
CHARIOTS OF FIRE 

 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 

blind, to set the oppressed free…   (Luke 4:18) 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall 

the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  (Isaiah 35:5-6) 

The prophetic church is to have the same impact on the world around it that Jesus had during his ministry of 

flesh and blood on Israel.  

The prophetic church is to be a sign of the Kingdom so clear that nobody, seeing that sign can ever again have 

an excuse.  They can never say,” Oh, but I didn't know, I never saw, nobody told me”. 

Just as Jesus was a sign to Capernaum, Bethesda, and Jerusalem of the Kingdom of God… 

People watching Jesus heal the sick were seeing the Kingdom, 

People listening to Jesus speak were hearing a word right from the mouth of God. 

So we, along with all members of the Body of Christ, are to be a sign to the city and environs of where we are… 

of the Kingdom of God just as clear as Jesus was a sign. So that people seeing what are doing, are seeing God's 

Kingdom and hearing us speak are hearing a word from God. 

Now, theoretically that sounds okay.  But when we take this down and apply it to a specific struggling 

congregation, and say that this insignificant congregation here is to be a sign of the Kingdom of God in this city 

and is to have an impact for the Kingdom of God on this city.  

To the natural mind, it seems a little bit absurd, almost pretentious… “were not big enough. We're too small. We 

don't have the resources.  We are in the wrong location. We don't have the connections to make any impact on 

this city. We just don't have what it takes to make even the slightest effect on the city and its environs.” If we 

were to meet for 50 years more, and packed the place every Sunday, and had a wonderful time in fellowship 

with each other and were to go out there seriously proclaiming the Kingdom of God every day of the week, 

most likely this city would go on about its business, almost unaffected, not knowing we even exist.  

How could we even make an impact? 



But the answer of the Lord to us is… 

“Have No Fear! It's not your Kingdom, it's my Kingdom. 

 And you will make an impact on this city. You will be a sign of the Kingdom of God. 

 You are at exactly the right place, and it's exactly the right time to manifest my glory”.  

Once when the king of Syria was warring against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, saying, 

“At such and such a place shall be my camp.” But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, 

“Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are going down there.”  And the king of 

Israel sent to the place about which the man of God told him. Thus he used to warn him, so that he 

saved himself there more than once or twice. 
  

And the mind of the king of Syria was greatly troubled because of this thing, and he called his 

servants and said to them, “Will you not show me who of us is for the king of Israel?” And one of 

his servants said, “None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of 

Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.”  
 

And he said, “Go and see where he is, that I may send and seize him.” It was told him, “Behold, he 

is in Dothan.”  So he sent there horses and chariots and a great army, and they came by night and 

surrounded the city. 
   
When the servant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, behold, an army with 

horses and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 
  

He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  

Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” 

So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of 

horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

2 Kings 6:8-17 (ESV) 

To the natural eye, it looked absolutely hopeless. There was no way out of this thing. Because the natural eye 

was incapable of seeing the horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. And those horses and chariots of fire 

didn't shed a drop of blood. They were there simply to answer the prayers of this man of God. And so Elisha 

would pray and eyes would open. That's what he was there for. 

Elisha was in exactly the right place, at exactly the right time, to manifest the glory of God, not only to his 

doubting servant, but to all Israel, and to all Syria, to Jew and Gentile, to believer and unbeliever. 

 
And when the Syrians came down against him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, “Please strike 

this people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness in accordance with the prayer of 

Elisha.  And Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, and this is not the city. Follow me, and I will 

bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria. 
 

As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “O Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may 

see.” So the Lord opened their eyes and they saw, and behold, they were in the midst of Samaria.   

As soon as the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My father, shall I strike them down? 

Shall I strike them down?”  He answered, “You shall not strike them down. Would you strike down 

those whom you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow?  
 

Set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their master.”  So he 

prepared for them a great feast, and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they 

went to their master. And the Syrians did not come again on raids into the land of Israel. 

2 Kings 6:18-23 



Notice, Elisha didn't say, well, I think it's time for us to have a revival and then try to make one happen. He fit 

into the movement of the Kingdom of God, fit into the movement of the Spirit of God. Those chariots of fire 

were not there to shed blood; they were there to answer his prayer.  

All Elisha did was pray. 

He prayed eyes open and shut, by means of the chariots of fire. 

 

“O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” 

His eyes opened.  He sees the chariots of fire and the horses of fire. Then Elisha prays… 

 “Please strike this people with blindness.” 

So the chariots of fire come and they put a veil over the eyes of the army of the Syrians. 

He leads them into Samaria, and he prays. 

“O Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see.” 

And the chariots of fire open their eyes. 

This is exactly what Jesus did. 

Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and that 

those who see may become blind.”   (John 9:39)  

And when John the Baptist was becoming panicky about whether Jesus was going to do anything significant. 

Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 

said to him, “Are you he who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see:  the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 

are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached 

to them.   (Matthew 11: 2-5) 

The chariots of fire are busy answering the prayers of our Lord, confirming his word. 

