FORGIVE

Messages by R. E. Bieber



"I WISH | COULD TAKE IT BACK!"

It keeps haunting meé.
The cruel thing | said---and the pain on her face.
The stupid thing | didé.and the

Why does the memory of this thing keep torturing me?
Why can't | drop it and forget it?

Some of these memories pursue us for years.
We wake up at night, and there they are again!
We have a choice:

We can keep carrying our burden of regret for days and
years to comeéor ¢é

We can lay it down at the foot of the cross, and cry out for
help to do better.

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness;
according to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my
transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions:
and my sin is ever before me.

Psalm 51

We cannot take back the cruel thing we said.
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We cannot undo the foolish thing we did.

But we can draw near to the One who has the power to drain
away our guilt...and give us a new start.

Create in me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from thy presence;
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation;
and uphold me with thy free Spirit. Psalm 51

Prayer: Lord, weknowwec a rb@ckthethingswe havedoneto hurt others,
But Lord we canaskthat youlimit the damagewne havedone. Weaskthat any
whomwe havehurt are healed thatin their pain, theyhearyour tendervoice.
Thatdespiteour sin, that your redemptivegpowercontinuego work miracles
whichovercomenydarknessve havewrought. AndyesLord, we
acknowledg®ur sins,our arrogance our lack of love,our lack of reverence
andthankfulnessor all thatyouare andall youhavedone. Havemercyon us
accordingto yourtendermercyandyour loving kindnessCleanseusof these
sinsthat separateusfromyou.Createin uscleanheartsandrights p i r i t
whichloveyou,love others,whichdesireto live mercybecausef your mercy.
Draw usinto your presencegain,acceptus,fill uswith your Holy Spirit, free
ussowe mayexultin whoyouare andlive livesthatbring healing,not hurt. So
we cansingsongsof thankfulnesgor your beauty your love,your mercy,and
all youare. Amen.

MessageRichardE. Bieber2019
Art: Courtesyof Daniel Gerhartzat danielgerhartz.com




FORGIVENESS: THE POWER THAT DRAWS

"Now is the judgment of this world, now shall the ruler of this
world be cast out; And I, when | am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men to myself." He said this to show by what

death he was to die.
John 12:3133

If there's any passage in scripture which needs to be received as
light to search out the dark difficult passages it is this one. "l will
drew all men (women)." "From my cross | will dralN." This does
not mean that all the fish which are drawn into the net survive the
final judgment. There will be a separation at the end.

But all will be drawn.

They are being drawn to him by a desperate need which is being
taken care of on that cross. They may not all accept what is being
offered on the cross, but they are going to see it and at least taste it,
so that they will never again be able to s&8yt'Lord, | never

realized such a gift could be mine." "Nobody ever told me." "It was
never made clear to me."



And so the fishing chapter of Luke 5 proceeds with a sign which
makes clear exactly what it is that draws the fish into the net.

On one of those days, as he was teaching, there were
Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come
from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem;
and the power of the Lord was with him to heal. And behold,
men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and
they sought to bring him in and lay him bere Jesus; but
finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the
tiles into the midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith
he said, "Man, your sins are forgiven you." And the scribes
and the Pharisees began to question, saying, "Who is this that
speaks blashemies? Who can forgive sins but God only?"
When Jesus perceived their questionings, he answered them,
"Why do you question in your hearts?

Which is easier to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you, or to say,
'Rise and walk'? But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins*-- he said to the man
who was paralyzeé "l say to you, rise, take up your bed and
go home." And immediately he rose before them, and took up
that on which he lay, and went home, glorifying God. And
amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were
filled with awe, saying, fiWe
(Luke 5:17:29

They bring a man for healing for his paralysis but cannot penetrate
the crowd. What is it that has drawn such a crowd? What is it that

causes these men to go to such lengths to get their friend in there?
Jesus pulls back the veil and showgiugla n, your si ns
y 0 u"But Lord, that's not what he came for. He came to be healed.
Besides who can forgive sins but God alone?"

~ "Why do you question in your hearts?
Which is easier to say? But that you may know that
the Son of man has authority on earth forgive sins...

