we need. It could be a 

word of encouragement or a word of correction.  Itôs always a word that 

puts power from heaven into our lives.  If Iôm being told to forgive, Iôm 

given power to forgive.  If Iôm directed to right a wrong, heaven gives 

me the strength to do it. 
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The Spirit of God will show us how to intercede for others. 

 

Without a doubt, the most powerful thing we do when weôre alone with 

God, is intercede for other people. 
 

We take time while weôre in that room with the door shut, to lift people 

by name before the Fatherôs throne.  We lift up that name, and if the 

person weôre praying for is a thousand miles away, something from 

Godôs world touches that person.   
 

Sometimes we linger over a name and ask God to touch them with 

healing, or help them out of a financial jam, or guide them to a decent 

job.  But often we just lift up their name before God, trusting that God 

will touch them where they need it. 
 

Once we start doing this, God keeps adding names to our bundle.  Our 

loved ones.  Our neighbors.  People in the church. Our friends.  And 

especially people who give us a hard time.  We donôt pray, ñLord, 

straighten him out!  Make him get off my back!ò   No, we pray, ñFlood 

this person Iôm thinking of with your fulfilling mercy, meeting all their 

needs!ò   
 

We ask the Father to bless them. 
 

The beautiful thing about this work of interceding for others---and it is 

work---is that nobody sees it but God.   

ñOkay,ò you say, ñthat all sounds nice.  But Iôve been praying for Jack 

for five years, and heôs just as ornery as ever.ò  Never mind.  Just keep 

on asking God to bless Jack.  No prayer is ever wasted.   

If we make a habit of daily getting off alone with God, all the power of 

heaven comes to our aid.  And if we do this right, two things will 

happen: 
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First, our life will begin to match our prayers.   
 

Weôll pray for the needy, and God will show us how to help the 

needy.  Weôll pray for the sick, and the Spirit will guide us to visit the 

sick, to call them on the phone and connect with them.  Everything we 

pray for, we will find ourselves doing.  

 

The second thing that will happen is that we will find ourselves thanking 

God more than we ever did before.   
 

Our lives will begin to overflow with gratitude.  We wonôt have to TRY 

to be thankful, weôll just BE thankful. 
 

Aunt Irene has long-since gone to be with the Lord.  As far as I know, 

Mary Foster is still storming heaven with her prayers----every day alone 

with God, and often in her church. 
 

And if Mary Foster were here, Iôm sure sheôd tell us that the best time of 

her day is that time alone with God. 
 

No matter what Kind of prayer life we have at the moment, we all need 

help from the Spirit.  And that help comes with power as we get alone 

with God each day.  
 

Only God knows what challenges weôre each going to face in the future. 
 

Only God knows what challenges our churches are going to face.   

 

There are so many things out there in the future which are beyond our 

control.   
 

One thing we can control, one thing that will help us as nothing else will, 

is this simple practice of daily checking in with God---in that room with 

the world shut out, to get refocused and recharged. 

 

The Spirit of God will help us find the time.  

The Spirit will help us find the words.   

The Spirit will enable us to hear Godôs voice.   
 

The Spirit will put fire from heaven into those prayers we pray 

for each other and for all people.   

 

Whatever challenges we face, the God who answers prayer will give us 

all the help we need if weôll but check in with him each day in that room 

with the door shut.  
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ITôS IN GODôS HANDS 

 

You laid it before God. 

That burden, that problem, that fear. 

ñLord itôs beyond my power. I put it all in your hands!ò 

So leave it there. 

Thereôs nothing wrong with laying it before the Lord every day, 

as long as you keep your hands off it. 

Thereôs nothing wrong with giving God thanks. 

Beyond that, you back off and leave it with God. 

How the kingdom works. 

"The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed upon the 

ground, and should sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 

should sprout and grow, he knows not how. The earth produces of 

itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But 

when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the 

harvest has come."    (Mark 4) 
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The farmer does not dig up the seed to see if itôs sprouting.   

He allows the seed to be hidden in God. 

He lets God run the show. 

In Godôs time the farmer has a crop. 

Once I put my problem in Godôs hands, God does things his way.  

He does not need my help. 

He does not need my advice. 

He wants only my faith. 

We spare ourselves tons of grief, when we back off and give God room 

to do things his way.  

ñTherefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you 

have received it, and it will be yours. And whenever you stand 

praying, forgive, if you have anything against any one."  (Mark 11) 

God will take care of his part.  

All you have to do is take care of yours. 

Believe  

Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you 

have received it, and it will be yours. 

Obey 

ñAnd whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have 

anything against any one.ò 

Prayer- Lord we admit that the burdens, problems and fears that trouble us are beyond 

our control. We canôt solve them, we canôt see beyond them. Lord we give them to you, 

we place them in your capable and loving hands, Lord help us to leave them to you, to 

keep from interfering, from advising you and from manipulating situations to our will. 

We trust you. We trust your sovereign will. We trust your love.  And as we lift our hearts 

to you seeking relief from our distress may your tender mercy strike us to the hearté  to 

extend the same tender mercy and forgiveness to all in our circle. MM 

 
Richard Bieber: July 2021   Featured Art: Rebecca Brogan at John the Baptist Arts 
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AWAKENED THROUGH PRAYER 

 

Abraham is 99 years old.  Heôs sitting at the door of his tent looking 

down over the Jordan Valley.  He can see the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah off in the distance.  Suddenly Abraham leans forward and 

narrows his eyes as he notices three men coming toward him through the 

heat haze.  Something inside Abraham tells him that these are no 

ordinary men.  These are visitors from the World Beyond. 

Abraham calls to Sarah his wife, and tells her to order the servants to 

prepare a feast.  He rises and walks toward his visitors and bows down 

before them in reverent welcome. Soon Abrahamôs visitors are feasting 

on a sumptuous meal.  When the meal is over, one of the visitors 

announces, ñNext year about this time Sarah will bear a son.ò  

Abraham is an old man.  Sarah is an old woman.  How can this 

be?  Abraham pushes his doubts aside and believes --- he knows he has 

just heard a word from God. 

Sarah, listening from inside the tent, begins to laugh. ñIôm going to have 

a baby at my age?  Barren all my life, and now Iôm going to be a 

mother?ò 

Soon after the visitors are gone, Sarah and Abraham experienced an 

awakening in their hearts and in their bodies.  Something comes to life 

within them that was never there before.   

All they have to do is go with the flow.  

A year later Isaac is born. 

When Godôs world breaks in on our world, 

the laws of Godôs world prevail. 
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Wonderful things happen. 

Frightening things happen. 

Such things are happening even as you read these words. 

Suppose those three men come to visit your church and mine next 

Sunday.  They announce, ñNext year about this time this church will be 

filled to capacity week after week with men and women crucified with 

Christ---servants of the kingdom whose hearts burn with fire.ò 

 Would we laugh like Sarah did?  

Yet soon after weôve heard the promise there is an awakening among us, 

like the one that came to Abraham and Sarah.  

Next year about this time our churches are not only full week after week, 

everybodyôs focused and on fire with zeal as never before. 

Godôs promise to Abraham was followed by an awakening. 

When God makes a promise to us, he confirms it with an awakening. 

May God give us ears to hear the promise and hearts to obey the 

command that comes with it. 

____________________ 

One day Jesus looked out over a crowd of people and was moved with 

compassion.  Jesus turned to his disciples and said, ñSee these people? 

Youôre not just looking at a crowd of needy souls, youôre looking at a 

harvest for the Kingdom of God.ò  

When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, for they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to 

his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray 

therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest."  

Matthew 9 