So if we are going to make an impact on this city in exactly the same way; it’s by means of the chariots of fire.  

They make it possible for us to pray and eyes will open. 

They make it possible for us to speak and ears will open. 



What we need to understand is that the real work is not done by us; it's done by those horses and chariots of fire.  

In other words, from God’s side, 

God in the realm of Spirit, God at the throne of the universe…answers our prayers. 

We pray…..and eyes open because he answers our prayers. 

We speak…and ears open because he confirms our words. 

This is what Jesus is getting at when he says… 

Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

Matthew 18:18 

  

Our responsibility as a prophetic church is to bring the horses and chariots of fire, those heavenly chariots, to 

bear on earthly eyes and ears. 

There are two lessons to put into practice as we exercise our ministries, out there in the world. 

Remember as we practice these two lessons that the power that causes it to be possible is the Spirit of God 

moving through the body. 

We're not individualistic. 

We're not Lone Rangers. 

We're not individuals operating independently of the rest of the body. 

We are part of the body. 

We're drawn together.           

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them 

by my Father in heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them.” 

Matthew 18:19-20 

 We come together as a body so that he can fill us with what we need so that we can then go out and exercise the 

ministry. 

Lesson #1 

We are to pray people’s eyes open. 

“Open his eyes that he may see, oh Lord”! 

We need to be specific in our praying for people.    

“Lord God, open their eyes that they may see your son, that they may know his glory, that they may experience 

his mercy.”    



Sometime soon your phone might ring, you might get an email, a text, some opening.  Someone reaching out to 

you because they’re discouraged, they’re overwhelmed with guilt or they’re upset, anxious, nervous, or angry 

about something. And then is when you begin to speak. 

You listen, and you speak. 

 But as you listen, and as you speak, you also pray… 

“Lord God opened his eyes, open his eyes, and open her eyes. That they may see”. 

Expect to get some exercise in opening blind eyes soon. And even if it seems to go slowly, remember…. 

It's the horses and chariots of fire that do the work.  We pray and they move. 

Lesson #2          

We're to speak people ears open. 

Open their ears with a spoken word. 

True, not every ear is open for a word from God. God knows who is open and who is not, so Jesus would 

say…He who has ears to hear let him hear. (Matthew 11:15). But some who hear will respond.  And the only 

way the ear opens is through a spoken word …. by the Word itself;  not ramming verse after verse down 

someone’s throat. But speaking a word whether it's directly out of Kings James or whether it's straight from 

your heart, speaking a word that you know is a word of comfort, a word of encouragement, or even a word of 

rebuke, but a word.  

And trust that it will happen that the word you speak will somehow be confirmed.  

Know that. 

Wherever we are, the exact place where we are, whether it’s a Tuesday afternoon or Thursday evening or Friday 

morning, believe that there will be an opening to speak a word of encouragement, or a word of hope, or a 

specific word about Jesus. 

Just speak it, and trust that the chariots of fire will do the work. 

Trust and know that it will be received.  

Trust that there will be a response, there will be something.  

Speak that word. Do not be afraid to do it. 

If we speak… 

The chariots will move…. 

and ears will open 

and hearts will melt 

and people will be drawn toward the Kingdom. 



Our problem over the years has been that we have all too often gone through our days intimidated by the 

chariots and the horses of the Syrians up there in the hillside and we say, “Oh, we're outnumbered.  Nobody will 

listen to me. I don't have anything to offer.  My word seems so inconsequential and so pale and so weak beside 

the so-called great issues of the day”. 

But, the word is that those who are with us are more than those who are with them. 

Don’t be afraid. 

“Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 
  

He said, “Do not be afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them.”  

Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, please open his eyes that he may see.” 
  

So the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of 

horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

 Our task is to pray the ear, and the mouth, and the eye loose. 

To pray first for ourselves and then to pray their eyes to open and to speak their ears to open with a word from 

God. 

We will make an impact on the world around us, not five years down the road, but today.  

Soon, those horses and chariots of fire will open the blind eye, and will open the deaf ear in answer to our 

prayers and to confirm our words. 

And the blind will see, and the lame will walk, and the lepers will be cleansed. And the deaf will hear, and the 

dead will rise.  And the poor will hear good news about Jesus, who died and rose and lives and reigns! 
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Prayer-  Lord, give us the eyes to see the horses and chariots of fire ever ready and willing to do your work… going to 

battle, conquering evil, displacing darkness…. opening blind eyes and deaf ears. Give us the faith that they will do your 

work and nothing, nothing can stop them from being victorious. And Lord, despite our weakness, our insignificance … 

help us to live and speak in ways that manifest your glory.  Help us to impact any we encounter for your Kingdom. Help 

us to not be afraid to speak up and to pray ears open. And as we do may your chariots move and open those ears, melt 

those hearts, and draw those people to your Kingdom… so the blind will see, so the lame will walk, so the wounded, the 

poor, the broken will hear and be healed by the words of Jesus, and so the dead will rise and walk in your light. Amen                                                                                              
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