Rise, take up your bed and go home."



Behind every step toward Jesus that anyone takes for whatever

reason, whether it's for healing or for teachlng?(_.... Nicodemus

asking questions or the woman at the well asking for living water...
€ is the underlying thirst f

d I, when I am |ifted
e cross) will draw al/l

iBehold the Lamb of God whoo t a
John 1:29

The fish are swimming into that net to be unburdened.
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Human souls are coming to Jesus to be delivered of their guilt...to
be forgiven. That's how we got to him. What else was it that drew
us to Jesus of Nazareth but our need of forgiveness?

We found peace at his cross. And as long as our vision of Jesus'
cross remains fresh we continue to have peace. We keeﬁ bringing
our broken hearts and our needy lives to the Lamb, and his
forgiveness makes us whole.

Moreover, we find that as long as the Spirit of Calvary's
forgiveness remains on us

people are drawn to us
s ; T

--- drawn by the forgiveness of God which is on us and in us and
overflowing us.

But a strange thing often happens to people who have been to
Calvary and tasted God's forgiveness. It happened to the believer:
in Galatia. It has happened, at one time or another, to most of us.

€ Instead of seeing that our
stops...even when we're walking in the Spirit, even when our lives
have undergone marvelous changes.... that we're still drawing our
life from the Lamb that was slain.

€ Instead of seeinﬁ_thi_s and |
praise to God for i's kindnes:
€We make the subtle switch int
confidence is irour insights,our victories, andur spiritual
achievements.

€ We | ook at how we've change:q
with considerable satisfaction. _ _
€ And we | ook with growing i mj

struggling saints around us who are still blowing it.
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"Man", what's the matter with them?"
ifGod | thank thee that Il "' m n

And as soon as we start thinking along those lines the fish are no
longer drawn to us. Nor do our minds enjoy the peace they once had.

If only we could see how desperately we need to get back to Calvary.

"Two men went up into the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector..."

Luke 18:10

They were both drawn to the temple by the same need.
There was a burden, a weight pressing down on their heart.

The Pharisee tried to ease this burdefjubtifying himself.
"God, | thank thee that | am

'Ic';h%tax collector cried out toave the burden liftedy the hands of
od.

"God, be merciful to me a sinner."

If only the Pharisee could have admitted that this burden pressing on
him was a burden of guilt and that his despising of other men was
only increasing it...and that only God could remove it.

You take a plane to Jamaica for a few days vacation. But when you
enter the airport terminal you know there's been a mistake: this isn't
Jamaica! You're in a world stranger than a dream. Every soul in sight
is walking, in a stooped position, bent under the weight of a huge
burlap bag filled with something heavy. Old women, young children,
well-dressed executives. As you enter the hotel lobby everyone stares
at you from under their burdens. You mutter to your $Bidn't stare

at me you dummies. You're the fools, not me."

The desk clerk has the weight on his back encased in velvet and em
bellished with sequins. The young woman singing in the lounge is
bent over the microphone with her burden covered with shiny pink
satin. After a night's sleep you gather up the courage to go out once
more among these strange people with their everlasting burdens.

In the restaurant you come across adefissed young man who is
stooped over like the rest, but his burden seems to be much smaller.
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"Could you please explain to me why your burden is smaller
than all the others I've seen?"

"I've been to a shrink who brought my burden down to a more
convenient size. Don't you think'it's an improvement? See how
much better my clothes fit."

"And | suppose,you reply,"your burden is also much lighter?"

"Ah," he answers,there's the rub. It still weighs exactly the
same. It looks better but it weighs the same."

AnBut | don'ybucny.risiteeally heaessdry for you
folks to carry these burdens? Why don't you simply dump those
weights from %/our backs and set yourselves fré&®@'man

looks you in the eye and answers,

"For the same reason that you, and all the people where you come
from, carry exactly the same burden we do. That lady's burden is
big, mine is small....yours is invisible, but they all weigh the same."

