FATALISM, FANTASY, AND FAITH

As the whole world hunkers down and watches the crisis spread, we are likely to approach this new reality in one of three ways:

Fatalism:

“When your number comes up, that’s it! There’s nothing you can do.”
Fantasy:
“Ever since I learned the secret of positive thinking, I have lived a charmed life.  Everything’s going to be fine!” 
Faith:

God is our refuge and strength

A very present help in trouble.

Therefore will not we fear,

Though the earth be removed,

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea.






Psalm 46
Fatalists go about their lives with resignation.  Whatever will be will be.  What else can we do but keep plodding on?
Others escape their fears in a world of fantasy, convinced that they are untouchable in their beautiful dream bubble.
Those who live by faith in God trust that whatever happens, whatever valley they may pass through, God will never forsake them.
"I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 
But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has power to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear him! 


Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is forgotten before God.
 
Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 







Luke 12