And suddenly you realize as you stand there talking to the man that
you're as stooped over as he is! Just then your young friend points t
a crowd that is coming together across the street in a little park,
drawn to a man standing under a sign, "BURDENS LIFTED FREE
OF CHARGE™'Is it possible?"shouts your friend and runs to join

the crowd. Minutes later the man returns standing erect and free.
"Wonderful! It really works! Why don't you go have your burden
lifted?"......"What burden?'you reply.

"God, | thank thee that | am not as other men are...."

It can happen even to Christians who have been to the cross and he

laid their burden down. If they're not living in the forgiveness of God

with thankful hearts and mercy

]Ei';lkehn their burden back, they've turned from the Spirit back to the
esh.



0 foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose
eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? Let
me ask you only this: Did you peive the Spirit by works of
the law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish?
Having begun with the Spirit, are you now ending with the
flesh? Did you experience so many things in vair?if it
really is in vain. Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and
works miracles among you do so by works of the law, or by
hearing with faith? alatians 3:15

"Before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as
crucified....”

When they put their faith in that their sins rolled away and the Spirit
came. When they return to that they will revive.

We don't just go to the cross once.
We live at the cross.
We keep turning to it as long as we live.

But far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified
to me, and | to the world. Galatians 6:14

People are drawn to the crucified Lamb because he takes away their
burden. He forgives their sin.

I f they are going to be drawn t

€ We have to be Iliving in th
constantly, day and night.




"God, be merciful to me, a sinner...."
“Lord, have mercy on me."

_ "Not my brother, nor my sister,
but it's me, 0 Lord, standing in the need of prayer."

It's when we live at the cross ourselves that the burdened ones are
drawn and forgiven and healed and changed.

God help us to put behind us today and everyday our flesh's endless

lust to justigl itself by passing judgment on every life that falls short
of our standards.

God help us to turn to the cross right now and to keep turning to the
cross and be justified, forgiven, healed, quickened by the Lamb so
that when we go forth in his mercy and proclaim his forgiveness to

those for whom he died they may be drawn by the forgiveness which

rests on us and rules our hearts.

Prayer Lord we come to your cross in such need of your forgiveness, again
again you forgive us, you heal us, you take our broken lives and make us w
You have been so merciful to us, we have no right tsedfirighteousness

Lord forgive us for this. Help us to live in the power of your forgiveness, nev
letting go of it as we touch each person in our livamen.

Richard Bieber 2003
Art: Rebecca Brogan atjtbart.com
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PRIESTS OF FORGIVENESS

Every one of us has met people along the way who had a strange

impact on us for good. Outwardly there's nothing special about this
person. They're quite ordinary. But somehow, when you're around
this man, this woman, you feel cleaner. They give you hope.

Often we're too dumb to realize the blessing that this person has beer
until years later. There was this teacher when | was six years old in
second grade: Miss Weidman. Looking back after all these years,
there was something about that woman. She wasn't much to look at.
She had her bad days, like when she lost her voice and could hardly
speak. But she left a mark on our lives, young as we were, that came
from heaven.
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| can still remember the sound of her voice. How she taught us little
kids the 1st Psalm.

Blessed is the marthat walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly,

Nor standeth in the way of sinners,
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the |

She burned that Psalm into our memories, along with spelling and
arithmetic.

When Jesus tells us that the gospel of the Kingdom will be preachec
throughout the whole worl déand
talking about bigiime evangelists, or gospel satellites, or preachers
running around in their little clerical collars. He's talking about folks
like Miss Weidman. Men and women with no official status,
suddenly popping up all over the place, flooding the earth with the
gl ory of Godé By the way they
their mouths.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever,
Amen. Revelation 1

"é. Made us priests.," not the
Not these people who make their living claiming a certain authority
over the rest of us. "I'm the priest. I'm up here. And you're a

|l aymané you're down there. And

Not that kind of priest.

This kind of priest.....Peter is writing to a gathering of ordinary
people like you and me. This is what he tells them... and us:
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But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God's own people, that you may declare the
wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light. | Peter 2

"A Royal Priesthood." Miss Weidman was part of that royal
priesthood. Her priesthood was outside the structure. But she carried
inside her the Spirit of the True High Priest: Jesus, who took his own
blood into the Holy of Holies and atoned for us all.

Nobody officially ordained Miss Weidman. Nobody dolled her up in
fancy robes. But she prayed for us. She brought God to us. She
taught us the meaning of the First Psalm, burned it into our
memories.. She was a sign of the coming kingdom.

And as this old earth speeds toward its Day of Accounting, the hour
is coming when thousands of Miss Weidmans are going to spread
over this earth. And who should be numbered among these God
ordained priests, but people like you and me.

Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, even so | send you." And when he had
said this, he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive
the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven, if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
John 20

He breathed on them. Commanded them to receive the Holy Spirit.
And sent them out with the gospel of forgiveness.

"If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven, if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Does this mean that they could go out and start separating the sheep
from the goats?

"You're forgiven, heaven has come to you!"
"You're not forgiven, you're on your way to hell!"
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No. Peter, James and John and Mary Magdalene, and all the others
were as ordinary as you and |. But they were given by Jesus the
power of his cross. Supernatural forgiveness, that washes us clean,
gives us a new start, sets us free.

If we open our hearts and receive this forgiveneasd live it--

(When you stand praying, forgive if you have anything against
anyone), then heaven has begun for us. All we have to do is stay on
the road.

On the other hand, if we close our hearts to this forgiveness, or if we
say, "Thank you, Lord!" but refuse to forgive our brothéinen our

sins are retained. Not only retained, but put us in worse shape than
we'd never heard the gospdbecause we've seen the light and
rejected it.

Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, even so | send you." And when he had said this
he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven, if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
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The Risen Lord is saying exactly those words to us.

---Peace be with you.

---As the Father has sent me, even so | send you.

---Receive the Holy Spirit.

---If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven, if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.

“I'm putting into you the gospel of forgiveness. Live this gospel, and
as you do, the lives you touch will be changate way or the
other"

Miss Weidman was a priest, with one simple gift, one simple power:
the gospel of forgiveness, which she poured into a bunch of little
kids. If you are a follower of Jesus, you are a priest, with one simple
gift, one simple power: the gospel of forgiveness which you are to
pour into the lives you touch.

Today we eat the bread and drink the wine. What is this food?
Forgiveness!

"My body, given for you.
My blood, shed for your sins."
Forgiveness! God's forgiveness! So now you have received it afresh.

It's in you. What does that make you? You are broken bread and
pouredout wine for the lives you touch. A priest of forgiveness.




When we go forth into the world as priests of forgiveness, we are
going to encounter four kinds of people in our daily walk:

Busy climbers.Whose main object in life is to get ahead. They're in
a hurry. They have things to do. They don't have time to listen. But
every once in a while they crash into a stone wall. It wakes them up,
and they begin to ask, "What's it all about? Where am | going?"
That's when the Lord sends one of us along with a word of hope.

Bitter skeptics. Whose hearts have been hardened by all the bad
breaks. "Why should | believe in God, after all I've been through?"
But sometimes the light comes on, and they discover that they're
sitting in a pool of selpity. They're ashamed. Baffled. And along
comes one of us with a word of hope.

Forgotten outcastsLliving on the margins of life, trying to survive

as best they can. You find them in the strangest places. Often close
to home than one would think. But once they're invited to the
Banquet Hall, they rise up with joy and come. "Go out into the
streets and lanes of the city and bring in the poor, the maimed, the
halt and the blind."

Thirsty seekers People who are looking for something more than
this world offers. Money doesn't do it for them. Fame is useless.
Pleasure doesn't satisfy. Whether they know it or not, they're looking
for God. And the instant they get the slightest sip of the Living
Water, their eyes light up.

Busy c¢climbersé. bitter skeptics
seekers. And Jesus laid down his life for every one of them. Shed hi
blood. Brought down heaven's forgiveness which alone is able to
heal their souls and raise them to life.

"As the Father has sent me, so | send you.
Receive the Holy Spirit."

"é. And now pour out my forgive
16



By the way you treat them.

By the way you pray for them.
By the words you speak to them.
Just by being there for them."

Those people out there the climbers, the skeptics, the outcasts and
the seekers, are all walking around with a burden that weighs them
down. Deep in their souls they know that something isn't right.
Something's missing.

So when the Lord sends us out as priests of forgiveness, we don't
have to have all the answers. We don't have to have the gift of gab.
We just need to be there in his name, and trust that he will guide us.

In his name and by his power, we're going to set the captives free,
bring them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to
God.

Because the Lord God has given us through his Son,

The tongue of those who are taught. That we might know how to
sustain with a word him that is weary. Morning by morning, he
wakens, He wakens our ear, to hear as those who are taught.

Isaiah 50

" Peace be with you.
17



As the Father has sent me, so | send you.

Receive the Holy Spirit.

Now take my forgiveness out there as a teaged freedom sword
and bring God's life to all who will receive it.

And Lo, | am with you always, to the end of the age."

Prayer: Holy Lord, Send us, send us to be priests of your forgiveness.

Empower us to pour the holy act of forgiveness out willingly, freely, lovi
We know that nothing can overcome this power of forgiveness, becausg
infused with you dear Lord...yolU
will find you. It is this weapon that breaks the power of darkness bringin
freedom and life to the forgiven and the forgivers.

Richard Bieber 2013
Art: Ramone Romero é Japan
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THEY WILL KNOW THAT YOU
ARE MY DISCIPLESe

ABy this al/l peopl e wil/l know

if you have love for one another."
John 13

| t 6 s tbhttem commakd for all who follow Jesus.
A command, not an option.

AiThis is my commandment, that you love one another as
|l have |l oved you.0 AThis | comm
anotheroJohn 14

Yet, it is a rare thing to see followers of Jesus manifesting love
for one another e .

7z

é . across all the barriers we

nAre those people really believers? 0

We sniff out their doctrines.

We check their politics.

We measure their commitment.

We evaluate their grasp of scripture.

We roll our eyes at the way they worship.
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The fire of God is falling on the Body of Christ worldwide,
calling us to repent and obey

This fire is dividing those who repent from those whose love
is missing, limited, or false.

AThat you | ove one another
ALord, how can | | ove that Rep
ABy getting over yourself and
ALord, how can | Il-govoed eerh?7adt De m
ABy getting over yourself and
ALord I 6m tired of hearing her
be | ost. o

ASo you canodot | ove her?0
ALord, that guy says he believ
far as | can see his |life does
AfiSo | ove him anyway. o

ASi ster Brown says sheds O6Spir
the town gossip?bo0

Al 6ll do the judging. You do

20



And how do we love our sisters and brothers
with the Lordds kind of | o\

We treat them with high honor.

't is impossible to | ove someon
treat them with high honor.

His love in us belittles no one.
Hi s |l ove in us sees the fdtho

We care about them.

Godds | ove moves us to care abo
who claims Jesus as Lord.

We repent of the jaundiced eye and the cold heart and
all ow the Lorddés |l ove to hum

€. Until we care enough to wash

21



We pray for them constantly.

Confess your sins to one another, and
pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous man
has great power in its effects. |
John 5

We lift them up before the throne by name day after day,
these sisters and brothers with whom we have only one
thing in common: Jesus.

We may not see eye to eye on doctrine.
We may be on opposite sides of a thousand issues.

We simply trust that they are trying to follow the same
Jesus we are.

Maybe theydre misguided.
Maybe we are misguided.

What better thing to do than to lift them before the Father
every day and plead his blessing on them?

We listen to them with the ear of the Lord.

When Jesus encountered the woman at the well, or blind Bar-
Timaeus, or even Simon the Pharisee, he listened with grace
and responded with quiet truth.

His ear was as open as the ear of his Father.
And our ear needs to be as open as the ear of our Master.

Back off, be still, and listen.
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We speak to them and with

glven.

Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with
salt,
so that you may know how you ought to answer every
one.

Colossians 4

We repent of our attitudes and opinions as we speak to a
sister or a brother in the Lord.

We speak with integrity and humility.

Our desire is to encourage and bless.

If we think a rebuke is needed, may the Lord enable us
to do it with fear and trembling.

We forgive and ask for forgiveness.

The Body of Christ is a School of Forgiveness.

In his wisdom the Lord puts us together with people with
whom we have nothing in common but Jesus.

Irritations arise.

Conflicts emerge.
23
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Now Jesus is giving us a little exercise in the practice of
patience, forbearance and forgiveness.

At the same time the Master is using our strange ways to try
the patience of sisters and brothers.

The more we practice forgiveness, the more our love for one
another increases.

We walk through fire with them.

A

Hel d together by the Masteros
other,

€. we approach the coming days
We will walk together through smoke and flames and the

chaos of a world in free-fall.

fferences wil/l

Suddenly our di
| becomeé.

l ove in us wi
our strength, our unity, our power, our authority over evil.

We let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which you were called in the one Body.
And be thankful.
Colossians 3

No matter how violent the storm, we are together in the boat
with Jesus. This time he does not raise his hand and rebuke
the wind and the waves.

This time he simply says to us,
NnPeace be with you.

And we are not afraid.
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7

Al | we need i sé
His love in us,

Our love for him,

Our love for each other,

Prayer Lord we fall before you in our great failure to love one anoth
as you love us. We repent of this, we grieve that the love we shoulc
have is stopped up by our opinions and attitudes and divisive thoug
We know this separates us from you. Without this love pouring out
us, we are dead inside and outside. We seek to come to life again.
we seek true | ove for our brot
struggle with feeling it, Lord, help us to act on it until it is redlelp

us to treat our brothers and sisters with dignity. Help us to truly carg
for them. Help us to be there for them. Help us to pray for them
constantly. Help us to listen to them with true attention and concerr
Help us to speak lovingly, kindly and graciously to them. And Lord
help us to pour blessings on them. Light our hearts with the knowle
that we all cling to you together. Nothing, no difference between us
changes that. May we draw closer to each other, leading us to find
your love and your peace in the love we have for one another and
opening the eyes of the world to the power of your love. Amen.

Original: REB May 2021
Art: All by Lars Justinen via Good Salt license
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THE MERCY PRAYER

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

Matthew 5:44
| t doesnot make sense

| finally landed a decent job, good pay, beautiful place.
Except for one thing: my boss. From Day One he decided |

dondt bel ong. He tells me to
leaves me alone. Makes my life miserable. Human

Resources wono6t help. So I 6m
And |1 6m supposed to pray for

| thought | found my Prince. We had a magnificent wedding.

A great honeymoon. A few pleasant years.But now, with

three little ones in a beautiful house my Prince has turned

into a Monster. A few drinks and he comes home in a rage.

He beats me. Heol | beat the |
Life is intolerable, actually
are heading for a shelter before he gets home tonight. And

|l 6m supposed to pray for him?
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Maybe in Galilee

Maybe back in those days, when life was sane, Jesus could
say,

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.
But in this world of lies, greed and violence, who in their right

mind would waste time praying for those monsters who make
our lives a terror?

|l td6s the same worl d

Actually, the world back then w
now. And no less violent.
When Jesus showed us the way of
revealing the only way to live in any world.

The only way that works.

The way he lived to his dying breath.

They whipped him, beat him, taunted him, and nailed him to a
cross to die.

Did he call down curses from heaven?
Did he threaten them with the fires of hell?
He prayed for them.
nFather, forgive them, for the

That prayer had unspeakable power. Power that hovers over
us as | write these words---and as you read them.
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Gododés forgiveness fl ows 1iKk
That forgiveness enters us and transforms us.

But it refuses to stagnate within us.

Either Goddéds forgiveness fl ows
wronged us or it disappears.

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.

Forgiveness is Godbdés suBoene p
amazing grace.

When the risen Lord said, fndPea
trembling disciples, he was flooding their lives with forgiveness

Forgiveness for their cowardice, their unbelief.

The instant we receive Godods f
to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.

When it seems impossible to forgive the one who destroyed
our life, the Spirit of God comes like a wind at our back and
helps us break through our bitterness.
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The Mercy Prayer

Many years ago Rex Andrews, a Bible teacher in Zion, Illinois,

lost his way. Andrews suffered through a long season of

devastating guilt and despair, until the Lord found him, forgave

him, and restored him to life. From then on, the theme of Rex
Andrewso | ife was Godods unspeak
Andrews was wronged or slandered, he would pray what he

cal [T Mercy Prayero:

Lord, flood the person | am thinking of with your fulfilling
mercies, meeting all their needs!

Il tés not al ways e aSometimeswephavatp t h

begin by saying, ALor d, l dm not
| pray mercy on this person. Help me to keep praying the
words wuntil |l can say them from

Why should we stumble through life loaded down with
bitterness toward those who have wronged us?

The same Master who paid our debt with his own blood will
help us clear away those debts we hold against our
tormentors.

And fill us with his peace.

Prayer: Bel oved Lord, you cover u
and again you wrap us in your tender mercy. But we are stagnating in an
resentment, criticism and hurt. Jesus, release us from this torment. We ne
your help to break through this bitterness. We want to be filled to be filled
your love and peace instead. Transform our hearts. Empower us to love tf
who have hurt us, wronged us, betrayed us, those who annoy us, and tho
oppose us. May your forgiveness and healing flow from our broken and tw
hearts. Give us hearts that truly desire for others to be covered irtgnoder
mercy. Flood them with your loving mercy, meet their needs, give them th
hearts desire. Bless them, bless them. Amen.

Message written August 202@Rard E. Bieber
Art: By permission Rik Berry aikberry.com
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FORBEARANCE

And as they sat at table in the house, behold many

tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with

Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees

saw this, they said to his di

teacher eat with tax collecto
Matthew 9:10

"Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?"

they ask. Peter looks at John, John looks at Thomas, they

shrug their shoulders. Before these men started hanging

around with Jesus, they would not have been caught dead

eating with tax collectors and sinners. Eating with tax
collectors is all new to t 8cem,
Jesus comes to the rescue:

"Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. Go and learn what this
means: | desire mercy, and not sacrifice."
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"Go learn what this means: | desire mercy, not sacrifice."

Jesus was quoting from Hosea 6:6, a passage that the

Pharisees knew well. The Pharisees, being extremely

religious, could not understand how Jesus, if he is a man of

God, could be so lax as to fellowship with sinners. J e sus 0
approach was disturbing to them. There was an openness, an

ease with people that made the Pharisees uncomfortable.

They had been taught all their lives to stay away from "worldly
people.” If you were to attend a synagogue controlled by the
Pharisees (and the Pharisees then controlled most

synagogues the way the "Pharisees" today control most

churches) you would find the atmosphere of a closed

corporation. iYou don't come up to our
you doi n @ntheethar Raad, if you went into a

gathering where Jesus was teaching, you would find an open
atmosphere. Peopl e feel at home; they
they call you by name. Scribes and Pharisees are mixed in

with tax collectors and sinners---even a few priests. The
difference between those Pharisee-dominated synagogues

and those gatherings where Jesus was teaching, was this:

The synagogues were pervaded by an atmosphere of

judgment, ' n Jesusd6 gatherings, the
forbearance. Peopl e were for beaard ng,
each other, toward the newcomer, toward the sinner who

came stumbling in from the world, looking for help.
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Forbearance:
The generous overlooking of insult or injury.

Let's face it: most of our churches today resemble the
Pharisee-dominated synagogue much more than those

gatherings where Jesus was present. "Tax collectors and
sinners" dono6t feel too colmfor
fact, lots of people who attend our churches feel

uncomfortable. Watch them as they approach the door. They
stiffen, then they put on a spiritual smile. 6 Check me of
| 6m going in there to suffer f
(you old gossip. | heard what you said about me behind my

back.) Hi, brother Bill; Good to see ya! (I wonder how much

he lost at the Casino thisweek.) (Uh-Oh, | ook whoo:
today! Charlie cametorepent. Heés been on a d
week; now heds coming to churc
in the house.) H i Charli e, how are you?~

Whereds the forbearance?

The enemy of forbearance is self-righteousness.

When 1 6m full of my own right
sins look very sinful indeed.
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